
APPENDIX A 

 

A ban on beggars in Norwegian cities is not the answer to 

homelessness  

 

Norway’s dirty little secret is out: how did one of the world’s richest nations grow so mean as 

to consider banning begging on its streets? We must use this controversy to tackle deeper 

issues facing our cities, writes Harald N Røstvik 

 

From Guardian Cities: 

Commentary by Harald N Røstvik 

Thursday 12 February 2015 15.00 GMT   

 

The most visible of the beggars that Norway has been seeking to outlaw are immigrants, 

arrived from poverty-stricken parts of eastern Europe. During the day they line the city streets 

here, holding out little cardboard cups. At night they retreat to their worn-out, overcrowded 

box vans – ageing, rusty vehicles that might contain six people sleeping. They park wherever 

they can, sometimes in the middle of well-established housing areas, until they are asked to 

leave by neighbours or the local police. 

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/feb/12/ban-beggars-norwegian-cities-homeless#img-1


But there are plenty of Norwegian-born homeless too, if more hidden from view. The 

majority of these are single mothers, victims of violence in the home. A fifth are 18-25 years 

old, half are addicted to drugs or alcohol, and 40% suffer from psychiatric illnesses. Most find 

a place to stay at night thanks to private shelters and NGOs, but some sleep on the streets and 

in doorways. Others go to noisy hostels paid for by the municipalities, where they stay warm 

but attract drug and alcohol pushers who only make the problem worse. 

Many Norwegians are uncomfortable with this alternative urban reality – and for the past year, 

our politicians have been discussing whether to “save us” from these embarrassing sights by 

introducing a law that bans street begging altogether. The two parties that originally proposed 

the idea (The Conservatives and Progress) came to power last autumn, and in January 2015, 

with the help of Centre party, they proposed a nationwide ban.  

Media outlets around the world picked up on the story: Norway’s dirty little secret, one of the 

world’s richest nations becoming so mean. The coalition government stood steadfast, but the 

Centre party got cold feet. Just a couple of days after proposing the ban, they withdrew it – 

despite having included a ban in their party manifestos for the 2009 and 2013 elections.  

Half a century ago, of course, Norway was one of Europe’s poorest countries, with people 

spending an average of 40% of their household budget on food. In 2013, having long reaped 

the rewards of striking oil, the IMF ranked only Luxembourg as richer in (nominal) GDP per 

capita than Norway, with Qatar a close third. 

Yet despite this wealth, 75,000 Norwegian-born children lived below the poverty line in 2012. 

As the oil money flowed in, so the cost of living soared, and those without jobs can’t keep up. 

To give a rough sense of how expensive it is to live in Norway, the July 2014 Big Mac Index 

(in which the cost of a McDonald’s hamburger in the US is the benchmark) had Norway at 

+62%. The UK was -8%. 

But the dearest expense in Norway, by far, is housing – so it’s no surprise that homelessness 

is growing. With 244 homeless people, Sandnes is the Norwegian city with the worst problem 

proportionally: 3.6 homeless people per 1,000 residents. The city is just 10 miles from 

Norway’s oil capital, Stavanger – driving from Sandnes to Stavanger, you pass the 

headquarters of Statoil, the national oil company. 

In Stavanger, you can see homeless people in the early morning using bushes, churchyards 

and sheds as toilets. It is freezing cold: -5C last week, with the wind making it feel closer to –

15C. Enveloped in layers of clothing, they sit on sheets of cardboard. There are no figures 



available for how many die; there are also no visible street soup kitchens in Norwegian cities. 

It is a humanitarian and a health crisis all in one. 

In 2013, the 428 municipalities across Norway were freed up to introduce new regulations 

around begging, such as setting up a register, imposing conditions under which money can be 

collected, or introducing an obligation to report to authorities. The first city to do so – the only 

one so far – was Arendal, a city of 44,000 people at the southern tip of the country, four hours 

from Oslo. Arendal has a thriving oil industry, and a beautiful archipelago that is a popular 

summer retreat for many of the rich and mighty from the capital. 

How a national ban would play out is hard to say. Not even Arendal has started to punish 

well-meaning citizens who help the poor. Some activists say they would gladly go to jail for 

such a worthy cause.  

Opponents of the ban argue that it can criminalise anyone who helps beggars. Ostensibly 

designed to give the police a way to crack down on organised people-trafficking, it could be 

interpreted as a way to punish the runner of the soup kitchen, for example, or the private 

citizen who shelters a homeless person for the night.  

Banning the visibility of beggars in cities seems like window dressing, when the real problem 

is deep and tragic. In my work as an architect, I have participated in competitions to design 

shelters for the homeless, but these have rarely materialised into any concrete action. Decades 

ago the United Nations, together with the International Union of Architects (UIA), declared 

1987 the “Year of Shelter for the Homeless”, and organised an international architects’ 

competition to help provide inexpensive shelter for the urban homeless. Many great ideas 

came out of that effort, but the problem remains – and can never be solved so long as we meet 

people who fall outside society’s norms with bans instead of shelter. 

