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Class 

session/ 
Theme 

Class # 
and 
date 

Title of Lecture(s) and 
 

Assignments (to be completed before 
each class session) 

Lead 
By 

Comments 
The “common” class sessions will 
begin at 4:15 pm in Copenhagen and 
Oslo, 8:15 am in Denver; they will run 
for 1 hour 45 minutes and end at 6 
pm in Europe and 10 am in Denver. 

 
Pre-Course Assignment 
 

Background 
introductory 
materials 

Date ? Lecture 
 None 
 
Reading assignments 
 Governance and Legislation, The London 

School of Economics, Grantham Research 
Institute on Climate Change and the 
Environment, «Trust and CO2 emissions: 
Cooperation on a global scale,» 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/pub
lication/trust-co2-emissions-cooperation-
global-scale/ 

 Review course curriculum before first class 
 

Writing assignments 
 Prepare for the professors one-page 

summary of the key points made by the two 
assigned websites above; due 1 February 
2019 

 To be submitted by 3 February 2019.  Each 
student will prepare a written introduction of 
him or herself.  The introductions will be 
submitted to the professors who will in turn 
share them with the other students in the 
course.  Among other things, the written 
introductions should include: 

1. Where the student is originally from 
2. Summary of the student’s 

educational background 
3. Summary of what other climate 

change-related courses the student 
has taken 

4. Degree which the student is seeking 
5. Year of studies 
6. Reason for taking the course 
7. Previous attendance in courses in 

international or EU environmental 
law. 

 
Format: One-page document. The purpose 
is to help students get to know each other 
and provide their expectations for the 
course. It will also help the professors in 
mapping the knowledge basis of the 
students and how many nationalities are 
represented.  Student introductions will be 
posted on the case management system 
(CMS) website and available to all students 
and professors.  

 Denver and Oslo will have an introductory 
lecture to present to present the course 
and recruit student. There will also 
probably be a need to select students, 
through an application process. 
 

Need to include readings on PIL / UE / 
legal system. 
 
 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/publication/trust-co2-emissions-cooperation-global-scale/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/publication/trust-co2-emissions-cooperation-global-scale/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/publication/trust-co2-emissions-cooperation-global-scale/


 
Video assignment 
 Watch video introduction to the course 

(produced by the three lead professors); 
URL will be found on CMS website 

 
Other assignment 
 Students will be required to “sign on” to 

CMS website to access course syllabus, 
assignments, and student and professor 
introductions 

 
 
Part I: Introduction 
 

Climate 
Change, 
Sustainable 
Development
, and Energy 
Security 
 

1 
 
4 

Februar
y 2019 

Lecture 
 “Climate change, Sustainable Development, 

and Energy Security” by Professors 
Catherine Banet (CB), Anita Ronne (AR), and 
Don Smith (DS) 

 Short review of recent developments (DS) 
 
Reading assignments 

 Aoife Foely and Abdul Chani Olabi, 
“Renewable energy technology 
developments, trends and policy implications 
that can underpin the drive for global climate 
change,” Renewable and Sustainable Energy 
Reviews, Vol. 68, Part 2, February 2017, 
pages 1112-1114 (CB) 

 McElroy, Michael B.; Baker, D. James, Climate 
Extremes: Recent Trends with Implications 
for National Security, Vermont Journal of 
Environmental Law Vol. 15 Issue 4 (2014) p. 
727-742 (AR) 
 

Writing assignments 
 Two-page summary of key points made in the 

reading assignments; paper due 3 February 
2019 

 
 

CB, 
AR, 
DS 
 
 

The objective of the class is to provide an 
introduction to the relationship between 
climate change, sustainable development, 
and energy. This will include an overview 
of international environmental principles 
that are of importance to climate change 
law and the sustainable development 
goals most recently expressed in the UN’s 
17 Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
Moreover, the energy sector’s importance 
to mitigate climate change and the 
necessity to ensure energy supplies to 
societies that today are totally dependent 
on these resources will be considered. 

 

 
 
Part II:  International and Comparative EU /US Climate Change Regimes 

The 
UNFCCC, the 
Kyoto 
Protocol and 
the Paris 
Agreement 

2 
 

11 Feb- 
ruary 2019 

 
 

Lecture 
 “The international climate change regime.” 
 
Reading assignments 
 Bert Bolin, “A History of the Science and 

Politics of Climate Change: The Role of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change,” Cambridge University Press 
(2007), pages 1-15 (DS) 

CB, 
AR, 
DS 

The objective of this class session is to 
introduce students to the underlying 
international framework that has 
developed to address climate change.   
 
