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Vede gt Puacalls sehming ( Pugon g on ctel])

Bees, then, know just this fact which is of service to them-
selves, that the hexagon is greater than the square and the
triangle and will hold more honey for the same expendi-
ture of material used in constructing the different figures.
We, however, claiming as we do a greater share in wis-
dom than bees, will investigate a problem of still wider
extent, namely, that, of all equilateral and equiangular
plane figures having an equal perimeter, that which has
the greater number of angles is always greater, and the
greatest plane figure of all those which have a perimeter
equal to that of the polygons is the circle.

Pappus from Alexandira, ca. 340 AD
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