As long as Europe’s borders remain open, there will be migration. The first step could be to 

accept this, and offer poor migrants some basic employment that skips the red tape they 

currently face. After all, the unemployment rate in Norway is only 3%.  

But we should also engage our design students to find ingenious solutions to the problem of 

homelessness in our cities. During one particular course five years ago, we asked some 

students to sleep rough for a few winter nights. They had to find all they needed to stay warm 

from scrap.  

One student was remarkably ingenious, and led the class in a constructive direction. She later 

told me that her family had fled from eastern Europe to Norway, and then had to live on the 



streets for years. Far from becoming a burden to society, this woman – now a practising 

architect – was a great asset not just to the class and her teachers, but to Norway itself. 

Professor Harald N Røstvik specialises in sustainable architecture at the Bergen School of 

Architecture, and is the author of Corruption the Nobel Way: Dirty Fuels and the Sunshine 

Revolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



APPENDIX B 

 

B.C. professor ruffles feathers by spotlighting Africa’s data 

problems  

 

Professor Morton Jerven’s research has prompted enough hostility in Africa to get him 

banned from two conferences.  

 

JOHANNESBURG — The Globe and Mail  

Author: Geoffrey York  

Last updated Thursday, Nov. 14 2013, 1:24 PM EST  

 

Morten Jerven, a mild-mannered Vancouver professor, didn’t expect much publicity for his 

scholarly tome on statistics. He blinked in surprise when he realized his academic book had 

triggered an eruption of outrage across Africa. 

Prof. Jerven, an economic historian at Simon Fraser University, has become the bête noire of 

some of Africa’s most powerful officials. They have denounced him as a “hired gun” who 

wants to “discredit” African governments. They insist he must be “stopped in his tracks.” And 



their furious pressure has already gotten him banned from two international conferences this 

year. 

He ignited the uproar by tackling an unusual taboo: the quality of African statistics. His four 

years of research – including many visits to the offices of African data agencies – has cast 

serious doubt on the “Africa Rising” narrative and its much-hyped claims about African 

development and economic growth. 

Prof. Jerven admits that the unexpected political controversy has given him “a little thrill” – 

but also “a little trepidation” as he wondered how his opponents intended to stop him. He 

continues to defend his book, hoping to spark a bigger debate on the world’s assumptions 

about African growth. 

Prof. Jerven’s basic argument is this: Even the most basic African economic statistics cannot 

be fully trusted, because they are often riddled with major flaws and wild inconsistencies. 

And if those numbers are dubious, everyone from foreign aid donors to global lending 

agencies needs to reconsider their assumptions about Africa. His book, Poor Numbers, 

concludes that African statistics are much more questionable than anyone realized – a “black 

box” of uncertainty, resulting in “governance by ignorance.” 

Even the simplest numbers on Gross Domestic Product, for example, are undermined by 

“huge discrepancies and alarming gaps,” he says. “The data are unreliable and potentially 

misleading.” 

When he visited African statistical offices, he often found them in disarray. Their top 

directors refused to respond to his requests for meetings, their staff sometimes could not 

provide basic data, and one bureaucrat manhandled him and threw him out of a statistical 

office in an East African country (he won’t say which one). 

The statistics matter, he says, because they can have a huge impact on government policies, 

foreign aid, international credit and other key issues. In his book, Prof. Jerven cites the case of 

Malawi, where farm harvest numbers were apparently exaggerated to convince donors to keep 

financing fertilizer and seed programs. He cites Nigeria, where population numbers – until 

recently – were so unreliable that nobody knew how many vaccinations or schools were 

needed. 

And as the book points out, Liberia is either the second-poorest country in Africa – or richer 

than most African countries, depending on whose data you believe. 



The inaccuracies became obvious when Ghana updated its economic numbers in 2010, and its 

GDP was suddenly raised by 60 per cent, making it officially a “middle-income country” for 

the first time. Nigeria is on the verge of a similar revision to its GDP, and its economy will 

also seem dramatically bigger overnight. 

Prof. Jerven’s book has been praised by economists and other experts. Bill Gates, the 

Microsoft billionaire who has become a leading philanthropist in Africa, says the book 

“makes a strong case” for casting doubt on official GDP numbers. “We need to devote greater 

resources to getting basic GDP numbers right,” Mr. Gates wrote in response to the book. “The 

better tools we have for measuring progress, the more we can ensure that those investments 

reach the people who need them the most.” 

But the reaction from some African governments has been anything but positive. Many were 

embarrassed to see their weaknesses exposed. Others are sensitive to any foreign criticism, 

seeing it as a throwback to the colonial era. 

Prof. Jerven’s critics, led by South African statistician-general Pali Lehohla, pressured a 

United Nations economic commission to remove him from the speaking list at a conference in 

September in Addis Ababa. They also objected to him speaking publicly at a conference in 

Paris in May, so his session was postponed and moved behind closed doors. 

“Morten Jerven will hijack the African statistical development program unless he is stopped 

in his tracks,” Mr. Lehohla told an interviewer from the Royal African Society in London. 