Students will read and learn about the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, its objective, the principles it is 

http://heinonline.org/HOL/AuthorProfile?action=edit&search_name=%20McElroy,%20Michael%20B.&collection=journals
http://heinonline.org/HOL/AuthorProfile?action=edit&search_name=Baker,%20D.%20James&collection=journals


 Daniel A Farber, Cinnamon P Carlarne, 

“Climate Change Law,” Foundation Press, 
2018, Chapter 3, The International Climate 
Change Regime, 57-90 (CB and AR) 

 UN News, « Global warming report, an ‘ear-
splitting wake-up call’ warns UN Chief, » 8 
October 2018, 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/10/1022
492 
 
   

Reference materials 
 IPCC « Global Warming of 1.5 degree C, » 6 

October 2018, 
http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_fin
al.pdf 

 UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (1992) 
(http://unfccc.int/essential_background/con
vention/items/6036.php) 

 Kyoto Protocol (1997) 
(http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830
.php) 

 Paris Climate Change Accords (2015) 
(http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/94
85.php) 

 Summary of the Paris Climate Change 
Accords 
(http://bigpicture.unfccc.int/#content-the-
paris-agreemen) 

  Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change Reports 
(http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/index.shtml) 

 World Resources Institute, “Designing the 
Enhanced Transparency Framework Part 1: 
Reporting Under the Paris Agreement,” 
November 2017, 
http://www.wri.org/publication/pact-
reporting-under-paris-agreement 

  World Resources Institute, “Enhancing 
NDCs by 2020: Achieving the Goals of the 
Paris Agreement,” November 2017, 
http://www.wri.org/publication/ndc-
enhancement-by-2020 

 

based upon, and the commitments and 
institutional set-up.   
 
Emphasis will be paid upon the 
subsequent agreements: the Kyoto 
Protocol with its emission reduction 
commitments, differential treatment and 
flexible mechanisms as well as the road to 
the Paris Climate Accords and the road 
from here. 
 
Special attention will be focused on what 
happened in the months before the Paris 
agreement in December 2015 and an in-
depth study of the agreement, including 
mitigation, adaption, finance and loss and 
damage will be undertaken.   
 
Finally, the current status of the Paris 
Climate Accords will be analysed. 

EU/US 

Climate 
Change 
Law; 
Comparing 
EU/US laws 
and policy 

3  

 
18 Feb- 

ruary 2019 
 

45 
minutes 

 
EU 

focus 

Lecture 

 “EU climate change law and policy” (CB & 
AR) 

 
Reading assignments 

 E. Woerdman, M. Roggenkamp and M. 
Holwerda (eds.), Essential EU Climate Law, 
chapt.2: EU climate policy (Edward Elgar, 
2015) pp.10-40 

 A. Rønne: The allocation of Emission Rights 
in P. Adriaanse et al, Scarcity and the State 
I, Intersentia, 2016, p. 341-352 
 

Writing assignments 

AR/CB The objective of this session is to provide 

a brief overview of the EU: History and 
evolution of Climate Change Policy and 
Law.  
 
This will include a review of EU Treaty 
provisions and important EU 
environmental principles, climate 
strategies and legal climate change 
packages. It will mainly cover the EU 
competences and international 
commitments regarding climate change, 
the legislation on greenhouse gases and 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/10/1022492
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/10/1022492
http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_final.pdf
http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_final.pdf
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php
http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/items/6036.php
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php
http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php
http://unfccc.int/paris_agreement/items/9485.php
http://bigpicture.unfccc.int/#content-the-paris-agreemen
http://bigpicture.unfccc.int/#content-the-paris-agreemen
http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/index.shtml
http://www.wri.org/publication/pact-reporting-under-paris-agreement
http://www.wri.org/publication/pact-reporting-under-paris-agreement
http://www.wri.org/publication/ndc-enhancement-by-2020
http://www.wri.org/publication/ndc-enhancement-by-2020


 One-page summary of key points made in 

the reading assignments; paper due 17 
February 2019 
 

 
 

its relationship with other environmental 
legislation.  
 
In particular, this session will focus on the 
EU emissions trading scheme (EU ETS) 
and the regulation of non-ETS sectors. As 
the cornerstone of the EU climate policy, 
emphasis will be placed on acquainting 
students with the EU ETS as a model for 
other jurisdictions. 
 

