Examiners' Guide for Marking HGO4604 Term Papers

Context from the Course Description: “The term paper is a critical component of HGO4604, where students work on it throughout the semester. Each student selects a topic in consultation with course instructors, ensuring it aligns with the thematic focus of the course. The term paper should be a maximum of 4000 words, excluding references and notes.”

Assessment Criteria: The primary objective of evaluating the term paper is to gauge the student's conceptual understanding of work, workers and work-based processes. Examiners are to assess papers based on two principal criteria:
· Understanding of Concepts: Examine the student's comprehension of selected concepts or theoretical explanations from the course curriculum.
· Application of Concepts: Assess the student's ability to apply these concepts to their chosen topic or case.

Key Considerations for Marking:
· Evaluate how well students engage with the literature and the theoretical and conceptual material from the reading list – although the reading list should be understood as a guidance, not as a limitation, for the students.
· Look for the integration of key themes such as futures, agency, alienation, representation, fragmentation, precarity, justice, circularity, and solidarity.
· Students may also choose to delve into secondary concepts such as constrained labor agency, basic/surplus alienation, universal alienation, de-alienation, representative claims, the precariat, just transitions, and intersectional solidarity – to name a few options.
· It is crucial for students to frame their discussion within the thematic focus of the course, demonstrating both empirical and conceptual engagement with their chosen topic.
· As examiners, ensure each paper provides a coherent and insightful discussion that reflects a robust understanding of the relevant themes and theories.
