
 

 

Hello Everyone and Welcome to a New Academic Year! 

 

You are receiving this e-mail because you have registered for the following course: Legal Writing 

and Oral Advocacy. My name is Sofie, and I will be teaching the course this year. Welcome!  

 

The following course is probably going to be a little different than the other courses that you will be 

studying this year, as I am going to attempt to teach you a skill and not a substantive area of law. 

This should be an interesting challenge, because strong legal writing and advocacy skills are the 

building blocks of your career. If you cannot communicate your legal knowledge in a concise and 

rational manner, then you are going to struggle as a lawyer.  

 

I realize that for most of you English will be your second or even third language, and that writing 

and speaking in English will seem a little daunting. But have no fear, after 12 weeks with me, you 

will be writing and speaking in no time! The hope is that this class is going to be a safe space where 

you can further develop your skills by participating actively with the assignments and exercises that 

we are going to do in class. 

 

I have attached the syllabus, and as you will see, all of the assigned reading is either going to be 

available to you online or be in the library. As such, you will not need to buy books for this course.  

 

As I am attempting to teach you how to improve your writing, I am going to be setting you small 

research and writing tasks each week. If you do these assignments, then I can almost guarantee that 

you will see improvements in your writing skills over the next 10 weeks.  

 

The first assignment that I would like for you to do is the following: 

 

In 300 words or less, explain a legal theory or legal concept that challenged your or captured your 

imagination. 

 

To my mind, University is the place where we engage with the big ideas of our times. We are 

introduced to concepts and theories that stretch and challenge us. So I would like for you to describe 

to me, over a few paragraphs, a particular legal concept that either challenged you or captured your 

imagination.  

 

Please send me your assignments by Tuesday nights. 

 

With regards to the readings, for next week I would like for you to read the following two articles 

(which are attached to this e-mail):  

  

Pamela Samuelson, Good Legal Writing: of Orwell and Window Panels, University of Pittsburg 

Law Review (1985) 

George D. Gopen, The State of Legal Writing. Res Ipsa Loquitur, Michigan Law Review (1987) 

The Samuelson article is a nice introduction to some of the things that we will be working on over 

the course of the next three months. The Gopen article is more of an entertaining, albeit slightly 

difficult read. Glopen's article is beautifully written, but uses quite advanced English. So I don't 

expect you to read this article in detail, just skim read it.  

If you have any questions about the syllabus (which we will go over in detail next lecture) or the 

assignment, please do not hesitate to contact me! 



 

 

Looking forward to class next Wednesday, 

Sofie Høgestøl 