3 (cont) 
 

45 
minutes 

 
US 

focus 

Lecture 
 “The evolution and current status of US 

climate change law policy” (DS) 
 
Reading assignments 

 Daniel A Farber, Cinnamon P Carlarne, 
“Climate Change Law,” Foundation Press, 
2018, Chapter 6, Federal Climate 
Regulation, 151-182 

 Massachusetts v. EPA, 549 US 497 (2007), 
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2006/05-1120 
(court rules that Clean Air Act provides EPA 
authority to regulate carbon emissions; 
these emissions must be regulated by the 
EPA if harm to public health would result if 
it did not) 

 EPA Proposes Affordable Clean Energy 
(ACE) rule, 21 August 2018, 
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-
proposes-affordable-clean-energy-ace-rule 

 
Writing assignments 

 One-page summary of key points made in 
the reading assignments; paper due 17 
February 2019 

 
Reference materials 
 President Barack Obama, “Climate Change 

Policy,” 
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/ene
rgy/climate-change 

 EPA, “Clean Power Plan Fact Sheet,” Jan. 
19, 2017, 
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cle
anpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-

power-plan_.html 
 EPA, “Complying With President Trump’s 

Executive Order on Energy Independence,” 
March 28, 2017, 
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cle
anpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-
power-plan_.html 

 
 

DS The objective of this session will be to 
identify the key steps in the evolution of 
US climate change policy at a federal 
level. 
 
The US Senate’s unwillingness to ratify 
the Kyoto Protocol will be explored as well 
as the decision by the administration of 
President George W. Bush to pull out of 
Kyoto. 
 
Next, students will be introduced to the 
major US Supreme Court case on climate 
change, Massachusetts v. EPA.   
 
The election of President Donald Trump 
represented a turning point for US federal 
policy on climate change.  The Trump 
administration has downplayed climate 
change.    
 
Finally, the work of states and cities to 
address climate change in their own 
jurisdictions will be identified and 
discussed.  And the policy position of two 
major US-based medical associations in 
relation to climate change will be 
mentioned. 

 

 

https://www.oyez.org/cases/2006/05-1120
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-affordable-clean-energy-ace-rule
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-affordable-clean-energy-ace-rule
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/energy/climate-change
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/energy/climate-change
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-overview-clean-power-plan_.html


Addressing 
Climate 
Change: 
Case Studies 
– Colorado, 
Denmark, 
Norway 

4 
 

25 
February 

2019 

Lecture 

 “Introduction: Comparing and Contrasting Climate 
Change Laws and Policies” CB, AR, DS 

 

 This session will introduce students 
to the climate change policies and 
laws in Colorado, Denmark, and 
Norway.  Obviously transitioning to 
renewable energy is one element 
of this overall strategy, but it is not 
the only one.  In this session 
students will learn more about 
what the states are doing in terms 
of strategies other than those 
related to renewable energy. 
 
Policies and laws will be examined 
in the context of political 
challenges and citizen expectations.  
All three of these states approach 
the topic slightly differently, and 
those differences will be contrasted 
during the final part of this session 
where conclusions will be reached 
and lessons highlighted. 

Colorado 
case study 

30 
minutes 

Lecture 
 “Colorado Climate Change Laws and Policies” (DS) 

 
Reading assignments 
 Office of the Governor, “Colorado Commits to 

State Climate Action,” 11 July 2017, 
http://www.wri.org/publication/ndc-enhancement-
by-2020 

 City of Denver, «Denver 80 x 50 Climate Action 
Plan, » July 2018, 
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergo
v/Portals/771/documents/EQ/80x50/DDPHE_80x50
_ClimateActionPlan.pdf 

 Colorado Energy Office, « Renewable Energy, » 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/energyoffice/rene
wable-energy-1 

 Colorado Energy Office, « Renewable Energy 
Standard, » 
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/energyoffice/rene
wable-energy-standard 

  
 

 

DS The state of Colorado has 
established itself as a leader 
among American states in 
addressing climate change.  
Colorado has become known as a 
state that is aggressively working 
to reduce carbon emissions. 
 
 

Denmark 
Case Study 

30 
minutes 

Lecture 
 “Danish Climate Change Laws and Policies”  

 
Reading assignments 
 Danish Ministry of Energy, “The climate initiative 

in Denmark,” http://en.efkm.dk/climate-and-
weather/the-climate-initiative-in-denmark/ 

 

AR Denmark has developed a highly 
respected strategy for dealing with 
climate change.  The strategy, its 
history, and how it was developed 
will be highlighted. 

