
JUR5930 - Comparative Public Law 

Exam 2017 

General instructions: Choose ONE question from the list below. You must answer both parts. 

The first part (a) is always worth 65% and second part (b) is always worth 35%.  

Comparison. To ‘compare’ means to choose and analyse at least three country jurisdictions. 

The exception is question 5, which requires the selection of at least one international 

jurisdictions and two country jurisdictions. You can use a comparative case method (i.e., 

limited number of jurisdictions), a medium/large-N method or both. If you choose to focus on 

administrative law, you may focus on two countries but you must justify the choice.  

Materials: You are expected to engage in original research and use the relevant prescribed 

materials from the course. 

Questions: 

1. Constraints on executive power are a key feature of most constitutions. In states with 

an elected head of state: 

a. Compare the system for removal of presidents, including the relevant caselaw. 

b. Discuss which system of removal seems most appropriate and under what 

circumstances.  

  

2. Judicial review is a dominant feature of contemporary public law. 

a. Compare the nature of judicial review powers in constitutional, administrative 

law or environmental law, and include examples from one substantive field. 

b. Discuss why these countries emerged with their form of judicial review. 

 

3. A number of states allow citizens to engage in direct democracy, through referendum, 

popular initiatives etc.   

a. Should countries embrace direct democracy more regularly? Give examples. 

b. Can judicial review provide a way to ensure that direct democracy respects 

human rights?  

 

4. Differences in tax law across countries and jurisdictions create challenges for tax 

authorities 

a. Describe and analyse how legal differences create incentives for tax avoidance. 

b. How could the current system be reformed? 

 

5. Independent regulatory agencies possess multiple powers in today’s complex and 

often privatised economy. 

a. Compare a regulatory agency, its powers and its degree of independence from 

the government.  

b. Should these agencies be more or less independent?  

 

6. International and supranational law shapes increasingly public law at the domestic 

level. Choose at least one international jurisdiction and: 

a. Compare the reception of that law in two domestic jurisdictions. You can 

choose a specific area. 

b. How should domestic courts approach or adjudicate international law? Be sure 

to give examples of different judicial practices. 



Size: Maximum 4000 words of substantive text and 2000 words of Annex material. Front 

page, contents page (optional) and bibliography are not included. If footnotes are used in the 

text (at the bottom of each page), they are included in the word limit. Annexes up can be used 

for descriptive legal and statistical material that is suitable for tables. Papers that exceed these 

limits will be disallowed.  

 

Format:  

 12 point Times New Roman, 1.5 spaced.  

 References from second literature should be set out in the footnotes in author-date 

style with the relevant page number: e.g.  Elster (1998: 45). The full reference should 

be then included in the bibliography.  

 Primary references (e.g. laws, cases) should be included in full in the footnotes and 

can be placed in the bibliography. For repeated primary citations, you can use a short 

form version: e.g., a first citation would be “Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137 (1803)” 

and a repeated citation would be “Marbury v. Madison”.  

 If a repeated citation follows directly under the first, use “Ibid.” 

 

Cheating: Any exam at the University of Oslo is being checked for both correct word count 

and incidents of cheating. The text recognition software Ephorus will be used to find cases of 

plagiarism. Failure to cite sources or highlight quotes in any assignments that are handed in is 

considered cheating. http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/examinations/cheating  

 

Submit your exam: Save the paper as PDF and deliver it using Inspera: 

http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/examinations/conducting-exams/inspera/index.html 

Papers handed in after the deadline will not be considered. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Reports
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/5/137/
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/examinations/cheating
http://www.uio.no/english/studies/admin/examinations/conducting-exams/inspera/index.html

