INF5220 Qualitative Research Methods

Intensive course winter 2005/2006

Lectureres: Margunn Aanestad and Petter Nielsen + guest lecturers
Lectures and assignments: 

Week 52: Tuesday 27th of December – Friday 30th of December 2005
Week 1: Monday 2nd of January – Friday 6th of January 2006
Week 2: Monday 9th of January – Friday 14th of January 2006
(The lectures start at 12.00 in room 418 in Forskningsparken 2.)

Rest of January and February: initial field studies in various settings.
You will be evaluated based on your research proposal for the Master project (which is to be conducted in 2006-2007). The research proposal shall be developed during the spring of 2006 and submitted by June 15th.

Course material:

The course book is: David Silverman: Doing Qualitative Research (Sage Publications, 2nd edition, 2004, chapters 1-24). In addition, exemplary scientific papers will be discussed. These will be handed out by the lecturers. Previous Master theses will also be used, these will be available electronically.

Learning objectives and contents of the course:
Theory: What is research? What is qualitative research? You should know the various approaches to qualitative research (e.g. the positivist, interpretive, critical, design ‘paradigms’) and what longitudinal studies and comparative research entails. You should also be familiar with these specific types of qualitative research: action research, case study, ethnographic research, grounded theory, ethnomethodology, conversation analysis, discourse analysis, contextual inquiry. You should know some facts about its theoretical basis and the history of emergence, and be able to describe its emphasis, suitable area of application as well as strength and weaknesses (problems, limitations). We will not require in-depth knowledge of all of the approaches, and in the course we will focus on and emphasise action research and interpretive research. We will also discuss ethical issues, and issues regarding legislation (e.g. on collecting personal and sensitive data).
Research skills: You should gain knowledge about and experience with concrete field research techniques (e.g. interviews, observational techniques, text analysis). For various types of empirical material (e.g. interviews, observations, texts, video, conversations) you should know how to collect and how to approach it (suitable techniques for organising, handling and analysing). You should also be able to discuss which information this material may give you, what its limitations are (practical and theoretical/methodical), what role you assign to the data, and to reflect on the reliability of the material and the validity of your analysis and interpretation. We will emphasise developing research skills appropriate for a Master project in a HISP context. In particular we will exemplify and discuss issues related to conducting a situation analysis in (primary) health care settings. Guest lecturers from the HISP project will describe in detail what is involved in making a situational analysis, including practicalities such as getting access. We will also discuss useful techniques (such as writing of analytic memos along the field work), and discuss the analytical work involved, as well as interpretation and writing based on field data.
Research design: You should know what elements a research proposal should contain, and you should be able to write one. You should know how to motivate your study and formulate a research question. You should be able to choose, describe and justify how you will approach the research project, including the specific technique(s) you will employ. The kinds of material you will collect, and the object, sample, population, and/or site of study should also be sensibly chosen and argued for. Similarly, you should be able to describe and/or evaluate another research study, how it is motivated, whether the chosen approach is well linked to the research question, whether the empirical material is well suited to address the research question, etc. (For this we will work with previous (HISP-related and possibly other) Master theses). We will in particular discuss issues like: How does a Master thesis look like, what elements should be in it? How to motivate a study? How to define a research question? How to do a literature survey (including using tools for literature searches, and other library services available). How to use literature, and how to reference? How to structure your argumentation? We will start working on planning your research project, selecting the research approach and planning for the field work. Writing a research proposal will be the main assignment of the course. 