Norway Case 
Study 

30 
minutes 

Lecture 
 “Norwegian Climate Change Laws and Policies”  

 
Reading assignments 
 Government of Norway, “Climate,” 

https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/climate-
and-environment/climate/id1307/ 

CB Dealing with climate change has 
attracted a great deal of attention 
in Norway.  However, what makes 
Norway a special case is that it also 
has an enormous oil and gas 
sector. 
 

http://www.wri.org/publication/ndc-enhancement-by-2020
http://www.wri.org/publication/ndc-enhancement-by-2020
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/771/documents/EQ/80x50/DDPHE_80x50_ClimateActionPlan.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/771/documents/EQ/80x50/DDPHE_80x50_ClimateActionPlan.pdf
https://www.denvergov.org/content/dam/denvergov/Portals/771/documents/EQ/80x50/DDPHE_80x50_ClimateActionPlan.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/energyoffice/renewable-energy-1
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/energyoffice/renewable-energy-1
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/energyoffice/renewable-energy-standard
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/energyoffice/renewable-energy-standard
http://en.efkm.dk/climate-and-weather/the-climate-initiative-in-denmark/
http://en.efkm.dk/climate-and-weather/the-climate-initiative-in-denmark/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/climate-and-environment/climate/id1307/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/climate-and-environment/climate/id1307/


 In this portion of the session, 
students will learn about how 
Norway is trying to balance its 
economic reliance on the oil and 
gas industry while also attempting 
to do its part as a global leader to 
address climate change. 

Comparisons 
and 
Lessoned 
Learned 

15 
minutes 

Lecture 
 “How do the states compare?  What lessons can 

be learned”?  
 

Reading assignments 
 None  
 
 

 Comparisons will be pointed out 
and potential lessons learned will 
be highlighted; concepts that may 
be transferrable will be considered. 

 

 
 
 
Part III: International and Comparative EU/US Energy Law and Policy Regimes 
 

Comparing 
Internation
al, EU, and 
US Energy 
Law  
Regimes 

5 
 

4 March 
 
 
 
 

Lecture 
 “International, EU and US energy law 

framework, focus on renewable energy” 
International (AR), European (AR), USA 
(DS) 

 
Reading assignments 
 J. Bradbrook and R. D. Wahnschafft: 

International Law and Global Sustainable 

Energy Production and Consumption, in 
Bradbrook, Lyster, Ottinger and Xi (eds.): 
The Law of Energy for Sustainable 
Development, IUCN, Cambridge University 
Press, 2005, Chapter 11, pp.181-201  

 D. Zillman, C. Redgwell, Y. Omorogbe, L. 
Barrera Hernandez (Editors): Beyond the 
Carbon Economy - Energy Law in Transition, 
(OUP 2008) – Extracts from Chapter 1: p. 3-
10; Chapter 3: p. 39-49, 58-59; Chapter 24: 
p. 543-552 (in total 20 pages.  

 E. Morgera, K. Kulovesi and M. Munoz: The 
EU’s Climate and Energy Package: 
Environmental Integration and International 
Dimension; Part 1 Introduction (4 p) and 
Part 5: Renewables (10 pages) available at 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abs
tract_id=1711395 

 The Regional Greenhouse Gas Inititative, 
https://www.rggi.org/program-overview-
and-design/elements 

 

 This class will focus on the energy sector 
since it is the major contributor to CO2 
emissions causing global warming and 
thus climate change. 
 
It will cover sustainable policy 
developments at both the international 
level as well as the regional level US and 
EU. Importantly the energy sector is said 

to be in a transition moving from the 
consumption of fossil fuels to renewables. 
The legal means that have been used to 
promote renewables will be emphaised in 
this connection.  
 
In EU several climate change and energy 
packages have been adopted together 
with the creation of an Energy Union. The 
adoption of EU directives on promotion of 
renewables includes a pallet of different 
instrument. Of particular importance is 
National Renewable Action Plans and the 
framework for providing public financial 
support. 
 
The US focus will consider the evolution of 
federal climate change policy, and its 
current status. 

