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Introduction (1/3)

• In today’s information technology age, data is the main 

  commodity

• Possessing more data typically generates more value in 

  data-driven businesses

• According to the International Data Corporation (IDC):
• the amount of digital data generated surpassed 1 zettabyte in 2010

• 2.5 exabytes of new data is generated each day since 2012 

• Cisco estimates that there were around 50 billion connected 

  devices by 2020 

• All these connected devices constitute the Internet of Things (IoT) and possibly generate 
a massive amount of data

• With this astronomical amount of data, current mobile network architectures will have 
trouble managing the momentum and magnitude of data
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Introduction (2/3)

• In current implementations of cloud-based applications:
• most data needs storage, analysis, and decision making 

• such data is sent to the data centers in the cloud

• As the data velocity and volume increases:
• moving the big data from IoT devices to the cloud might not be efficient, or might be even infeasible in 

some cases due to bandwidth constraints

• On the other hand, as time-sensitive and location-aware applications emerge (such as 
patient monitoring, real-time manufacturing, self-driving cars, etc.):
• the distant cloud will not be able to satisfy the ultra-low latency requirements of these applications, 

provide location-aware services, or scale to the magnitude of the data that these applications produce

• Moreover, in some applications:
• sending the data to the cloud may not be a feasible solution due to privacy concerns

5
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Introduction (3/3)

• To address the issues of high-bandwidth, geographically dispersed, ultra-low latency, and 
privacy-sensitive applications, there is a quintessential need for a computing paradigm 
that takes place closer to connected devices

• Fog computing has been proposed by both industry and academia to address the above 
issues and to quench the need for computing paradigm closer to connected devices:
• it bridges the gap between the cloud and IoT devices by enabling computing, storage, networking, and 

data management on the network nodes within the close vicinity of IoT devices

• computation, storage, networking, decision making, and data management occur along the path between 
IoT devices and the cloud
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Comparing fog computing and related computing paradigms

• Cloud computing
• cloud services

• cloud resource provisioning

• types of cloud

• Fog computing
• fog vs. cloud

• fog-cloud federation

• fog RAN (Radio Access 
Network)

• Mobile computing

• Mobile cloud computing

7

• Mobile ad hoc cloud computing
• MACC (Mobile ad hoc Cloud 

Computing) vs. cloud computing

• MACC vs. MCC (Mobile Cloud 
Computing)

• MACC vs. fog

• MACC vs. MANET (Mobile Ad hoc 
Network)

• Edge computing
• edge computing vs. fog computing

• where is edge?

• Multi-access edge computing

• Cloudlet computing

• Mist computing

• Other similar 
computing paradigms:
• Micro data center

• Cloud of things

• Edge cloud

© Paulo Ferreira

What is cloud computing ?
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Cloud Computing

• Cloud computing has been instrumental in expanding the reach and capabilities of 
computing, storage, and networking infrastructure to the applications

• The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) defines cloud computing as:
• a model that promotes ubiquitous, on-demand network access to shared computing resources

• Cloud data centers are:
• large pools of highly accessible virtualized resources that can be dynamically reconfigured for a scalable 

workload

• this reconfigurability is beneficial for clouds services that are offered with a pay-as-you-go cost model

• The pay-as-you-go cost model:
• allows users to conveniently access remote computing resources and data management services, 

• while only being charged for the amount of resources they use

• Cloud providers, such as Google, IBM, Microsoft, and Amazon provide and provision large 
data centers to host these cloud-based resources

9
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Cloud Computing - cloud services

• Cloud offers infrastructure, platform, and software as services (IaaS, PaaS, SaaS)

• Application developers can use a variety of these services depending on the needs of the 
applications they develop
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Cloud Computing - cloud services / IaaS

• Infrastructure as a service (IaaS) allows:
• cloud consumers to directly access IT infrastructures for processing, storage, and networking resources

• Example of IaaS:
• suppose Sam wants to set up a high-tech agricultural system that utilizes IoT devices to monitor the 

condition of crops

• Sam contacts a cloud provider and acquires an IaaS for development of his system

• Sam now can configure the IaaS (often offered as a standalone VM) in terms of hardware and 
corresponding software for his need

• control over infrastructure (IaaS) allows Sam to customize hardware configuration, such as the number 
of CPU cores and RAM capacity, in addition to systems-level software

• Sam can obtain an IaaS from Amazon Web Services (AWS), Microsoft Azure, or Google Compute Engine 
(GCE)
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Cloud Computing - cloud services / PaaS

• Platform as a service (PaaS) allows:
• cloud consumers to develop software and fully supports software lifecycle –often with the help of a 

middleware – for software management and configuration. 

