
Sensorveiledning for WRITTEN EXAMINATION -  

SGO2500 - North/South – Development 

This exam consists of three parts. Please read and follow the instructions in each part 
carefully. 

 

Part I 

Choose only 2 out of the 3 questions presented below and write a short essay for each of the 
chosen questions. Start each answer with the question number. 

 

Question 1: 

The global South connects in various ways to the global economy, particularly though (i) 
primary commodities, (ii) foreign direct investment in manufacturing and (iii) international 
finance. Discuss one of these areas of interaction of the global South with the global 
economy. Provide examples. 

 Primary commodities: participation in the global economy mainly through export of 
raw materials; first step in a value chain, low returns, high dependence on 
international markets.  

 FDI in manufacturing: global production networks, import substitution, international 
division of labour, multinational and transnational companies, labour and 
environmental regulatons 

 International finance: international capital flows, financial institutions,loans, debt 
crisis, SAP 

 General overview of any of this gives a C. Higher grade if the student takes on the 
pros and cons of particular interactions, provides relevant examples and/or connects 
to development strategies.  

 Ref Ch 4 Williams, Werner, Bair & Fernandez 

 

Question 2: 

According to Hulme “Poverty is not a set of self-evident ”facts”: it has many potential 
dimensions and these can be presented in many different ways”. Taking into consideration 
the multidimensional framing of poverty, discuss different ways of understanding poverty.   

• Aspects to consider: Narrow or broad; Means or ends; Absolute or relative; Objective 
or subjective; Measuring a status or understanding a process; Units of analysis 

• Different understandings of poverty point to different causes of poverty and 
implications for policy.   

• Description of most aspects is a C. Higher grade if the student provides good 
examples pointing to different causes and/or policy implications. 

• Ref Ch 2 Hulme, Williams ch 7 

 



Question 3: 

How can we understand the role of the state in development? Provide examples to illustrate 
your discussion. 

 State-led development: historically, grand projects, the developmental state import 
substitution pros and cons 

 Neo-liberalism: state is the problem 

 State reform and the good governance agenda 

 What role for the state in global production networks 

 Discussion of 1 or 2 of these gives a C. Higher grade if the student makes connections 
between different aspects, discusses arguments for and against a stronger 
participation of the state.   

 Ch 6, 9 Williams, Horner 

 

Part II 

Choose only 1 out of the 2 questions presented below and write a short essay based on the 
syllabus. Provide examples. Start each answer with the question number. 

 

Question 4: 

‘Food security’ and ‘food sovereignty’ refer to different approaches to ongoing debates on 
the international food system, signaling different ways to address issues such as food 
production and distribution. Discuss the two approaches, highlighting the differences 
between the two, as well as the limitations they may have. 

 Definition of food security and food sovereignity, and differences between the two. 

 Arguments for and against the two approaches 

 Discussion of above gives a C. Higher grade if student provides relevant examples 
and/or links up (in a good way) to other issues in the course. 

 Ref Huish, Jarozc, Hopma & Woods 

Question 5: 

Discuss the policies of liberalization and privatization of the energy sector in the global 
South: What where the main arguments put forward in the 1980s? How were these policies 
implemented? What were the results and why? 

 to attract private investors to the electricity sector, increase production, get well-
functioning electricity grids and right prices of electricity expected to improve the 
economic performance and decentralisation of the electricity provision. 

 Strategies used: Unbundling of electricity sectors into production, transmission and 
distribution of electricity, operated by separate companies, regulated by 
government; commercial operation intended. 

 Results: mixed or poor 

 General overview of the above gives a C. Higher grade for more detailed explanation, 
relevant examples and/or linking up (in a good way) to other issues in the course. 

 Bridge et.al, Hancock, Romijn & Caniels 



Part III 

Commentary/reply: Based on the overall knowledge you have acquired through SGO2500, 
write a short commentary or reply to only 1 of the 2 attached news reports/opinion pieces. 
You may want to identify the underlying issues addressed in the piece, express your own 
opinion and substantiate your arguments with what you have learned in the course. You are 
free to use other examples in your commentary/reply. Start your answer with the name of 
the text you are replying to. 

 

The commentary/reply should refer to underlying issues being addressed, the student’s take 
on the issue and an argument for why it is so. A general commentary including all 3 elements 
gives a C. Higher grade if well substantiated in the readings and/or well structured and 
coherent. 

Text from “The Guardian”:  

 Export of raw materials, inequalities in the global production network, role of the 
state in the development, upgrading labour conditions, state and GPN 

Text from “AlJazeera”: 

 Legacy of colonialism, role of the state in the development, risk of corruption and 
centralizing power, poverty, role of international institutions 

 
 