 

 
 
Part IV:  International Trade Law, Climate Change and Energy 
 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1711395
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1711395
https://www.rggi.org/program-overview-and-design/elements
https://www.rggi.org/program-overview-and-design/elements


Relationship 
of 
international 
trade law 
and climate 
change and 
energy 

6 
 

11 March 
2019 

 
 
 
 

Lecture 

 International trade law, climate change and 
energy (CB & AR) 

 
Reading assignments 

 Tracey Epps and Andrew Green, Reconciling 
Trade and Climate: How the WTO Can Help 
Address Climate Change, Edward Elgar, 2012, 
Part I and II: Introduction and Linkages 
between Trade and Climate Change, pp. 3-
62. 

 Catherine Banet, Techno-nationalism in the 
context of energy transition: regulating 
technology innovation transfer in offshore 
wind technologies, in D. Zillman, L. Godden, 
L. Paddock, and M. M. Roggenkamp (eds), 
Energy Innovation and the Law in the Age of 
Climate Change (Oxford University Press, 
2018) 
 
 

CB Technological nationalism, or techno-
nationalism, refers to the protectionist 
behavior of some governments towards 
technology innovation development and 
transfer. 
 
Governments that adopt this position 
develop law and policy designed to 
ensure that the benefits of technological 
innovation support their national interest.   
They may also constrain the spread of 
technology knowledge to foreign 
countries.   
 
This session will consider techno-
nationalism in the context of climate 
change and energy transition.  It will 
explore the legal mechanisms supporting 
techno-nationalism in the renewable 
energy sector.  It will also examine the 
duties to share and transfer technology 
innovation in a liberalized and 
competitive environment.  Among the 
applicable rules that will be discussed at 
technology transfer requirements under 
the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and the World Trade 
Organisation regimes, including 
provisions on green goods. 

 

 
 
Part V: Comparing Energy Law in Transition – Activities at Member State Level 
  

Case studies 
from 
Colorado, 
Denmark 
and Norway 

7 
 

18 March  
2019 

Lecture 
 “Comparative Energy Law in Transition: 

Colorado (DS), Denmark (AR), Norway” 
(CB) 

 
Reading assignments 
 H. Tegner Anker, B. Egelund Olsen and A. 

Rønne: Wind Energy and the Law: A 
Comparative Analysis, Journal of Energy & 
Natural Resources Law, Vol. 27 No 3, May 
2009, pp.145-178 with updated note 

 
 

CB, 
AR, 
DS 

This class will look further into how 
member states are addressing energy 
transition issues. 
 
Emphasis will be placed on the 
development of renewables with particular 
emphasis on Denmark.  Hydro power in 
Norway will be discussed, and the legal 
basis for Colorado’s rapid integration of 
renewables will be considered. 
 

Colorado 
case study 

 Reading assignments 
 Governor John Hickenlooper, Executive Order 

D 2017-015, “Supporting Colorado’s Clean 
Energy Transition,” 11 July 2017, 
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/sites/def
ault/files/executive_orders/climate_eo.pdf 

 Xcel Energy Colorado, “Rush Creek Wind 
Project,” 
https://www.xcelenergy.com/company/rates_
and_regulations/filings/rush_creek_wind_proj
ect 

DS The state of Colorado has established 
itself as a leader among American states 
in addressing climate change.  Under the 
leadership of the last two governors, 
Colorado has become known as a state 
that is aggressively working to reduce 
carbon emissions. 
 
Students will be introduced to Colorado 
legislation that now requires electric 
utilities to generate at least 30 percent of 

https://www.colorado.gov/governor/sites/default/files/executive_orders/climate_eo.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/sites/default/files/executive_orders/climate_eo.pdf
https://www.xcelenergy.com/company/rates_and_regulations/filings/rush_creek_wind_project
https://www.xcelenergy.com/company/rates_and_regulations/filings/rush_creek_wind_project
https://www.xcelenergy.com/company/rates_and_regulations/filings/rush_creek_wind_project


 
  

 

their power from renewables by 2020.  
They will also find that the history of this 
effort began in 2004, when Colorado 
voters overwhelmingly voted to require 
electric utilities to begin developing more 
renewable energy (then the goal was only 
10 percent). 
 
A legislature measure known as “Clean 
Power, Clean Jobs,” was enacted by the 
State Assembly in 2010.  This measure 
incentivized electric utilities to take coal-
fired generation out of their energy 
portfolios and substitute natural gas and 
renewable energy. 

Denmark 
Case Study 

 Reading assignments 

 Danish Energy Agency, “Denmark’s Energy 
and Climate Outlook 2017,” 
https://ens.dk/sites/ens.dk/files/Analyser/den
marks_energy_and_climate_outlook_2017.pdf 

 

AR Since the energy crisis of the 1970s, 
Denmark has pioneered the promotion of 
renewables – particularly wind power and 
generation from biomass and waste.  As 
of 2016, renewables accounted for 54 
percent of domestic electricity supply and 
31 percent in total energy consumption.   
 
