2024 Exam Questions 4011

Answer ONE question in a maximum of 3000 words, not including references. You must use the course syllabus as well as some materials not on the syllabus. Note that answers which do not draw convincingly from key readings and in-class discussions will be considered a fail.

Be sure to use proper referencing styles (in text citations and bibliography) and follow UiO guidelines on the use of AI in exams (basically, don’t use it! The exam should reflect what you learned and how you want to go forward as a professional).


1. What does it mean to decolonise our scholarship in Geography? Drawing on a minimum of 2 topics covered in the course, discuss how research questions change and what is at stake for theory development when a decolonial approach is adopted. 

2. The theme of ‘borders’ runs across the course to help to show how theory defines objects of research and the questions asked. Yet, identifying and characterising the ontological and epistemological choices in case studies is rarely straight forward. Philosophy of science choices are generally implicit. Use the idea of ‘borders’ to discuss how at least 2 different topics in the course demonstrate differences from an ontological, epistemological, methodological point of view.

3. While this course looks at different sub-disciplines in Geography, there are several themes besides borders which they have in common. Feminist theory, decolonising scholarship, development and political economy of spatial forms among them. Select a minimum of 2 different sub-disciplines from the course, identify a theme you want to address and discuss how it is theoretically similar and different across the sub-disciplines. Discuss theory at different levels of abstraction from its ontological framings, to the epistemological and empirical implications for research. 

4. Compare and contrast important issues for 2 different topics from the course. Elaborate current research and their conceptual concerns, and the implications for the research questions asked. You are encouraged to discuss theory at different levels of abstraction from the broadest ontological framing, to the epistemological and empirical implications for research. 

