
Grading rubric FYS4640 

Preface 
At the oral examination, the candidate, the lecturer, and an external examiner are present. After 

entering the room, everybody says hello to each other, and the exam starts. The candidate can 

choose whether to write on paper or on a blackboard. The exam typically takes 40 min per student. 

Aids like books or calculators are not allowed/necessary. 

The exam starts with the candidate briefly presenting her/his project (max 5 slides). Based on the 

presentation, the lecturer will ask questions about the presentation and the syllabus. The lecturer is 

responsible for the examination. It is common to start with relatively simple questions, usually a little 

general, and then follow up with more difficult questions until the examiner knows how deep the 

knowledge goes. It is common to return to simpler questions once the examiner notices that 

knowledge is lacking in a specific topic. 

It is therefore important that the candidate is active and that she/he proceeds unasked beyond the 

actual question given, to show that she/he is able to go deeper into the topic in question. 

Occasionally, the examiner will stop the candidate in order to preserve timefor covering other 

learning outcomes as well. Such a situation is considerably more favorable than if the examiner has 

to "pull and pull" knowledge out of the candidate. 

The candidate can ask for new questions if she/he feels that she/he does not have much to answer 

on that particular question. It counts negatively towards the grade that the candidate is not able to 

answer, but in that way the candidate gets more time to discuss topics where she/he hopefully 

knows more. 

Although the lecturer leads the exam, it is possible that the external examiner breaks in and asks 

supplementary questions (as long as this does not take up too much of the total time). 

During the examination, notes are made about the degree of difficulty of the questions and the 

quality of the candidate’s answers (based on the grade characteristics below). Since the lecturer is 

often fully focused on the examination, it is the external examiner who takes the notes. The notes 

ensure that the discussion of grades after the examination is as thorough as possible. 

Grading 
Here only one characteristic is given for grades A, C and E. The intermediate grades B and D are 

natural to use when the performance lies between the given characteristics. 

The grade A is characterized by: 
The presentation shows that the candidate has mastered both the concepts and the technical 

apparatus, and that he/she has a very good overview of the thematic contexts. Within the 

framework of the syllabus, the candidate appears as somebody the examiner can discuss with at eye 

level. The presentation is clear, precise and well organized with the correct use of subject 

terminology. Some minor inaccuracies may be allowed. 



The grade C is characterized by: 
The candidate can explain the basic features of most key concepts, but the presentation shows signs 

of lack of overview and/or independence. The presentation is easy to understand, but may have 

some formal shortcomings. 

The grade E is characterized by: 
The presentation shows that the candidate has knowledge of the basic concepts from several parts of 

the course, but has difficulty describing arguments and connections beyond these basics. The 

presentation is largely understandable, but reveals clear mistakes and misunderstandings. 