During the United Nations November 2017 
Conference of the Parties in Bonn, more 
than 20 countries including Denmark 
agreed to phase out existing traditional 
coal power and place a moratorium on 
any new traditional coal-fired power 
stations without operational carbon 
capture and storage. The Danish energy 
transition is underpinned by the clear goal 
of ensuring that all energy consumed 
there be from renewable sources by 2050.   
 
Denmark is also the home of Vestas, 
which is currently undertaking a major 
effort to engineer an efficient renewable 
energy/battery combined system that will 
be a model for how renewable energy can 
be quickly and effectively integrated into a 
power system without major problems.  
The state is also a leader in considering 
how to address the societal issues that 
may arise in conjunction with renewable 
energy infrastructure development as well 
as in developing “smart grids” and “smart 
cities.” 

Norway 
Case Study 

 Reading assignments 
 Norwegian Government, “Renewable Energy 

Production in Norway,” 
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/energ
y/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-
production-in-norway/id2343462/ 

 
 

CB The country has a unique energy profile 
as, on a one hand, it is a major producer 
and export of oil and gas (99 to 99.5 
percent of the natural gas produced on 
the Norwegian Continental Shelf (NCS) 
exported); on the other hand, nearly all 
its electricity generation is based on 
renewable energy sources, and 
dominantly hydropower (almost 96 per 
cent).  Norway is also electrifying many 
industrial processes and the 

https://ens.dk/sites/ens.dk/files/Analyser/denmarks_energy_and_climate_outlook_2017.pdf
https://ens.dk/sites/ens.dk/files/Analyser/denmarks_energy_and_climate_outlook_2017.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/energy/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-production-in-norway/id2343462/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/energy/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-production-in-norway/id2343462/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/energy/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-production-in-norway/id2343462/


households/building masses are highly 
electrified.  
 
Meanwhile, Norway intends to pursue the 
electrication of other sectors (petroleum 
production, transport, agriculture, etc.) in 
order to reduce its GHG emissions. This 
includes the deployment of electric 
vehicles.   
 
In addition, Norway, Denmark and other 
neighbouring states are well 
interconnected in addition to the fact that 
they are trading electricity on the Nordic 
power market. Electricity flows between 
Denmark and Norway proves the benefits 
of supplementary energy system, 
integration of energy markets and of 
cross-border electricity exchanges. It 
provides a real-time example of how to 
transport renewably generated electricity 
back and forth in order to meet temporary 
needs with clean energy produced 
hundreds of kilometres away. 

 
 
Part VI:  Climate and Energy Justice 
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25 March 

2019 
 
 
 

Lecture 
 “Climate change, human rights law and 

energy justice”. 
 
Reading assignments 

 Hari M. Osofsky, The Inuit Petition as a 
Bridge? Beyond Dialectics of Climate Change 
and Indigenous Peoples Rights in: William 
C.G. Burns and Hari M. Osofsky, Adjudicating 
Climate Change, Cambridge University Press, 
2009, 272-291 

 D. Bodansky, J. Brunnée and L. Rajamani, 
International Climate Change Law, Chap.9 
Intersections between International Climate 
Change Law and Other Areas of International 
Law, (Oxford, 2017), 295 et seq 

 “An Inuit Petition to the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights for Dangerous 
Impacts of Climate Change” 
(http://www.ciel.org/Publications/COP10_Han
dout_EJCIEL.pdf) (Petition can be found here: 
http://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/files/upload
s/icc-files/FINALPetitionICC.pdf 

 International Council on Human Rights Policy: 
Climate Change and Human Rights 
(Summary) 
(http://www.ichrp.org/files/summaries/35/13
6_summary.pdf)  

 One article on energy justice 
 
 

CB, 
AR, 
DS 

The objective of this session is to 
acquaint students with the growing 
interest in climate justice as another 

form of human rights. 
 
As the International Bar Association has 
said, “Climate change affects everyone, 
but it disproportionately strike those who 
have contributed least to it and who are 
also, for a variety of reasons, least well 
placed to respond.  By contrast, the main 
contributors to climate change – those 
with the largest carbon footprints, living 
and working in the worlds’ wealthier 
regions – are als0o, by virtue of their 
wealth and/or access to resources, most 
insulated from it. 
 