• Example of PaaS:
• if Sam does not need to configure the infrastructure of the cloud, managing and configuration of 

hardware and software may detract from the productivity of Sam’s business

• now, Sam could consider using PaaS offered by Apache Stratos, Azure App Services, or Google App Engine 
for his business

• PaaS manages the underlying low-level processes and allows Sam to focus on managing software for his 
IoT-specific interactions

• moreover, PaaS providers often include tools for convenient management of databases and scaling 
applications
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Cloud Computing - cloud services / SaaS

• Software as a service (SaaS) provides:
• an environment to centrally host applications and removes the need for to install software manually 

• Example of SaaS:
• Sam is willing to spend more money and likes to get full software packages, and 

• he does not want to take care of software issues, such as database scalability, socket management, etc. 

• Sam’s client software now can be hosted on Google Apps or as a Web application

13
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Cloud Computing - cloud services / IaaS, PaaS, SaaS

• In short, cloud services can be utilized for distinct use cases for a variety of end users

14

This figure illustrates the 

relationship among IaaS, 

PaaS, and SaaS with the 

underlying cloud 

infrastructure, and 

illustrates what portion of 

the application stack is 

managed by cloud 

providers.
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Cloud Computing - cloud resource provisioning

• Since the demand for cloud resources is not fixed and can change over time:
• setting a fixed amount of resources results in either overprovisioning or under-provisioning

15
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Cloud Computing - cloud resource provisioning (cont)

16

• A foundation of cloud computing is based on provisioning only the required resources for 
the demand:
• this includes the use of virtualization for on-demand application deployment, and 

• the use of resource provisioning to manage hardware and software in cloud data centers

• Provisioning resources is an important topic in cloud computing that is widely explored

• Since it is difficult to estimate service usage from tenants, most cloud providers have a 
pay-as-you-go payment scheme:
• as a result, providers can be more flexible on how to provision resources, and 

• clients only pay for the amount of resources they actually use
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Cloud Computing - types of cloud / private cloud

• There are four types of cloud deployments: 
• private cloud, 

• community cloud, 

• public cloud, and 

• hybrid cloud

• Private clouds:
• designed for use by a singular entity and ensure high privacy and configurability

• good choice for organizations that require an infrastructure for their applications

• similar to traditional company-owned server farms and often do not benefit from a pay-as-you-go cost 
model

17
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Cloud Computing - types of cloud / community cloud

• Community clouds:
• used by a community of users, and the infrastructure is shared between several organizations

• it results in decentralized ownership of the cloud by multiple organizations within the community,

• without relying on a large cloud vendor for the IT infrastructure
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Cloud Computing - types of cloud / public cloud

• Public clouds are the typical model of cloud computing:
• where the cloud services are offered by cloud service providers, such as Amazon, IBM, Google, Microsoft, 

etc.

• Public clouds are generally:
• more popular, 

• easy-to-maintain, and 

• cost-effective compared to private clouds

• In contrast to private clouds:
• public clouds may benefit from the pay-as-you-go pricing model

• however, public clouds do not always offer users complete customization of hardware, middleware, 
network, and security settings

19
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Cloud Computing - types of cloud / hybrid cloud

• Hybrid clouds:
• are simply a combination of the cloud types previously mentioned 

• It allows users:
• to have finer control over virtualized infrastructure, and 

• combining the capabilities from different types of cloud deployments is accomplished through 
standardized or proprietary technology
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Cloud Computing

• The cloud computing paradigm was initially established to allow users to access a pool of 
computing resources for ubiquitous computing

• Even though cloud computing has helped bring forth accessible computing: 
• the time required to access cloud-based applications may be too high, and 

