2023 Exam Questions 4011

Answer ONE question in a maximum of 3000 words, not including references. You must use the course syllabus as well as some materials not on the syllabus.


1. Calls for decolonising scholarship and the discipline are coming from many quarters. But what precisely this means is still debated. Drawing on a minimum of 2 topics covered in the course, discuss what issues you think are at stake and why. 

2. A number of themes (besides borders) run through the course such as: justice, intersectionality, knowledge politics, urbanisation, among others. Select a minimum of 2 different sub-disciplines from the course, identify a theme you want to address and discuss how it is theoretically similar and different across the sub-disciplines. You are encouraged to discuss theory at different levels of abstraction from the broadest ontological framing, to the epistemological and empirical implications for research. 

3. The theme of ‘borders’ was used in the course to help to show how theory defines objects of research and the questions asked. It is rare for people to explicitly discuss their theoretical framing unless speaking about philosophy questions. Using at least 2 different topics from the course, compare and contrast how borders are theorised from a philosophical (ontological, epistemological, methodological) point of view.

4. Compare and contrast important issues for 2 different topics from the course. Elaborate current research their conceptual concerns, and the implications for the research questions asked. You are encouraged to discuss theory at different levels of abstraction from the broadest ontological framing, to the epistemological and empirical implications for research. 