“This fundamental justice concern is 
exacerbated by the fact that climate 
change will strain the ability of many 
states, especially the poorest among the, 
to uphold their human rights 
obligations.”   
 
Students will be introduced to the 
climate change/climate justice concept, 
with emphasis on a petition by the Inuit 
indigenous population to the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights. 
 

http://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/files/uploads/icc-files/FINALPetitionICC.pdf
http://www.inuitcircumpolar.com/files/uploads/icc-files/FINALPetitionICC.pdf
http://www.ichrp.org/files/summaries/35/136_summary.pdf
http://www.ichrp.org/files/summaries/35/136_summary.pdf


Writing assignments 

 Two-page summary of the key points made in 
the reading assignments; papers due 17 
March 2019 

 
Reference materials 
 “Achieving Justice and Human Rights in an 

Era of Climate Disruption: International Bar 
Association Climate Change Justice and 
Human Rights Task Force Report,” 
https://www.ibanet.org/PresidentialTaskForc
eClimateChangeJustice2014Report.aspx 

 

 

 

 
 
Part VII: Climate Change Litigation & Energy Transition Disputes 
 

Climate 
change 
lawsuits, 
Norway, The 
Netherlands, 
US: Analysis 
and 
Comparison 
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1 April 
2019 

 
 

Lecture 
 “Climate litigation and Energy Justice Disputes: 

Climate litigation cases from US (DS), Norway 
(CB), and the Netherlands” (AR) 

 
Reading assignments 
 Andrew Strauss, Climate Change Litigation: 

Opening the Door to the International Court of 
Justice, in: William C.G. Burns and Hari M. Osofsky, 
Adjudicating Climate Change, Cambridge University 
Press, 2009, 334-356 

 D. Bodansky, J. Brunnée and L. Rajamani, 

International Climate Change Law, Chap.9 
Intersections between International Climate Change 
Law and Other Areas of International Law, (Oxford, 
2017), 295 et seq 

 Christina Voigt: State Responsibility and Climate 
Change Damages, 77 Nordic Journal of 
International Law, 2008 Nr.1-2, pp. 1-22  

 Noriko Okubo, Climate Change Litigation: A Global 
Tendency, in Ruppel, Roschmann and Ruppel-
Schlichting (eds.), Climate Change: International 
Law and Global Governance, (Nomos, 2013), Vol I, 
Chap. 21, 741-758. 

 Add article cees / nikolas – investment protection 
and renewbales EELR XI 

 
Reading assignments on climate litigation in 
each country: 
 The Netherlands: Ugenda Foundation v. the State 

of the Netherlands, https://elaw.org/nl.urgenda.15 
 Norway: Greenpeace Nordic Association and Nature 

and Youth v. Ministry of Petroleum and Energy, 
http://climatecasechart.com/non-us-
case/greenpeace-nordic-assn-and-nature-youth-v-
norway-ministry-of-petroleum-and-energy/ 

 United States: Juliana v. United States (plaintiffs 
assert that through the federal government’s 
affirmation actions that cause climate change, it has 
violated the youngest generation’s constitutional 

CB, 
AR, 
DS 

In this session, students will be 
introduced to some major new 
lawsuits that are gaining 
international attention.  In brief, 
citizens are bringing action against 
their governments by asserting the 
theory that governments have failed 
in their reaction to the crisis 
associated with climate change. 
 
To date, only a few courts have held 
in favor of plaintiffs who generally 

argue that their state government is 
not protecting them against the 
impacts of climate change.  But this 
area of the law is just developing, 
and the concept of citizens bringing 
action against their own 
governments is a likely burgeoning 
area of the law. 

https://www.ibanet.org/PresidentialTaskForceClimateChangeJustice2014Report.aspx
https://www.ibanet.org/PresidentialTaskForceClimateChangeJustice2014Report.aspx
https://elaw.org/nl.urgenda.15
http://climatecasechart.com/non-us-case/greenpeace-nordic-assn-and-nature-youth-v-norway-ministry-of-petroleum-and-energy/
http://climatecasechart.com/non-us-case/greenpeace-nordic-assn-and-nature-youth-v-norway-ministry-of-petroleum-and-energy/
http://climatecasechart.com/non-us-case/greenpeace-nordic-assn-and-nature-youth-v-norway-ministry-of-petroleum-and-energy/


rights to life, liberty, and property, as well as failed 
to protect essential public trust resources), Opinion 
and Order, 11 November 2016, 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b044
26270152febe0/t/5824e85e6a49638292ddd1c9/147
8813795912/Order+MTD.Aiken.pdf 
 

