
Exam Questions for SGO2500 Fall 2024 

 

 

 

1. LONG-ANSWER QUESTIONS (1500 words) 

 

Choose 1 of the 2 questions presented below and write an answer of maximum 1500 

words based on what you have learned in the course. The course syllabus should 

inform your answer. Please indicate the question number at the beginning of your 

answer. 

 

 

Option 1.a  

The world is behind schedule to reach international climate targets to avoid a deepening 

climate crisis. The necessary (and delayed) green energy transitions (both "away from fossil 

fuel” and in building renewable energy systems) come with both benefits and burdens. The 

climate urgency underscores the danger of injustices and deepened social and economic 

inequalities within and between countries (and generations). Different kinds of actors’ 

demand that justice concerns should be part of energy transition strategies, direced at both 

national and international policy arenas. Below you see two examples that may inspire your 

reflections: First is a screen shot from the webpage of the pan-African trade union body, 

ITUC-Africa, demanding just transition directed at the African climate summit in 2023. In the 

tweet, you see a student at a Kenyan summer school on climate change, demanding just 

transition from the Global North.  

 

What kind of challenges to justice do you see in a green energy transition? How can “just 

transition" concepts help form strategies to avoid unfair burdens on countries and peoples of 

the global South in energy transition? You may want to refer to specific cases from readings, 

class or of your own knowledge in your answer. You may consider production as well as 

consumption of energy. 

 



 

  

 

Option 1b.  



Both markets and states play important roles in structuring energy systems and shaping 

energy spaces. Throughout the course, we have discussed this in historical terms, in relation 

to fossil energy systems and in the ongoing diffusion of renewables in the Global South 

today.  

 

 

How do states and market actors at different scales (i.e. local, foreign, global) shape the 

emerging renewable energy spaces in the Global South. You may draw on empirical cases 

from different part of the course (such as Chile, Sub-Saharan Africa etc.). You may want to 

consider the roles of both local and foreign state and market actors.  

 

You may take inspiration from this article from The Guardian, holding arguing that Chile is a 

leading example of solar energy development.   

 

 

 

 

2. SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS (500 words) 

 

Choose 1 of the 2 questions presented below and write an answer of maximum 500 

words based on what you have learned in the course. The course syllabus should 

inform your answer. Please indicate the question number at the beginning of your 

answer. 



 

Option 2a: The Resource Curse 

When Total Energy announced its oil plans in Suriname, van Hulst (Vice-Chair Elect of 

International Partnership of Hydrogen & Fuel Cells in the Economy) tweeted a warning 

against the resource curse (see screenshot from X).  

 
 

What is meant by the resource curse, and what is meant by the Dutch Disease? What are 

some of the criticisms of the resource curse? You can use examples to illustrate.  

 

 

Option 2b 

 

Discuss different ways of understanding transfer of innovations between geographical 

regions with different contextual conditions, and how such transfer may contribute to 

inspiration, joint learning, and system innovation among different kinds of actors such as 

policy makers and practitioners.  

 

Use examples from the field of small-scale solar electricity systems. Reflect briefly on the 

potential roles of national and international actors, the private sector, the state, non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) and civil society in experimenting with innovative ways 

of providing electricity services in local communities. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 