• may not be practical for some mission-critical applications, or applications with ultra-low latency 
requirements

• also, the rapid growth in the amount of data generated at the network edge by an increasing number of 
connected devices requires cloud resources to be closer to where the data is generated

• Greater demand for high-bandwidth, geographically-dispersed, low-latency, and privacy-
sensitive data processing has emerged:
• need for computing paradigms that take place closer to connected devices

• supporting low-latency, high-bandwidth, decentralized applications

• To address these needs, fog computing has been proposed 

21
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What is fog computing ?
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Fog Computing

• Fog computing bridges the gap between the cloud and end devices (e.g., IoT nodes) 

• It enables computing, storage, networking, and data management on network nodes 
within the close vicinity of IoT devices

• Consequentially:
• computation, storage, networking, decision making and data management not only occur in the cloud, 

but also 

• occur along the IoT-to-Cloud path as data traverses to the cloud (preferably close to the IoT devices)

• Example:
• compressing the GPS data can happen at the edge before transmission to the cloud in Intelligent 

Transportation Systems (ITS)

23
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Fog Computing (cont.)

• Fog computing is defined by the OpenFog Consortium as:
• a horizontal system-level architecture that distributes computing, storage, control and networking 

functions closer to the users along a cloud-to-thing continuum

• The “horizontal” platform in fog computing allows computing functions to be:
• distributed between different platforms and industries, whereas 

• a vertical platform promotes “siloed” applications

• A vertical platform:
• may provide strong support for a single type of application (silo),

• but it does not account for platform-to-platform interaction in other vertically focused platforms

• In addition to facilitating a horizontal architecture:
• fog computing provides a flexible platform to meet the data-driven needs of operators and users
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Fog computing - fog vs. cloud (1/4)

• Fog computing is intended to provide strong support for the Internet of Things

• A common example that is often used to distinguish fog and cloud computing is:
• whether latency-sensitive applications can be supported while maintaining satisfactory quality of service 

(QoS)

• fog nodes can be placed close to IoT source nodes, allowing latency to be noticeably reduced compared to 
traditional cloud computing

• While this example gives an intuitive motivation for fog:
• latency-sensitive applications are only one of the many applications that warrant the need for fog 

computing

• Nodes in fog computing are generally deployed in less centralized locations compared to 
centralized cloud data centers

25
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Fog computing - fog vs. cloud (2/4)

• Fog nodes are wide-spread and geographically available in large numbers

• In fog computing:
• security must be provided at the edge or in the dedicated locations of fog nodes, 

• as opposed to the centrally-developed security mechanisms in dedicated buildings for cloud data centers

• The decentralized nature of fog computing allows devices to:
• either serve as fog computing nodes themselves (e.g., a car acts as a fog node for onboard sensors) or 

• use fog resources as the clients of the fog

• The majority of differences between cloud and fog computing are attributed to:
• the scale of hardware components associated with these computing paradigms
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Fog computing - fog vs. cloud (3/4)

• Cloud computing :
• provides high availability of computing resources at relatively high power consumption 

• typically utilizes large data centers

• must be accessed through the network core

• requires devices to be connected when the cloud service is in progress

• Fog computing:
• provides moderate availability of computing resources at lower power consumption

• utilizes small servers, routers, switches, gateways, set-top boxes, or access points

• hardware occupies much less space than that of cloud computing; thus, it can be located closer to users

• can be accessed through connected devices from the edge of the network to the network core

• continuous Internet connectivity is not essential for the fog-based services to work (send necessary 
updates to the cloud whenever the connection is available)

27
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Fog computing - fog vs. cloud (4/4)

• Fog helps devices to:
• measure, monitor, process, analyze and react, and distributes computation, communication, storage, 

control, and decision making closer to IoT devices 

• Many industries could use fog to their benefit: 
• energy, 

• manufacturing, 

• transportation, 

• healthcare, 

• smart cities, 

• etc.
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Real-World Deployments

29

• It seems that it is not 
the short latency that
matters the most

• It is availability of safety 
critical applications and 
bandwidth
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Fog computing related paradigms
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Fog computing - fog RAN (1/2)

