
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO
Faculty of mathematics and natural sciences

Exam in: STK4900/9900 –– Statistical Methods and Applications

Day of examination: Monday, 2 June 2025

Examination hours: 15.00 – 19.00

This problem set consists of 6 pages.

Appendices: None.

Permitted aids: All printed and hand-written resources.
Approved calculator.

Please make sure that your copy of the problem set is
complete before you attempt to answer anything.

Problem 1

In this problem we are interested in studying house prices based on a small
real estate dataset. The variables in our data include:

price: sale price of the house in 10,000 NOK,

sqm: living area in square meters,

bedrooms: number of bedrooms,

age: age of the house in years.

(a) Using price as outcome and the other variables a predictors, a linear
regression model is fitted on the data. Below you find the command
and output when fitting such a model in R using the lm() function.
Write down the estimated model and provide an interpretation of the
coefficients for sqm and age in the context of the application.

(Continued on page 2.)
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(b) Residual plots from the analysis in (a) are provided below. Explain
each plot and, in particular, discuss what the plots tell you regarding
the appropriateness of the model.

(c) Three alternative models are fitted on the data by removing one of the
predictors at a time. Below you find the commands and outputs from
fitting such models in R, where model 1, model 2, model 3 refer to the
models in which sqm, bedrooms, age, respectively, have been removed
from the set of predictors. Among models 1-3 and the full model from
1(a), which model would you choose? Motivate your answer.

Model 1

Model 2

(Continued on page 3.)
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Model 3

(d) Consider the output of model 3 above and the coefficient of sqm.
Explain how the value in the final column, Pr(> |t|) = 0.00497,
is calculated and how it can be used to say something about the
significance of the coefficient in the considered model.

(e) We are interested in predicting the price of a house with the following
predictor values: sqm = 114, bedrooms = 3, age = 29. Using the full
model, we compute the confidence interval and prediction interval in R.
The commands and outputs are shown below. Give an interpretation
of the two intervals and explain why one is larger than the other.

Confidence interval

Prediction interval

Problem 2

We are interested in studying factors associated with the presence of heart
disease. At our disposal we have a dataset consisting of 150 individuals with
the following observed variables:

heart.disease: binary variable that takes value 1 if the person has
heart disease, and 0 otherwise,

age: age in years,

chol: serum cholesterol level,

smoker: binary variable that takes value 1 if the person is a smoker,
and 0 otherwise,

(Continued on page 4.)
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gender: binary variable that takes value 1 if the person is female, and
0 otherwise.

We are interested in modelling the probability that a person has heart disease
given the remaining variables.

(a) We fit a logistic regression model with heart.disease as response and
the remaining variables as predictors. Below you find the command
and output when fitting such a model in R using the glm() function.
Write down the estimated model and provide an interpretation of the
coefficients for chol and smoker in the context of the application.

(b) Provide an interpretation of the intercept in the context of the
application. Why is the interpretation of the intercept in this case not
particularly meaningful in practice and how could it be made more
meaningful?

(c) Based on the model, compute: (i) the odds ratio for an 5 year increase
in age, (ii) a 95% confidence interval for the odds ratio for being
a smoker. See the table below for some possibly useful cumulative
probabilities for a variable following a standard normal distribution,
Z ∼ N(0, 1).

z 1.282 1.645 1.960 2.326 2.576 2.807 3.090
P (Z ≤ z) 0.90 0.95 0.975 0.99 0.995 0.9975 0.999

(d) Explain how you could go about comparing the above full model that
includes all predictors against an alternative model that includes all
predictors except gender.

(Continued on page 5.)
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Problem 3

A clinical study is conducted to evaluate the time to relapse (i.e. recurrence
of symptoms) in months for 150 cancer patients undergoing one of two
treatments: Treatment A or Treatment B. In addition to relapse time
(variable time) and type of treatment (variable treatment), the following
variables were observed for each patient:

age: age of patient at the enrolment in study,

gender: gender of patient (male/female),

stage: cancer stage (early/advanced).

Some patients were lost to follow-up (encoded by variable event), resulting
in right-censored data.

(a) We start by comparing the Kaplan-Meier curves for the two treatment
groups. The curves are shown in the plot below, where remission means
that there are no symptoms. Now: (i) explain the purpose of the
Kaplan-Meier estimator (note: you do not need to explain how it is
computed), (ii) based on the plot, give approximate estimates of the
median time to relapse for both groups.

(b) Continuing on (a), we use the R function survdiff() to perform a
logrank test. Explain what a logrank test is testing, and use the output
of the test (shown below) to write a conclusion of the test.

(c) In order to further study the difference between the two treatments, we
use a Cox regression model where we adjust for age, gender and stage.

(Continued on page 6.)



Exam in STK4900/9900, Monday, 2 June 2025 Page 6

To fit the model, we use the R function coxph(), and a summary of the
fitted model is shown below. Specify the model we use for the hazard
rate in this case, and use the output below to find estimates for the
regression coefficients in your model.

Note: in the above output, the binary variables are represented as 0/1
variables, such that treatmentB, gendermale, stageearly are equal
to 1 if the original variables take on the values Treatment B, male and
early, respectively, and 0 otherwise.

(d) Considering that we are interested in studying the difference between
the treatments, what is the reason for including additional predictors
in the model, that is, why might the model in (c) be more appropriate,
compared to the analysis in (a)-(b), for comparing the effects of the
different treatments?

(e) Find the hazard ratio for Treatment B versus Treatment A and its 95%
confidence interval. Interpret this hazard ratio and write a conclusion
regarding the difference between the two treatments.

THE END - GOOD LUCK!


