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Course document IN5010 / IN9010 
 

1. learning outcomes 
 

The learning outcomes for IN5010 / IN9010 are as follows: 

This course enables you to: 

• compare different theories on the relations between technology and society 
• apply this theoretical understanding to real-life examples 

After this course, you can: 

• explain your perspective on the social and ethical responsibility of the 
information technology developer, designer or innovator 

• discuss social and ethical challenges in technology design and use 
• describe the lifecycle of a technology 

This course provides you the competence to: 

• present critical and reflexive arguments about new and emerging information 
technologies 

2. mandatory assignments 
 

1. attendance 80% 
Alice will keep track of your attendance. If you come later, please make sure that 
Alice has noticed you. If there is a special circumstance you need to explain, talk with 
Maja. Attendance is required from the start of the meeting (most days 10:15) until the 
end of the meeting and does not include the preparation time (09:15 – 10:15) and 
indiv/group work. 
 
2. three short essays 
Everyone needs to submit three short essays as individual assignments. The texts of 
the essays can become part of the take home exam, which is a longer essay. The 
deadlines for the essays are 16 November (18:00), 29 November (18:00), and 7 
December (18:00). See essays. 
 

3. group work + presentation 
Every student will be a member of a small project group. The members of a group 
will work together on course assignments, which together will become the group 
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project. They will present their project together on the last day of the course. The 
mandatory group presentation is between 10 – 15 minutes. A pdf of the presentation 
(slides plus text) needs to be send to Maja and Alice before December 7 at 08:30. 
See project. 
 

3. exam 
 
Students who have fulfilled the mandatory assignments of the course (see 2. 
mandatory assignments) can participate in the final exam. 
 

take home exam 
The take home exam consists of an exam essay. You can start writing on your exam 
essay from the start of the course. You are free to decide on the topic of your essay. I 
encourage you to use this opportunity to write a text that can become the basis for a 
chapter in our master or PhD thesis. You can reflect on the social or ethical challenges 
of your project; you can describe your theoretical perspectives on technology and/or 
design; you can explore a particular technology or use your case from different 
angles. 
 

requirements 
You need to actively use some of the mandatory course literature in the essay. 
Depending on your topic, you need to use at least two of the articles in the 
compendium and at least two articles from the secondary literature list (see course 
page; eligible articles are marked with [a]). You can discuss the articles, use them to 
analyse a case, use them to reflect on your project, etc.  
 
The essay needs to be min. 4000 words and max. 5000 words, excluding images, 
references, table of contents, etc. PhD candidates need to write an exam essay of 
min. 8000 words and max. 9000 words. You can use the texts of your three essays in 
the exam essay. Please use 1.5 line spacing and page numbers. Don’t forget to put 
your student number on the essay and the total amount of words, and send it as a 
pdf document to Maja. 
 

grading 
The essay will be graded on the basis of the quality of the discussion and use of the 
literature; independent and original work; and critical and/or reflexive approach. In 
addition, the essay will be evaluated on the basis of the learning outcomes of the 
course (see 1. learning outcomes) 
 

deadline 
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The deadline for delivery of the exam essay is December 22 at 18:00. You can of 
course send it earlier. 
 

4. essays 
 

three short essays 
Everyone needs to submit three short essays as individual assignments. In this course 
we write in English. The texts of the essays can become part of the take home exam. 
The deadlines for the essays are 16 November (18:00), 29 November (18:00), and 7 
December (18:00). Each essay has to be between 450 and 600 words, excluding 
references). Put your name and the number of words at the top of your essay. Essay 3 
should be written by hand. Essays that are longer or shorter will not be accepted. 
Submit your essay in pdf format (scan essay 3) to both Maja and Alice. You will 
receive very brief feedback on your essay. 
 

1. essay on design 
You have read some articles with critical, theoretical, or ethical perspectives on design. Write 
a short essay on a design perspective or combination of perspectives that you 
will/may use in your master/PhD thesis. Briefly explain this perspective. Use the main 
part of the essay for the discussion of the relevance or application of the perspective. 

 

2. essay on theory 
You have read some articles on the theory of technology, ethics, or design (check out 
the course website for extra literature). Write a short essay on a theoretical 
perspective or combination of perspectives that you will/may use in your master/PhD 
thesis. Briefly explain the theory. Use the main part of the essay for the discussion of 
the relevance or application of theory. 

 

3. essay on paper 
In this course you have worked with paper resources and you wrote all your notes by 
hand. Write a short essay, by hand, in which you reflect on the difference between 
reading and writing digitally and paper-based reading and writing. For example, did 
it make a difference in remembering things? Finding a citation in your syllabus? 
Writing your essays? How is the experience of writing an essay but hand different 
than writing it on a computer? Etc. 
 

5. group project 
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This document describes the group project in IN5010 / IN9010 for the 2017 course. 
The presentation of the project will take place on December 7th and is a mandatory 
assignment for all students. 

project “mobile phone” 
Each group will receive an old mobile phone, which will be the technology we will 
explore during the course. The project consists of several small assignments as well 
as a final group report. The report consists of a set of slides and text (make a pdf of 
the ‘notes view’ in Powerpoint). The length of the presentation is min. 10 mins. and 
max. 15 mins. 
 
assignment 1: taking things apart  
Take your phone apart and name all the 
components and materials in your phone. 
Make notes: what is easy or difficult to take 
apart? What does this mean for mobile 
phone repair? Take photos of the process. 
Take one overview photo. Check out 
iFixit.com for tear down manuals. 
 
assignment 2: design for repairability 
How easy or difficult is it to replace the 
battery, repair the home button, 
microphone, etc.? Are there still software updates for your phone? Can you find a 
service or repair manual? Are spare parts for sale? Can you find the schematics for 
your phone? Maybe interview a mobile phone repairer. 
 
assignment 3: lifecycle of the mobile phone 
Define the lifecycle of your mobile phone. Where do the materials and components 
of your mobile phone come from? Where is the phone assembled and what is known 
about the company and the working conditions? What happens with the mobile 
phone when it no longer can be used? Is there a take back system? E-waste 
regulation? Etc. 
 
assignment 4: social and environmental responsibility 
Collect and analyse information about the company producing the phone. 
 
assignment 5: design for sustainability 
What can we do to extend the longevity of mobile phones?  
 
… and anything else of interest you can find out about your mobile phone. 
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