• Fog computing can be integrated into mobile technologies in the form of radio access 
networks (RAN), to form what is referred to as fog RAN (F-RAN)

• Computing resources on F-RANs may be used for caching at the edge of the network:
• which enables faster retrieval of content and a lower burden on the front-haul

• F-RAN can be implemented through 5G related mobile technologies

• On the other hand, cloud RAN (C-RAN) provides centralized control over F-RAN nodes:
• C-RAN takes advantage of virtualization, and decouples the base stations within a cell of the mobile 

network from its baseband functions by virtualizing those functions

• in C-RAN a large number of low-cost Remote Radio Heads (RRHs) are randomly deployed and connected 
to the Base Band Unit (BBU) pool through the front-haul links

33
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Fog computing - fog RAN (2/2)

• Both F-RAN and C-RAN are suited for mobile networks with base stations and are 
candidates for 5G deployments

• Also, the use of F-RAN and C-RAN brings a more energy efficient form of network 
operation
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Classification of Computing Paradigms

35

The figure illustrates our 

comparison of fog computing 

and its related computing 

paradigms
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Mobile computing (1/3)

• The advancement in fog and cloud computing is influenced by the groundwork set forth by 
the development of mobile computing

• Mobile computing, or nomadic computing, is:
• when computing is performed via mobile, portable devices, such as laptops, tablets, or mobile phones

• Mobile computing can be utilized to create pervasive context-aware applications

• At the heart of mobile computing is the vision for:
• adaptation in an environment of low processing power and intermittent, sparse network connectivity

• The peak of mobile computing technologies precedes cloud computing

36
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Mobile computing (2/3)
• A large number of fundamental challenges (such as user mobility, network heterogeneity, 

and low bandwidth) in mobile computing have been addressed

• Due to the evolving requirements of connected consumer devices:
• mobile computing alone is not suitable for many recent computing challenges

• With fog and cloud computing:
• computation is no longer tied to a local network  

• fog and cloud computing expand the scale and scope of mobile computing

• The only type of hardware that mobile computing requires are mobile devices:
• which can be connected through Bluetooth, WiFi, ZigBee, and other cellular protocols 

• In contrast, cloud computing require more resource-rich hardware with virtualization 
capabilities 37
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Mobile computing (3/3)

• Security in mobile computing must be provided on the mobile device itself 

• Compared to cloud computing:
• mobile computing is more resource-constrained, 

• in recent years, mobile hardware and wireless protocols have been improved

• The power of mobile computing comes from its distributed computing architecture:
• distributed applications benefit from this architecture because mobile machines do not need a 

centralized location to operate

• Mobile computing, however, comes with many drawbacks such as:
• poor-resource constraints, the balance between autonomy and interdependence (prevalent in all 

distributed architectures), communication latency, and the need for mobile clients to efficiently adapt to 
changing environments

• These drawbacks often make mobile computing unsuitable for current applications that 
require low-latency or robustness, or that need large amounts of data to be generated, 
processed, and stored on devices
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Mobile cloud computing (1/4)

• Cloud computing became a valuable complement to mobile computing

• This combination resulted in mobile cloud computing (MCC):
• an infrastructure where both the data storage and data processing occur outside of the mobile device, 

bringing mobile computing applications to not just smartphone users but a much broader range of 
mobile subscribers

• NIST extends this definition to include mobile devices: 
• the synergy between IoT devices, mobile devices, and cloud computing that enables data intensive and 

CPU-intensive applications for IoT environments

• Some of these applications in MCC include crowdsourcing, healthcare, sensor data 
processing, and task offloading

• Mobile applications can be partitioned at runtime:
• computationally intensive components of the application can be handled through adaptive offloading

39
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Mobile cloud computing (2/4)

• Mobile cloud computing (MCC):
• resource constrained mobile devices can leverage resource-rich cloud services

• it shifts the majority of computation from mobile devices to the cloud

• it helps to run computation intensive applications and to increase the battery life of mobile devices

• it shares a blend of capabilities and characteristics in mobile computing and cloud computing

