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UiO has already hired a vice-rector for climate, environment and 

cross-disciplinarity.

In our election platform, we emphasized sustainability as the 

basis for everything we do. A sustainability initiative will be a 

central part of our work.

we discussed how we should join forces at UiO and at our Faculty to become even better 

and more specific in our research on areas of great importance for sustainability. We 

especially highlighted research on climate, energy, environment and health, and with data-

and computational science as key factors for success.

Sustainability is also about 

ourselves, and the choices and 

priorities each of us make on a 

daily basis.

(Kristensen et al, 2021)
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Frank Wijen: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5fR_KAVRMo&t
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Sustainability
In 1987 the Brundtland commission defined sustainability as 

meeting the needs of the present without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

Continuity despite threaths and 

opportunities (Vehkamäki, 2005)

Scalability (Braa et 

al, 2004

https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/sustainability


Different forms of sustainability?

• Economic and financial sustainability

• Technological sustainability

• Social sustainability

• Institutional sustainability

• Environmental sustainability

September 29, 2021 Ragnhild Bassøe Gundersen, Doctoral Research Fellow, HISP, IFI, UiO 9

(Ali and Bailur, 2007)Are these only relevant for ICT4D?



Sustainable development..

Who defines what is relevant?

Why should it be sustained?

How should it be sustained?
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(Ali and Balur, 2007)
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Sule Kutlay Gandur:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=tP4qKqvB8pc&t


Resilience: 

some meanings and applications
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Psychology Engineering

Defense/security



Resilience
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Known disturbances

Unknown and 

unexpected disturbances

«On your toes»

Self-organizing systems

Identiy

Adaptive cycles

Scales

Specific resilience

vs

General rescilience



«Systems optimised for efficiency are

not optimized for resilience.»

What do Heeks and 

Ospina mean this?
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Sustainable and resilient IS
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Developers / implementers
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Users



References
• Asah, F., Chikumba, P., Kaasbøll, J., Manya, A., Moyo, C., Msiska, B., Senyoni, W., 2018. 

From Sustainable to Continuously Adaptive Information Systems. IST-Africa Conference 

Proceedings.

• Braa, J., Monteiro, E., Sahay, S., 2004. Networks of Action: Sustainable Health Information 

Systems Across Developing Countries. MIS Quarterly 28, 337–362. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/25148643

• Hollnagel, E., n.d. Resilience Engineering [WWW Document]. URL 

https://erikhollnagel.com/ideas/resilience-engineering.html (accessed 8.17.21).

• Vehkamäki, S., 2005. The concept of sustainability in modern times. Sustainable use of 

renewable natural resources: from principles to practices 23–35.

• Heeks, R., Ospina, A.V., 2019. Conceptualising the link between information systems and 

resilience: A developing country field study. Information Systems Journal 29, 70–96. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12177

• Bibi, D., Effah, J., Boateng, R., 2020. Sustaining a National Digital Location Platform in an 

African Country: The Case of Ghana. AMCIS 2020 Proceedings.

• https://www.lse.ac.uk/management/people/academic-staff/smadon

• Walker, B., Salt, D., 2012. Resilience Practice: Building Capacity to Absorb Disturbance 

and Maintain Function, 1st edition. ed. Island Press, Washington.

September 29, 2021 Ragnhild Bassøe Gundersen, Doctoral Research Fellow, HISP, IFI, UiO 17

https://doi.org/10.2307/25148643
https://erikhollnagel.com/ideas/resilience-engineering.html
https://doi.org/10.1111/isj.12177
https://www.lse.ac.uk/management/people/academic-staff/smadon


References

• Ali, M., Bailur, S., 2007. Challenging “Sustainability” in ICTf¤ - Is Bricolage the Answer? 

Presented at the Conference on Social implications of Computers in Developing Countries, 

São Paulo, Brazil.

• da Silva, A., Fernandez, W., 2013. Beyond Free Lunch: Building Sustainable ICT4D, ECIS 

2013 - Proceedings of the 21st European Conference on Information Systems.

• Kristensen, S., Døhl, J., Jamtveit, B., Mørken, K., 2021. We will focus on sustainability - For 

employees - University of Oslo [WWW Document]. URL https://www.uio.no/english/for-

employees/unitpages/mn/current-matters/news/we-will-focus-on-sustainability.html

(accessed 9.13.21).

September 29, 2021 Ragnhild Bassøe Gundersen, Doctoral Research Fellow, HISP, IFI, UiO 18

https://www.uio.no/english/for-employees/unitpages/mn/current-matters/news/we-will-focus-on-sustainability.html

