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EKSAMEN I JURIDISKE VALGEMNER  

VÅR 2015 

Dato: Fredag 29. mai 2015 

Tid: Kl. 10:00 – 14:00 

 

JUS5851 – International Investment Law 

The language of examination for this course is English: students may answer in English ONLY, answers in 

any other language than English will be given a F (F for fail). 

The EU and the USA are currently negotiating a trade and investment agreement (the 

“Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership”) envisaged inter alia to contain a chapter on 

mutual investment promotion and protection for investors from EU countries in the USA and vice 

versa. Especially the inclusion of rights to investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) has however 

created fierce controversy in many political circles and in the media. You are employed as a legal 

advisor in the foreign ministry of an EU-country where there is little knowledge of international 

investment law and investor-state dispute settlement, and the government has yet to decide how 

to position itself in this controversy. Your country has a few bilateral investment treaties but none 

with the USA. It is rich in natural resources, prosperous and developed, and has what most will 

probably describe as a stable and reliable legal and political system. It is home to several 

multinational enterprises with actual or potential interests in the USA, and is also a country of 

great actual and potential commercial interest for many US companies investing abroad. (You can 

assume that your country resembles Norway to a great extent, but is an EU member.) The foreign 

minister asks for a memo outlining the main characteristics and the main pros and cons of 

including investor-state dispute settlement in the agreement with the USA for your country. Since 

your department head knows that you have studied international investment law at the 

University, you are given the task of writing a first draft. Prepare a memo where you cover the 

following main points: 

1. Give an outline of the nature, history and purpose of investor-state dispute settlement, 

and its main legal characteristics. 

2. Then give your analysis and recommendation relating to the following issues:  

a) What purposes may it serve, and what are the main pros and cons, of including 

investor-state dispute settlement in the agreement with the USA, both from the 

perspective of your country and the EU as a whole?  
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b) What are the main weaknesses and grounds for criticism of the existing system of 

investor-state dispute settlement, both generally and especially in the context of an 

agreement between the EU and the USA?  

c) Give your recommendation on what possible modifications or conditions of the 

right to investor-state dispute settlement that might, in light of your analysis above, 

be appropriate in an agreement between the EU and the USA.    

 

In your answer, you are not expected to take into account any existing drafts of the agreement or 

display any knowledge of the current state of the negotiations.  

Give approximately equal weight to points 1 and 2. 

 

 

 
 

*** 
 

Sensuren faller fredag 19. juni klokken 15.00. Kontroller på StudWeb eller ta kontakt med Infosenteret på 22 85 95 00. Kandidatene 

har rett til en redegjørelse for sensurvedtaket ved henvendelse til sensorene innen en uke etter sensur. Kontaktinformasjon for 

sensorer finnes på Fakultetets nettsider. Du kan også ta kontakt med infosenteret. Klagefristen er tre uker etter sensur. 

The result of the exams will be announced on Friday 19 .June, at 15.00 hours. You can check the results in the StudWeb, or by 

contacting the Information Centre, phone 22 85 95 00.  After the exam results are announced, candidates have the right to be 

informed of the grounds for the result as long as a request is made within one week of the announcement. The names and contact 

information of the examiners can be found on the Faculty’s website, or by contacting the Information Centre. The deadline for 

appeal is three weeks after the announcement of the results. 

 

Oslo, 29.5.2015 


