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History and Philosophy

Program hour 1:

• Example of an exam question

• A philosophical discussion

• Q&A • You might get questions from 
this part at the exam
• Even though that has not 

happened before

• Read the learning outcomes at 
the course page
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Exercise 1 (8 points altogether)

a) The start of the field Artificial Intelligence (AI) – or at least the start 
of the term “Artificial Intelligence” – is normally claimed to be a 
workshop. Where and when was the workshop? (2 points)

b) The declared goals and underlying assumption of this workshop 
came - to a large degree - to define the field AI. What were these 
goals and assumptions. (3 points)

c) Which methods dominated AI the first decades? (3 points)
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Possible answer (a)

a) The start of the field Artificial Intelligence (AI) – or at least the start 
of the term “Artificial Intelligence” – is normally claimed to be a 
workshop. Where and when was the workshop? (2 points)

• At Dartmouth College in USA in 1956
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Possible answer (b)

b) The declared goals and underlying assumption of this workshop came - to a large 
degree - to define the field AI. What were these goals and assumptions. (3 points)

• The goals focused on aspects of intelligence like learning, human language, planning, 
forming abstractions and concepts.

• The concrete goal was to make machines simulate how humans solve these tasks.

• The assumption was that any aspect of human intelligence could be described so 
precisely that a machine could be made to simulate it.

• (They were quite optimistic and believed in great progress in two months.)
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Possible answer (c)

c) Which methods dominated AI the first decades? (3 points)

• There were various approaches and methods. However, the majority were 
symbolic, where the world and the problems should be represented by 
symbols, and where the computer was explicitly programmed to perform 
stepwise manipulations of these symbols. 

• The stepwise moves could be based on logical rules, search strategies or 
various attempts to mimic the steps a human would follow to solve the 
task.

• This contrasts to machine learning and sub-symbolic methods, e.g., neural 
nets
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What to read?

• We will not ask for names or years that are not on slides.
• Beware, History primarily week 13, but also part of earlier lectures

• The topics will be mentioned on the slides. The recommended 
readings (Wikipedia) will give more information and give you a better 
understanding for answering. Cf., (b) and (c) above.
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Philosophy
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Can chatbots be sentient?

Blake Lemoine (2022):

• LaMDA shows sentience
• https://cajundiscordian.medium.com/is-

lamda-sentient-an-interview-ea64d916d917

• “sentience”:
• the capacity of a being to 

experience feelings and 
sensations
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Questions for discussion

• Are chatbots sentient today? Can they be sometime in the future?

• Which beings do you recognize as sentient? 
• Humans, mammals, reptiles, insects, plants, stones?

• How do you recognize a being as sentient?

• How is this different from what you can recognize from a chatbot or 
robot?
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Sentience vs. intelligence

Gary Marcus:

• Chatbots are not sentient

• Chatbots are not intelligent
• https://garymarcus.substack.com/p/nonsense-

on-stilts?s=r

Questions

• Is “sentience” the same as 
“intelligence”?

• Does “intelligence” presuppose 
“sentience”? 

• Can a machine be intelligent without 
being sentient?

• Are chatbots, like LaMDA or ChatGPT, 
intelligent?

12

https://garymarcus.substack.com/p/nonsense-on-stilts?s=r


2022

13