• By adopting a combination of mobile computing and cloud computing objectives:
• high availability of computing resources is present in MCC as opposed to resource-constrained mobile 

computing

• this allows for the emergence of high computation applications, such as mobile augmented reality

40
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Mobile cloud computing (3/4)

• The availability of cloud-based services in MCC is considerably higher than that of mobile 
computing

• Similar to cloud computing and fog computing:
• MCC relies on cloud services for operating high-computation services

• Computation in MCC can also be operated by mobile devices

• Similar to cloud computing:
• security in MCC must be provisioned in both mobile devices and in the cloud

• e.g., an Android app that helps drivers find parking space availability using MCC

41
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Mobile cloud computing (4/4)

• MCC also suffers from the same limitations of mobile computing and cloud computing:
• since both cloud computing and MCC require cloud-based services, and as access to those services is 

through the network core by WAN connection, applications running on these platforms require 
connection to the Internet all the time

• offloading computation to the cloud causes the latency to be relatively high for delay-sensitive 
applications

• For example:
• a food recognition system based on MCC that distributes the data analytics between the mobile devices 

and the servers in the cloud

• mobile phones can perform light-weight computation on food images for food recognition, which allows 
the system to overcome some inherent limitations of traditional MCC paradigm, such as high latency 
and low battery life of mobile devices

42
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Mobile ad hoc cloud computing

• Despite the pervasive nature of MCC, this computing paradigm is not always suitable for 
scenarios in which there is a lack of infrastructure or a centralized cloud

• An ad hoc mobile network consists of nodes that:
• form a temporary, dynamic network through routing and transport protocols

• it is the most decentralized form of a network

• Mobile devices in an ad hoc mobile network form a highly dynamic network topology:
• the network formed by the mobile devices is highly dynamic and must accommodate for devices that 

continuously join or leave the network

• ad hoc mobile devices can form clouds that can be used for networking, storage, and computing

• MACC (Mobile ad hoc cloud computing) could include use cases such as disaster relief, 
group live video streaming, and unmanned vehicular systems

43
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Mobile ad hoc cloud computing-MACC vs. cloud computing

• Mobile ad hoc cloud computing (MACC) is fundamentally different from cloud computing, 
mainly due to the ad hoc nature of the resources

• MACC involves mobile devices that function as data providers, storage, and processing 
devices

• Mobile devices in a mobile ad hoc cloud network are also responsible for routing traffic 
among themselves, because of the lack of network infrastructure

• By pooling local mobile resources to form an ad hoc cloud, MACC offers reasonably high 
computation

• These attributes differ from the target users, architecture, and connectivity in cloud 
computing

44
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Mobile ad hoc cloud computing-MACC vs. MCC

• MACC is also different from MCC in the hardware, service access method, and the 
distance from users:
• since computation is done on mobile devices in MACC, 

• whereas it is far from mobile devices in MCC

• MACC only requires mobile devices to operate, whereas MCC requires large-scale data 
centers used for cloud computing in addition to mobile devices:
• this results in high computation power, but also higher latency in MCC

• Security in MACC must be provided only in mobile devices, but ensuring trust may be 
challenging in MACC without a secure collaboration framework

• Finally, in MACC, services are only accessed through mobile devices that are connected 
via Bluetooth, WiFi, and other cellular protocols

45
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Mobile ad hoc cloud computing-MACC vs. fog

• Although fog computing can be performed across a variety of resource-rich and resource 
deficient devices:
• mobile ad hoc cloud computing is better suited for highly decentralized, dynamic network topologies in 

which Internet connection is not guaranteed

• Connected devices in MACC are more decentralized compared to fog computing:
• this allows the devices to form a more dynamic network in places of sparely connected devices or a 

constantly changing network

• Example: 
• an ad hoc network for peer-to-peer file sharing
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Mobile ad hoc cloud computing-MACC vs. MANET

• A similar concept to MACC is a mobile ad hoc network (MANET)

• MANETs consist of:
• mobile host devices that are connected to each other with single hop without base stations

• MANET devices form dynamic networks but do not necessarily form a cloud:
• the computing or storage resource pools are not necessary for MANETs

• however, many solutions to MANETS, such as redundancy and broadcasting, can be applied to MACC

