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1. What is climate law? 

 



2. JUS5911 Climate Change Law  

• Course overview 

• Reading list/compendium, internet sources 
and hand outs 

• Suggested additional reading 

• Cases 

• Presentations 

http://www.uio.no/studier/emner/jus/jus/JUS5911/v15/index.html
http://www.uio.no/studier/emner/jus/jus/JUS5911/v15/index.html






 

 

  
            

IPCC Fourth Assessment Report 2007 

“Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, as is now evident from 
observations of increases in global average air and ocean temperature, 
widespread melting of snow and ice, and rising global mean sea 
levels.” 
 
“Most of the observed increase in globally average temperatures since 
the mid-20th century is very likely due to the observed increase in 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas concentrations. “ 
 
Discernible human influences now extend to other aspects of climate, 
including ocean warming, continental-average temperatures, 
temperature extremes and wind patterns.” 



 

 

  
            

IPCC Fifth Assessment Report 2014 
Climate Change 2014: The Physical Science Basis 
Summary for Policy Makers (released September 27, 2013) 

Warming of the climate system is unequivocal, and since the 1950s, many of the observed changes are 
unprecedented over decades to millennia. The atmosphere and ocean have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice 
have diminished, sea level has risen, and the concentrations of greenhouse gases have increased. 
 
Each of the last three decades has been successively warmer at the Earth’s surface than any preceding decade since 
1850 (see Figure SPM.1). It is virtually certain that globally the troposphere has warmed since the mid-20th century. 
 
Human influence on the climate system is clear. This is evident from the increasing greenhouse gas concentrations in 
the atmosphere, positive radiative forcing, observed warming, and understanding of the climate system. It is 
extremely likely that human influence has been the dominant cause of the observed warming since the mid-20th 
century. 
 
Continued emissions of greenhouse gases will cause further warming and changes in all components of the climate 
system. Limiting climate change will require substantial and sustained reductions of greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Global surface temperature change for the end of the 21st century is likely to exceed 1.5°C relative to 1850 to 1900 
for all RCP scenarios except RCP2.6. It is likely to exceed 2°C for RCP6.0 and RCP8.5, and more likely than not to 
exceed 2°C for RCP4.5.  

http://www.ipcc.ch/
http://www.ipcc.ch/
http://www.ipcc.ch/
http://www.ipcc.ch/
http://www.ipcc.ch/




• http://l.yimg.com/bt/api/res/1.2/aonW2y_ant
BRw5F_jl_Q--
/YXBwaWQ9eW5ld3M7Zmk9ZmlsbDtoPTU0N
TtweW9mZj0wO3E9NzU7dz03Njg-
/http://media.zenfs.com/en_us/News/afp.co
m/ae5c7de5e60183cd8d8d869a042ba2328f7
41783.jpg 
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http://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2014-hottest-year-on-record/


What about «denial»? 

 http://cloudfront.mediamatters.org/static/ima
ges/item/climatereaclity.jpg 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/erik-wemple/wp/2014/05/12/john-oliver-on-climate-change-skeptics-you-dont-need-peoples-opinions-on-a-fact/






World Energy Outlook 2010 



http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/ieo/images/figure_13-lg.jpg


15 

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 





Top Fossil Fuel Emitters (Absolute) 

Top four emitters in 2011 covered 62% of global emissions 

China (28%), United States (16%), EU27 (11%), India (7%) 

The growing gap between EU27 and USA is due to emission decreases in Germany (45% of the 

1990-2011 cumulative difference), UK (19%), Romania (13%), Czech Republic (8%), and Poland (5%)  

Source: CDIAC Data; Le Quéré et al. 2012; Global Carbon Project 2012 

http://cdiac.ornl.gov/trends/emis/meth_reg.html
http://www.earth-syst-sci-data-discuss.net/5/1107/2012
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/


…and capacity? 
 The ten largest economies in the world, measured in nominal 

GDP (millions of USD) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e5/2010_Nominal_GDP.jpg


•Climate Change 

•Sustainable Development 

•Law  

3. Discuss the relationship between: 
 



Alternative measures of “Responsibility” 

Depending on perspective, the importance of individual countries changes 

Cumulative emissions from 1751; Production is also called Territorial; GDP: Gross Domestic Product 

Source: CDIAC Data; Unstats; Le Quéré et al. 2012; Global Carbon Project 2012 

http://cdiac.ornl.gov/trends/emis/meth_reg.html
http://unstats.un.org/
http://www.earth-syst-sci-data-discuss.net/5/1107/2012
http://www.globalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/


Some relations 

• Climate change caused by anthropogenic GHG 
emissions 

• More than 60% of emissions from energy sector, 
increasing from developing countries 

• Energy demand increasing, access to energy important 
for development 

• How to address both challenges? 
• Renewable energy/higher energy efficiency: increased 

energy security and sustainable development/ leap 
frogging? 

• …and adaptation! 

http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://washingtonexaminer.com/africas-growing-energy-needs-test-climate-change-policies/article/2551699?custom_click=rss
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/29/world/asia/facing-rising-seas-bangladesh-confronts-the-consequences-of-climate-change.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/29/world/asia/facing-rising-seas-bangladesh-confronts-the-consequences-of-climate-change.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/29/world/asia/facing-rising-seas-bangladesh-confronts-the-consequences-of-climate-change.html?_r=0


Why do we need international climate law? 
– Climate change (and other environmental 

problems) don’t respect political boundaries 

– Atmosphere/Biosphere are one, but the world is 
not… 

– Climate change is global in character – needs 
global cooperation (climate change) 

– Level-playing field (environmental 
integrity/competitiveness) 

– Mitigation, adaptation, finance, technology 
transfer, capacity building 

 
 



Arguments in favour of an 
international climate law 

• Reflects the highest level of commitment a country can make. Once 
bound, a country must comply with its obligations, even if the 
government in power changes - more resilient against changes. 

• Deeper, democratic commitment, more likely to be implemented 
domestically - more embedded in national law and politics 

• Security and predictability: Markets depend upon the stability 
provided by legally binding instruments. 

• Ensure reciprocity, which is necessary to reach the 2/1,5 degrees 
goal 

• Compliance control/legal consequences (“reviewable by courts”) 
• Formalization of pledges: This must be done in a way that respects 

the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities and yet be effective.  

• More stable due to amendment procedures 



Arguments against a legally-binding 
agreement 

• May take longer time to negotiate 
• May be characterized by ‘constructive ambiguity’ and 

be less ambitious 
• May result in difficult ratification processes, including 

leaving certain states out 
• May be too static and inflexible 
• Non-legally binding agreement: 

– may allow for more ambitious goals 
– will not require ratification procedure 
– more realistic, at least in short term 
– allows focus on substance rather than form. 

 
 



Questions 

1.Is climate change an «environmental» 

issue? 

2.What needs to be done? 

3.Who should take action?  



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSJ83VvaCrM

