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Objectivity of the researcher -- a trick question?

Interpretations are not wrong or 
unwanted, but we should be 
aware of them.

Ask yourself if striving to be 
objective is important in your 
study? 

● If yes, what do you seek to learn and 
which truth can you find?

● If no, what do you seek to learn and 
which truth can you find?

In some research traditions, such as the 
natural sciences, being objective and 
uncovering objective truths is in focus.

In the research traditions in this course it is 
more complex because one can never identify 
all the variables. Therefore we use concepts 
such as (self)-reflexivity to discuss how the 
researcher may color all parts of the research 
project



The ‘detached’ researcher?



Toward your Research Proposal

● To help focus your writing, it helps to imagine a specific reader or reader 
group. Who will benefit from reading your text, and what do you want them to 
know after reading it?

● Many of you will probably use other research methodologies than what you 
learn in this course. If so, please adapt your project to fit within the framework 
of this course.

● The more you write in your first draft, the more relevant feedback you will 
have the opportunity to get from us. But don’t panic!



Writing & referencing

● You can choose to write in English or Norwegian - both is ok. We advise you 
to practice writing in the language you will use for your thesis.

● If you write in English, please use a tool for spell check, either in Microsoft 
Word or i.e. Grammarly (highly recommended!)

○ Remember that you have free access to Office 365 through UiO
● In the research proposals, we have higher standards for referencing correctly. 

Please see i.e. “Search & Write” (linked on the course website) if you are 
unsure about this. We will not approve assignments with incorrect use of 
references.

○ Tip: use a referencing tool such as Zotero, EndNote, Mendeley, or BibTeX.