• In a resource-constrained environment, peers may want to pool resources together to 
achieve a computationally demanding task that may not be feasible on a single device

• Use case: 
• an unmanned vehicular system that consists of multiple unmanned vehicles and traffic devices

47
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Edge computing (1/3)
• Similar to how MCC extends the capabilities of mobile devices:

• edge computing also enhances the management, storage, and processing power of data generated by 
connected devices

• Unlike MCC:
• edge computing is located at the edge of the network close to IoT devices

• note that the edge is not located on the IoT devices, but as close as one hop to them

• The edge can be more than one hop away from IoT devices in the local IoT network

• OpenEdge Computing defines edge computing as:
• computation done at the edge of the network through small data centers that are close to users

• The original vision for edge computing is to provide:
• compute and storage resources close to the user in open standards and ubiquitous manner 48
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Edge computing (2/3)

• Edge computing is a crucial computing paradigm in the current landscape of IoT devices:
• it integrates the IoT devices with the cloud by filtering, preprocessing, and aggregating IoT data 

intelligently via cloud services deployed close to IoT devices

• Some issues that edge computing is well equipped to handle are privacy, latency, and 
connectivity

• Due to its proximity to the users:
• latency in edge computing is typically lower than in MCC and cloud computing, if enough local 

computation power is provided

• latency in edge computing can be slower than cloud or MCC if the local computation unit is not 
powerful enough

49
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Edge computing (3/3)

• Service availability is also higher in edge computing because:
• connected devices do not have to wait for a highly centralized platform to provide a service 

• Compared to MACC, edge computing has small data centers, whereas MACC 
fundamentally does not need data centers:
• as a result, edge computing has higher service availability

• Edge computing also can expand with broader computing capabilities than MACC by 
forming hybrid architectures with peer-to-peer and cloud computing models

50
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Edge computing-Edge computing vs. fog computing

• Although fog computing and edge computing both move the computation and storage to 
the edge of the network and closer to end-nodes:
• these paradigms are not identical

• In fact, the OpenFog Consortium states that edge computing is often erroneously called 
fog computing

• OpenFog Consortium makes the distinction that:
• fog computing is hierarchical and it provides computing, networking, storage, control, and acceleration 

anywhere from cloud to things

• while, edge computing tends to be limited to computing at the edge

51
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Comparison of fog computing and its related computing 
paradigms

52

“fog is inclusive of cloud, core, metro, 
edge, clients, and things” 

“fog seeks to realize a seamless 
continuum of computing services 
from the cloud to the things rather 
than treating the network edges as 
isolated computing platforms” 

“fog envisions a horizontal platform 
that will support the common fog 
computing functions for multiple 
industries and application domains, 
including but not limited to 
traditional telco services”

(multi-access edge computing)
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Edge computing-Where is edge?

• It is worth mentioning that:
• edge computing, cloudlets, fog computing, and mist computing (to be discussed later) are used 

interchangeably in some papers, as they all have “edge ”as a common term

• The term edge used by the telecommunications industry usually:
•  refers to 4G/5G base stations, RANs, and ISP (Internet Service Provider) access/edge networks

• Yet, the term edge that is recently used in the IoT landscape:
• refers to the local network where sensors and IoT devices are located

• in other words, the edge is the immediate first hop from the IoT devices (not the IoT nodes themselves), 
such as the WiFi access points or gateways

• If the computation is done on IoT devices themselves:
• this computing paradigm is referred to as mist computing

• General Electric notes that:
• fog computing focuses on interactions between edge devices (e.g., RANs, base stations, or edge routers), 

• whereas edge computing focuses on the technology attached to the connected things (e.g., WiFi access 
points)

53
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Multi-access edge computing (1/2)

• Mobile cloud computing (MCC) is an extension of mobile computing (MC) through cloud computing

• Analogously, multi-access edge (MEC) computing is an extension of mobile computing (MC) through edge 
computing

• ETSI (European Telecommunications Standards Institute) defines MEC as a platform that:
• provides IT and cloud-computing capabilities within the Radio Access Network (RAN) in 4G and 5G, in close proximity 

to mobile subscribers

• Multi-access edge computing was previously referred to as “mobile edge computing”:
• but the paradigm has been expanded to include a broader range of applications beyond mobile device-specific tasks

