
HOME EXAM JUR1910 

 

The topic for the home exam paper is as follows:  

Utiopia is a Northern European stat that has ratified the CEDAW without 

reservations. 2/3 of the population is protestant wile 1/3 is catholic and muslim 

immigrants.  Utiopia’s Act on Equality between Women and Men is from 1985. 

The CEDAW Committee in its concluding observations to Utopia’s fifth periodic 

report raised the following concerns regarding Utiopia’s legislative framework and 

definition of discrimination. 

a) The Committee notes that, as a general rule, legislation adopted in Utopia, 

including the Act on Equality between women and men is gender-neutral. 

The Committee repeats its concern that gender-neutral equal rights 

legislation, policies and programmes might lead to inadequate protection of 

women against direct and indirect discrimination.  

b) The committee is concerned that the exemption of family life and religious 

life in the Act on Equality between women and men will undermine efforts 

to combat harmful stereotypes. 

c) The Committee is concerned about the lack of attention, in its equal rights 

legislation and policies, to the specific needs of minority groups of women, 

including women with ethnic minority background, women with disabilities 

and women belonging to sexual minorities and gender minorities, often 

leading to intersectional discrimination.  

The new coalition government promised to bring the Act on Equality between 

Women and Men in consonance with the CEDAW.  

You have, as a CEDAW expert, been hired to write a consultancy report that 

addresses the CEDAW Committees critique. According to the terms of reference, 

the consultancy report shall address the following questions: 

1) What kind of equality does Utiopia’s Act on Equality between Women 

and Men represent? What kind of equality does the CEDAW require? 

(Not more than 1/3rd of the paper) 

2) Litra a, b and c in the Committee’s concluding observations build on 

interpretations and standards that have been developed over time. Give 

an overview of the relevant CEDAW standards regarding these three 

concerns. Make reference to relevant sources such as legal literature on 



the CEDAW and practice of the CEDAW committee such as general 

recommendations, individual cases and concluding observations to other 

countries. (About 2/3 of the paper) 

3) Recommend changes in the text of Act on Equality between Women and 

Men. (Current text included below.) (Very short). 

 

Act on Equality between Women and Men 

Section 1. Purpose of the Act 

The purpose of this Act is to promote equality and prevent discrimination between 

women and men. 

Section 2. Prohibition against discrimination 

Discrimination on the basis of gender, pregnancy, leave in connection with 

childbirth or adoption and care responsibilities is prohibited.  

Section 3. Direct and indirect discrimination 

“Direct differential treatment» means treatment of a person that is worse than the 

treatment that is afforded to other persons in a corresponding situation, on the basis 

of factors specified in section 2. 

«Indirect differential treatment» means any apparently neutral provision, condition, 

practice, act or omission that results in persons being put in a worse position than 

others on the basis of factors specified in section 2. 

Section 4. Scope of the Act 

This Act shall apply in all sectors of society with the exception of family, personal 

and religious life. 


