
SGO2500 - Exam 

November 26th 2018 

 

 

No support material, except for dictionaries that have been submitted to the Faculty of 

Social Sciences for control, are permitted. 

Results will be available in Studentweb on December 18th 2018. 

The exam consists of two parts: 

 Part One: Choose 3 of 5 questions 

 Part Two: Choose 1 of 3 questions. 
 

Please read and follow the instructions in each part carefully. 

 Each answer is worth 25% of the overall grade. 

 

 Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PART ONE:  

Pick 3 of 5 questions presented below and write a short essay-style answer for each of the chosen 

questions. Each answer should be between 600-800 words. Start each answer with the question 

number. 

 

1) Over the course, we learned of the historical trajectory of North South development 

from a post-WWII era through to today’s dynamic landscape of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. These phases of development each contributed important 

insights while also fell short in specific ways. Please select two of the dominant 

paradigms of development, compare and contrast their strategies for 

development, including how development would be defined, how development 

would be determined or measured, and what development activities might be 

taken? Provide examples. 
 

2) The course examined various approaches to poverty reduction. Among these, foreign 

aid was put forth as one way to reduce poverty. Aid was also critiqued as being 

ineffective in certain situations, and some critics have gone as far as to say that aid is 

dead. Describe the benefits of aid and the situations in which it is most effective; 

discuss the problems put forth by critics of aid; and consider what is the role of 

the state in using aid most effectively? Provide examples. 
 

3) North South development consists of diverse actors and institutions. Some of these 

actors or institutions work at a local level, others operate at a higher level and they 

relate with and engage “recipients” or “beneficiaries” of development differently. 

Choose and describe two main development “institutions”, explaining how they 

frame the ‘problem’ of development, and examining what they contribute to 

development and also what critiques they tend to receive. Provide examples. 
 

4) The Sustainable Development Goals represent some of the most collaborative and 

idealist work yet carried out on this planet, as they seek to set a trajectory for 

international development to address both the longstanding problems and also the 

emerging issues in North South development. Discuss and describe what is relevant 

and noteworthy in the SDGs, explain how they differ from their predecessors 

(the Millennium Development Goals), and comment on to what extent you see 

they are well set up to meet the emerging issues in North South development, 

and why.  
 

5) North South development is a field marked by good intentions, yet many well-

intentioned efforts failed to meet their mark. Some critical voices in the field have 

gone so far to say that northern development practitioners should ‘stay home’ and 

leave southern countries to their own business of development. Yet, as emerging 

issues today become more and more global and the need for responses to be more 

interdependent and interconnected, it is unclear whether the ‘stay at home’ critique is 

constructive in the bigger picture. Discuss and describe the role of the development 

practitioner including the intentions for, and the critiques of, engaging in 

poverty eradication efforts.  Comment on how the role of the development 

practitioner has changed over the decades. Provide examples. 
 



PART TWO: 

Choose only 1 out of the 3 questions to the “applied” topics we covered in North South 

development presented below and write short essay-style answer based on the course readings and 

lectures. Provide examples. Each answer should be between 600-800 words. Start your answer 

with the question number. 

 

 

1) Food and hunger remain a key issue for North South development, as food production 

would need to increase by 50% to meet the growing population that is expected to 

reach 10 billion by 2050. There are various ongoing debates in the international food 

system to meet this issue. Facts suggest that while there is still a huge number of 

hungry people, there is more than enough food in the world. Discuss and describe 

some of the reasons for food insecurity and hunger. In your answer, consider 

food distribution, food trade, agricultural strategies, and emerging issues that 

relate with food security and food sovereignty. 

 

2) Energy is important for development. The fact a country has abundant energy 

resources, such as oil and gas, has not in turn always resulted in sustainable 

development. Describe the importance of energy for development. In your answer, 

consider the strategies used to develop energy resources, the role of good 

governance by the state, as well as other decentralized energy options put forth 

by non-state actors, with examples from the readings and lectures. 

 

3) Migration is an emerging issue today and is on the rise globally. Migration patterns are 

complicated and have changed over history through to the present moment. Today, 

migration occurs from the South to the North, as well as between countries of the 

Global South, and is a tangled web of social, political, economic, historical, and 

environmental issues. Discuss what contributes to increases in migration, examine 

the different reasons why people migrate today considering the different ways 

people experience poverty, and discuss the role of migration and remittances in 

development. Provide examples. 

 