• Examples of multi-access edge computing applications include video analytics, connected vehicles, health 
monitoring, and augmented reality
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Multi-access edge computing (2/2)

• MEC:
• extends edge computing by providing compute and storage resources near low energy, low resource 

mobile devices

• it allows RAN operators to add edge computing functionality to existing base stations

• Similar to edge computing:
• small-scale data centers with virtualization capacity can also be used in MEC

• Due to underlying hardware used in MEC and edge computing:
• available computing resources is moderate, in comparison to cloud computing

• furthermore, low-latency applications can be supported in MEC

• MEC applications can benefit from real-time radio and network information hence:
• can offer a personalized and contextualized experience to the mobile subscriber
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Cloudlet computing (1/2)

• Proposed by Carnegie Mellon University, cloudlet computing is another direction in 
mobile computing:
• it shares many traits with MCC and MEC (Multi-access edge computing)

• it addresses some of the disadvantages of MCC

• A cloudlet is:
• a trusted resource-rich computer or a cluster of computers with strong connection to the Internet that 

is utilized by nearby mobile devices

• Cloudlets are small data centers (miniature clouds, as the name suggests) that are 
typically one hop away from mobile devices:
• the idea is to offload computation from mobile devices to VM-based cloudlets located on the network 

edge

• Although academia mostly drives current studies in cloudlet computing, it has high 
potential in domains such as wearable cognitive assistance and web applications 
companies
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Cloudlet computing (2/2)

• Cloudlet is the middle tier of a 3-tier continuum: 
• mobile device – cloudlet - cloud

• Given the nature of cloudlets as a small cloud close to mobile devices: 
• operators for cloudlet computing could be cloud service providers who want their services to be 

accessible closer to mobile devices

• Network infrastructure owners (e.g., AT&T, Nokia, etc.) can enable cloudlets with 
virtualization capacity to be situated closer to mobile devices:
• in smaller hardware footprints compared to the massive data centers used in cloud computing

• the small footprint of cloudlets result in more moderate computing resources, but lower latency and 
energy consumption compared to cloud computing

• Cloudlet computing is intended to serve devices in the local area
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Mist computing (1/2)

• Recently, mist computing has been introduced to capture a more extreme edge – the 
endpoints – of connected devices

• This computing paradigm describes dispersed computing at the extreme edge (the IoT 
devices themselves):
• it has been proposed with future self-aware and autonomic systems in mind

• Mist computing could be seen as the first computing location in the IoT-fog-cloud 
continuum:
• it can be informally labeled as “IoT computing ”or “things computing”

• it extends compute, storage, and networking across the fog through the things

• it is a superset of MACC

• In mist, the networking may not be necessarily ad hoc, and the devices may be mobile 
devices 62
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Mist computing (2/2)

• It is possible to use mobile devices in the vicinity as a cloud computing environment for 
storage, caching, and computing purposes:
• mist computing is used to reduce the load in traditional WiFi infrastructures for video dissemination 

applications

• the spectators of a sport event organize themselves into WiFi-Direct groups and exchange video replays 
whenever possible, bypassing the central server and access points

• it is an example of mist computing, in which IoT devices act not only as “thin clients, ”but also as “thin 
servers”

• Some other uses of mist computing are to preserve the privacy of users’ data via local 
processing, and to efficiently deploy virtualized instances on single-board computers
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Other similar computing paradigms

• Micro data center

• Cloud of things

• Edge cloud
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Micro data center

• Cloudlet is sometimes referred to as micro data center (MDC) in some studies 

• The term micro data center (MDC) was proposed by Microsoft Research in 2015:
• it is defined as “an extension of traditional data centers used in cloud computing”

• An MDC can be an edge node or a cloudlet that is deployed between IoT devices and the 
cloud
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Cloud of things

• Another similar concept to mist computing is the Cloud of Things (CoT):
• where IoT devices form a virtualized cloud infrastructure

• In mist computing computation is done on IoT devices, possibly via message exchange, 
and not necessarily in a cloud of pooled resources:
• however, in Cloud of Things, computation is done over the cloud that is formed by pooled resources of 

