
Answering feedback
Hopefully clarifying some things :)



Q: Are the mandatory assignments relevant for the exam?

Yes. We have had similar assignments in this course for many years and students 
have been well prepared for the exam.

You do not learn “recipes” for qualitative research in this course. There are very 
few right/wrong answers. You learn about different ways of doing qualitative 
research and to reflect on who you are as researchers.

The only difference this year is assignment 3 and the fact that you do not work in 
groups. This is due to corona, and we acknowledge that there are both pros and 
cons about this solution.



Q: Should I worry about the practical implementation of the 
exam?

No. If you live a place with poor internet connection, in a noisy kollektiv or have 
kids at home, we will find a good solution together. 

We have had many oral exams on Zoom the past year and we are not worried!

The oral exam in this course is more like a conversation between the student and 
the examiner than an interrogation (it’s usually very pleasant experience) :)



Q: I find the curriculum confusing. What am I supposed to 
read?

We have made this clearer on the course website.

We expect that you have read all mandatory papers/chapters.

When you are going to write your research proposals (assignment 4&5) you will 
likely need some additional resources.

The recommended extra readings are papers that we have read and recommend.

The additional resources are papers that have been recommended by previous 
lecturers.



Q: Can we get individual feedback on the mandatory 
assignments?
We are very sorry, but we do not have the resources to give each of you individual 
feedback in this course.

Previous years, feedback has been given to project groups. However, the 
feedback has never been about telling the students what is right or wrong, but 
about getting them to reflect.

The questions that you discuss in the mandatory seminars are questions that we 
would ask you if we were to do oral feedback sessions :)



Q: It feels like the general feedback only points out 
unimportant, minor mistakes. Is this true?

No, and we are sorry if anyone has felt bad after a feedback session!

The comments we give you in the general feedback are actually examples of large 
topics that it is important for you to reflect upon.

The quotes are usually written by us, but occasionally we use quotes from your 
assignments if we find a very good example of something.

There are few things to do right or wrong in the mandatory assignments. The goal 
is that you try out a few different methods and reflect afterwards.