 

 

 
 
Part VIII: Policy Paper Preparation, Presentation and Excursion 
 

Paper 
Preparations 

 8-12 
April 
2019 

 Groups undertake final preparations for presentations 
and policy papers 

 Students connect using Skype  

Travel 22 
April 
2019 

 University of Denver students travel to Copenhagen  Travel day 

Presentation 
Preparations 

23 April 
2019 

 University of Oslo students travel to Copenhagen 
 
Lecture: 
 Lecture on local mitigation and adaptation measures 

at the city level: The example of Copenhagen. 
 

Readings: 
 Anita Rønne, Smart Cities and regulation: EU focus on 

climate change in defining electricity technologies , in 
D. Zillman, L. Godden, L. Paddock, and M. M. 
Roggenkamp (eds), Energy Innovation and the Law 
in the Age of Climate Change (Oxford University 
Press, 2018) 
 

 Meet other group members 
 

 Finalize presentations and policy papers 
 

 Social event in evening 

 University of Copenhagen 

Presentation
s 

24 April 
2019 

 Group presentations  
 Social event in evening 

 University of Copenhagen 

Field trip 25 April 
2019 

 Field trip 
 Final dinner 

 University of Copenhagen 

Travel 26 April 
2019 

 University of Denver and Oslo students depart  Travel day 

Additional 

comments 

An important element of the course will be the “Policy Paper Presentations” component, which envisions “teams” 

of students assigned to work together to develop a (1) “policy paper” followed by a (2) presentation (derived 
from the policy paper) regarding their analyses and conclusions.  The policy paper and presentation materials 
will be put together in a professional manner taking into consideration the real-life simulation experience.   
 
This course component will simulate a real-life situation where professionals from across jurisdictions, time zones, 
and cultures work together with a common objective and a common deadline.  Important dates in this assignment 
include:  
 

 Ahead of week 2 of the course (i.e., 11 February 2019), students will be organized into 4 groups of 7 or 8 
students.  Each group will be assigned a topic to research, analyze, write about, and ultimately present 
during the final part of the course (i.e., 23-26 April 2019).  Each topic will focus on an important aspect of 
the course.  The teams will undertake organization, research, analysis, and reach conclusions about their 
topic.  The topics will provide students an opportunity to compare and contrast policy concepts that they 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b04426270152febe0/t/5824e85e6a49638292ddd1c9/1478813795912/Order+MTD.Aiken.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b04426270152febe0/t/5824e85e6a49638292ddd1c9/1478813795912/Order+MTD.Aiken.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b04426270152febe0/t/5824e85e6a49638292ddd1c9/1478813795912/Order+MTD.Aiken.pdf


have learned about during the course.  Each team will include a nearly equal number of students from 
each of the three locations (e.g., a team with 8 students might include 3 from Copenhagen, 3 from 
Denver, and 2 from Copenhagen).   

 
 From 11 February to 12 April 2019 the teams will work virtually (using Skype or another web conferencing 

software) to organize themselves and carry out the work. 
 

 On 23 April the teams will meet in person at the University of Copenhagen and finalize their policy papers 
and presentation.  They will submit final policy papers to the professors on this day.  Policy papers should 
not exceed 3,000 words (excluding footnotes).  (More information about the policy papers will be provided 
by the professors during class session 3 on 18 February.) 

 
 On 24 April the teams will make their presentations at the University of Copenhagen to the professors, 

their classmates, and a group of local climate change and energy transition experts and leaders from 
Denmark.  Each team member will be expected to participate in the presentation.  There will be two 
presentations in the morning and two in the afternoon.  The schedule be: 

 

Group 1 9 am – 9.50 am presentation 
9.50 am – 10.15 am questions and answers 

 10.15-10.30 am break 

Group 2 10.30 am – 11.20 am presentation 
11.20 am – 11.45 am questions and answers 

 11.45 am – 1 pm lunch 

Group 3 1 pm – 1.50 pm presentation 
1.50 pm – 2.15 pm questions and answers 

 2.15 pm – 2.30 pm break 

Group 4 2.30 pm – 3.20 pm presentation 
3.20 pm – 3.45 pm questions and answers 

 3.45 pm – 4 pm break 

Final comments and wrap up 4 pm – 5 pm 
 

 

 