IoT devices

• Cloud of Things can also be used for sensing-as a service:
• which uses edge nodes as cloud agents sitting close to IoT nodes

• it follows the idea of dynamically scaling up existing cloud resources (compute, storage, and network) by 
using the sensing capability of IoT devices

• edge nodes are used as cloud agents near the edge to discover, virtualize, and form a cloud network of 
IoT devices (CoT)

• this network is a geographically distributed infrastructure, in which cloud agents constantly discover 
resources of IoT devices and pool them as cloud resources 66
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Edge cloud
• The concept of edge cloud is similar to edge computing:

• the edge cloud extends cloud capabilities at the edge by leveraging user or operator-contributed 
compute nodes at the edge of the network

• When we talk about cloud computing, we mainly talk about “core ” or “distant ” clouds, 
which are far from the user or devices

• Core clouds are further from connected things and are responsible for heavy 
computation

• In contrast, edge clouds are smaller scale compared to core clouds and are closer to the 
devices

• Similar to fog, in edge clouds:
• the ability to run an application in a coordinated manner in both edge and the distant cloud is 

envisaged

• Edge clouds are nodes at the edge, e.g.micro data centers, cloudlets, and MEC
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Fog Benefits

72

Fog brings several benefits for the application developers, applications, and different industries 

by distributing the core functions
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Discussion (1/5)

• The previous discussion about fog computing and related paradigms demonstrate the 
importance of understanding the characteristics of these platforms in the changing IT 
landscape

• As demonstrated by the strength and weaknesses attributed to these computing 
paradigms, some paradigms may be better suited for a particular use case than others

• Even so, fog computing is suited for a large number of use cases in the current landscape 
of IoT and connected devices

• The versatility of fog computing makes it suitable for many cases of data-driven 
computing and low-latency applications
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Discussion (2/5)

• Even though it may not be suitable for a few extreme applications, such as disaster zones 
or sparse network topologies where ad hoc computing (e.g., MACC) or extreme edge 
clouds (e.g., mist, CoT) may be a better fit

• Nonetheless, fog computing is considered a more general form of computing when 
compared to other similar paradigms (e.g., EC, MEC, cloudlet):
• because of its comprehensive definition scope, generality, and extensive presence along the thing-to 

cloud continuum

• Fog computing offers a bright future for an open-standards environment of connected 
devices, as it is evident by IEEE Standard’s adoption of OpenFog Reference Architecture

• See Table 2 and 3 in the accompanying paper for a summary of these characteristics 
(shown in the next 2 slides)
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Discussion (3/5) - Table 
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Discussion (4/5) - Table 
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Discussion (5/5)

• There does not yet exist a globally unanimous distinction between fog computing and 
related computing paradigms:
• such as edge computing, mist computing, and cloudlets across researchers and industries

• We attempt to clarify the distinctions between fog computing and the related computing 
paradigms

• See next slide for a comparison of the underlying infrastructure of fog computing and its 
related computing paradigms from the networking perspective
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Comparison of Fog with Related Paradigms

78

Comparison of 

the infrastructure 

of fog computing 

and its related 

computing 

paradigms from 

the networking 

perspective
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Conclusion (1/2)

• The Internet of Things accelerates digital transformation and provides benefits to many 
industries, including manufacturing, energy, transportation, smart cities, education, retail, 
healthcare, and government

• Due to IoT’s fundamental benefits, the number of connected devices and the IoT networks 
is on the rise, as individuals and companies deploy more and more IoT devices

• IoT is expected to connect billions of devices and humans to bring promising advantages 
for us

• Fog computing is one of the promising solutions for handling the big data that is being 
produced by the IoT, which is often security-critical and time sensitive
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Conclusion (2/2)

• We provided a tutorial on what fog computing is and how it relates to or differs from 
other computing paradigms, such as cloudlets, MEC, and edge computing

• The paper provides a taxonomy of research topics in fog computing and summarizes the 
relevant papers on fog computing and its related computing paradigms

• Finally, the paper shows some challenges and future directions for research in fog 
computing
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