IN4340 – Engaged Qualitative Research Methods
Final Exam, Academic Year 2024/2025


This exam consists of four questions. Students enrolled in the PhD programme are required to answer three questions. Students enrolled in the Master’s programme are required to answer two questions. All answers carry the same weight.

Each answer should not exceed 2500 words excluding references. A leeway of 10% over the word limit for each answer is acceptable.

The exam is to be submitted by 16 December 2024, 23.59. Use Inspera to submit your exam. You will find your candidate number on Studentweb. The exam is take home, open book, and published on 25 November through Inspera.


1. Walsham (2006) offers multiple practical considerations for conducting and reporting on interpretive case studies. He also discusses the role of theory in case study research, focusing on the interpretive paradigm that much engaged research adopts.

· According to Walsham (2006), what are the three main ways of using theory in the conduct of case studies? Discuss and illustrate these with examples.
 
· Using examples from the literature, discuss the advantages and limitations of case study research, as compared to other methodologies studied in this course. What reasons may motivate you to choose a case study as methodology for your thesis?


2. The Health Information Systems Programme (HISP) at University of Oslo has a long tradition of conducting action research. Theorised by Braa et al. (2004), the Networks of Action approach has long informed the activities conducted at HISP.

· Drawing on publications from the HISP network, illustrate the Networks of Action approach. How did this approach innovate on traditional ways to conduct action research in the information Systems domain?

· Using literature, elaborate on the main advantages and disadvantages presented by the Networks of Action approach. Two decades after its theorisation, do you consider this a viable methodology? Motivate your answer with examples.


3. Myers (1997) defines grounded theory as “a research method that seeks to develop theory that is grounded in data systematically gathered and analysed”. Coding, a process in which abstract categories are derived from the data, is at the center of the grounded theory methodology.

· Using examples from the literature, compare and contrast grounded theory with other methodologies studied in this course. What considerations would you make if you were to choose grounded theory for your research?

· It has been argued that grounded theory, while capable to accommodate interpretive research, presents traits that make it more akin to a positivist epistemology. What is your stance on this matter? Illustrate with examples.


4. Ethnographic research aims to grasp the subjects’ lived experience, seeking to place the phenomena studied in their social and cultural context. In virtue of this, Myers (1997) has referred to ethnography as “one of the most in-depth research methods possible”.

· Discuss the trade-off that ethnography presents with other methodologies, which, like action research, prescribe more active intervention of the researcher on the studied object. What advantages and disadvantages does ethnography present in comparison? Illustrate with examples.

· Illustrate the concept of epistemic violence, and detail how ethnographic research can result in its perpetration. What measures can be taken to avoid this risk?