“We shall not be labeled a pitiful sight,” he added on a South African website. 

Zambia’s central statistical office went further: It issued a 13-page statement, attacking Prof. 

Jerven as a “hired gun” with a “hidden agenda” to “discredit” African officials. Although it 

acknowledged that many of his criticisms were correct, it complained of his “sweeping and 

sensational conclusions.” It accused him of “sneaking in” to government offices and “taking 

advantage” of junior statisticians without trying to confirm his findings with the top managers. 

“This is extremely unethical,” the office said. 

Prof. Jerven, a 35-year-old Norwegian who moved to Canada in 2009, rejects the criticism of 

his research methods. He didn’t sneak into any offices, he says. He walked in through the 

main doors, because he always had an invitation from at least one person in the statistical 

offices, even though the top directors failed to respond to his letters. 



Any challenge to the status quo “is considered a threat,” which is why the African bureaucrats 

are so furious, he says. “Maybe Lehohla and other statisticians are worried that I am standing 

between them and another payday.” 

The controversy has been “intense and frustrating,” he says, but most of the reaction to his 

research has been positive. His book, crucially, is now leading to significant reforms. The 

African Development Bank, for example, has sent a mission to Lusaka to launch a review of 

Zambia’s statistical programs. 

Even his sharpest critics may eventually be willing to back down. The Globe and Mail has 

learned that a group of leading African statisticians, including Mr. Lehohla, has agreed to a 

private meeting with Prof. Jerven early next year in Botswana – and both sides seem ready to 

resolve their battle. 

 

  



APPENDIX C 

 

Technology for elders 

 

On the bedsit table in Alma’s house there is an electric day-and-night calendar. The 

Norwegian Labour and Welfare Administration (NAV) and special stores have a huge selectio 

of alarms, lights, phones and clocks offering assistance in everyday life for people with 

special needs. 

 

From Aftenposten Oslo By 
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Welfare technology will become a good friend for elders who wish to stay at home until they 

are very old. The municipality of Oslo has allocated NOK 20 million to welfare technology 

development and use until 2018. 



The assisting aids have been on the market for a while already. But now the use of these aids 

is taking up quickly across the country. Several municipalities have set up show apartments 

for welfare technology. 

 

Purple bedding 

Geriatric nurse Solfrid Rosenvold Lyngroth and ergotherapist Sigrid Aketun are giving us a 

warm welcome to “Alma’s house” at Geriatric Resource Centre, Aker Helsearena. 

Alma’s house is abound with technology. Red furniture, purple bedding and turquoise 

bathroom tiles create colourful contrasts – important in a home that where people with 

cognitive impairment are going to navigate. Elders with dementia experience a lot of stress 

through a feeling of failure. 

Asking others for help constantly does not make people feel confident. Where is the bathroom? 

Is it night or day? What day is it? This is where welfare technology enters with a set goal: 

giving a sense of accomplishment in safe surroundings.   

 

Don’t go out 

From her chair, Alma can see straight across to the bathroom, bedroom and kitchen. This 

creates comfort, because now Alma remembers by seeing for herself. 

If Alma suddenly gets the idea that she wants to go out in the middle of the night, the digital 

wallboard in the living room will light up and a voice will be heard saying: “IT IS NIGHT. 

DON’T GO OUT” 

When Alma exits her bed, the floor will notice that she is standing on it and the light in the 

room is automatically turned on. In this way, Alma avoids tripping over.  

 

Attention overseas 

Last year, Alma’s house had 1200 visitors. 240 of them where decision-makers from Oslo, 

other Norwegian municipalities and abroad, from countries like Poland and Denmark. 

There are many suppliers of welfare technology and extensive knowledge in the field. 

Geriatric Resource Centre, Aker helsearena stays in touch with caregivers and dependents and 

assists municipal employees in nursing homes and hospitals. Even other members of the 

public can visit Alma’s house to learn about usage of welfare technology at home.  



 

Sprinkler system at home 

Some elders forget to blow out their candles. Nurses can tell of daily interventions to stop 

fires.  

An increasing number of stove alarms are set up. Aketun show us the sprinkler system in 

Alma’s house, connected to the smoke detector and to SOS International. A sprinkler system 

that cost NOK 50.000 will cover 50 sq meters. Several municipalities distribute these to 

private homes.  

- How can elders make the most use of welfare technology? 

- They need to start as early as possible, to get used to the technical equipment. That way, 

their chances of getting by in everyday life for longer increases, says Sigrid Aketun. 

 

Music in the pillow 

- Every person needs to be assessed to see whether welfare technology is a solution – and 

what kind of equipment is most suitable.  

- We conduct so-called “conversations of the heart”, where we assess the need of each 

individual. Elements of joy are important, such as a CD-player with your favourite music in 

your bed pillow, says Solfrid Rosenvold Lyngroth. Everyday life is planned for each unique 

individual, so that he or she can get by in a better way. A sense of failure creates an enormous 

stress, also for people with cognitive impairment, she says.  

 


