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Quiz in “new” groups

Look up the quiz on the course schedule for this 
day. Discuss in groups for 35 minutes. 



Quiz summing up in class



Exam how to 

Course content and learning outcomes
Exam practicalities 
Typical questions
Grading pass/fail
Questions?



Course content
In this course, you learn about different qualitative research 
paradigms and methodologies emphasising interpretive and 
critical traditions. You practice and mature your skills in 
qualitative research methods, preparing for your Master and 
PhD thesis work as well as for participation in systems 
development projects.

You learn to understand and apply the different philosophical 
assumptions underlying qualitative research, and to consider 
the strengths and the weaknesses of various qualitative 
research methodologies. Through different practical 
assignments, you gain experience from the different phases of 
qualitative research, including data collection, analysis, 
writing, and making a research proposal.



Learning outcomes
After you have completed this course, you can
• explain and compare different qualitative research paradigms 

including the interpretive, critical, and positivist paradigms
• explain and compare different qualitative methodologies 

including case studies, action research, and ethnography
• explain and compare different methods used in qualitative 

empirical research in informatics including interviews and 
observations

• explain and illustrate the relationships between research 
questions, paradigms, methodologies and methods

• to be continued



• ……continued
• position and discuss your own and others’ research with respect 

to the qualitative research paradigms
• make qualified and well-motivated choices of research 

methodology for your own research and assess others’ choices 
of methodology

• perform interviews and observations and analyze the resulting 
empirical data



Exam practicalities

15 min each
Fail/pass



Typical exam questions 

You plan to carry out a case study. How could 
you carry out this research as an ethnography?
…
You plan to do grounded theory with interviews. 
Could you work with a different methodology 
that opens up for more methods?
…



Description of criteria for pass

Pass The assignment demonstrates that the candidate has 
a broad knowledge in the whole curriculum, and good 
knowledge of the most central areas. The use of 
terminology is satisfactory and the assignment is 
clear and precise. The candidate also demonstrates 
good professional judgment and independence. If the 
assignment includes laboratory work, field work and 
similar tasks the candidate must also demonstrate 
sufficient technical skills to carry out such tasks in an 
independent and safe manner.

The requirement of a broad knowledge of the 
curriculum means that there should not be large gaps 
in knowledge within the curriculum. Missing or 
unsatisfactory responses in certain areas cannot be 
compensated by very good responses in others. 
However, areas may be weighed differently according 
to importance in the curriculum.



Description of criteria for fail

Fail The assignment demonstrates that the 
candidate has insufficient knowledge in 
key areas of the curriculum, or significant 
knowledge gaps in the more peripheral 
areas. The candidate cannot demonstrate 
sufficient knowledge, methodological skills 
or competence to apply the achieved 
learning outcome of the curriculum in an 
independent manner.

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/grades/grade-
descriptions/mn-pass-fail.html

https://www.uio.no/english/studies/examinations/grades/grade-descriptions/mn-pass-fail.html


Questions?



Good luck to everyone!


