
ICT For Development: Building a Better World IN5390/INF9390 Final Exam Fall, 2020 

To be submitted by December 13, 2020, 12:00.  Use Inspera to submit your exam. You find your 

candidate number on Studentweb.  

The exam is take home, open book, and published on Nov 27 through the course website and 

Inspera. The exam will have 4 questions, and the PhD enrolled students are required to answer 3 

questions from them, and the Masters students 2 of the 4 questions. All questions are equally 

weighted. 

The answers would be descriptive, and each question could be addressed in at least 2 pages and max 

4 pages (in total 4 - 8 pages for Master and 6 - 12 for PhD). You should try to demonstrate your 

understanding of the concepts discussed in the course and how you are able to apply it to ICT4D 

situations which may be presented to you in the questions. 

Questions: 

1. The Digital Public Goods Alliance has as its mission to “promote digital goods to create a 

more equitable world”.  Read about it at: https://digitalpublicgoods.net/ 

 

A) What theories of development you have read about would be most relevant in helping the 

alliance meet its mission. 

B) Consider the potential relevance, strengths and weaknesses, of this initiative related to 

the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

2. Bruno Latour has famously said “airplanes don’t fly, airlines do”. With respect to this 

statement, please comment on the following: 

 

A) How does this guide you on conceptualizing ICTs within a development context? 

B) Illustrate your conceptualization with an example, as drawn from some published work, 

including the internet. 

 

3. On 11 June 2020, United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres presented a set of 

recommended actions for the international community “to help ensure all people are 

connected, respected, and protected in the digital age.” (see https://www.un.org/en/digital-

cooperation-panel/). A number of recommendations were provided to build digital 

cooperation, including related to “supporting global cooperation on artificial intelligence that 

is trustworthy, human-rights based, safe and sustainable and promotes peace”.  

A) Discuss what do you see as the key challenges and opportunities available to the 

development community, in materializing the above stated promise of AI in development 

B) How do you believe trust and peace can be promoted through AI based applications 

within development settings. 



4. In light of the contemporary challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic, and how countries have 

used digital technologies to respond to it, discuss: 

A) How can learnings from these digital responses, help our understanding of the question: 

“are ICTs creating a better world in which we live”.  

B) Use one the theorists we have studied (Giddens, Castells or Amartya Sen) to comment on 

why you feel the world has become “better” or not. 


