
Introduction to PcGive spring 2004 
 

1. Intro 
a. The package consists of the user interface program GiveWin and a number of modules. We’ll 

only use the PcGive module. Start GiveWin by clicking Start-menu->Programs->GiveWin2-
>Give Win (bat-file) 

b. Help system 
2. Read data 

a. PcGive-format: Each dataset consists of two files, one with extension .in7 and one with 
extension .bn7. When you create a dataset, GiveWin creates both. To open a dataset, we need 
both. We use File->Open to open a dataset (or click the file icon). Open ”c:\Program 
Files\GiveWin\data.in7”. Open the data window and inspect the data. We open Excel and Stata 
files in the same manner. 

b. Enter data yourself: Choose File->New, then Database. Choose Quarterly, from 2000 (1) to 2001 
(4). Disregard the warning you get. You get an empty spreadsheet. Double click the top of the 
first column to give it a name. In Variable name, type ”x”. Call the next column ”y”. The 
spreadsheet is filled with ”missing” as we haven’t entered any data yet. Go to one missing, 
double click or press enter to enter data. Enter the data below and save them on you home area. 

 X Y 
2000(1) 2 2 
2000(2) 5 5 
2000(3) 6 6 
2000(4) 8 3 
2001(1) 1 8 
2001(2) 9 5 
2001(3) 7 5 
2001(4) 4 6 

c. Get data from the internet: Find Statistics Norway’s consumer price index page at 
http://www.ssb.no/emner/08/02/10/nos_c680/tab/t-2.html. We can cut and paste data into 
GiveWin if they are nice, but here we have to clean up the data first. This is most easily done in 
Excel. Start Excel, highlight the data from SSB, copy, and paste into Excel. We are only going to 
use year averages, so we can delete the monthly data. Delete spaces between the data. Save the 
data on your home area (e.g. as CPI.xls). Go back to GiveWin and open the data. Confirm that 
they look like the data you had in Excel. 

3. Transform variables and creating new data 
a. We use the calculator to transform data, either by choosing Tools->Calculator, or by clicking the 

calculator icon. First create a variable LCPI containing the log of CPI: Choose the log function, 
replace ”VAR” with the variable name (e.g. CPI). Push = and give the variable a name. 

b. More interesting than the CPI is the rate of inflation. It is defined as CPI today minus CPI last 
year divided by CPI last year. Create a variable Infl containing annual inflation. To get the 
difference use the diff function, for last year’s value use the lag function. It is also possible to 
approximate the rate of inflation by differences in logarithms. Create a variable Infl2 where you 
use this second method. 

4. Show data graphically 
a. We make graphs by choosing Tools->Graphics or by clicking the graphics icon. Create a time 

series plot for Infl (double click Infl, then choose Actual values plot).. Comment. What is the 
long run evolution of inflation over the period of consideration? 



b. We also want to make a histogram of the rates of inflation over the last 80 years. Choose Infl, 
push ”Next: choose graph” to change the graph type. Choose ”Estimated density and histogram”. 
Comment. Does the rate of inflation look like it has a normal distribution? 

c. Make a scatterplot of Infl against Infl2. Is the difference important? 
d. Copy figures from GiveWin to Word. You have to use the Edit->Copy function, and don’t 

highlight the graph. 
5. Data analysis 1: Descriptive statistics 

a. Descriptive statistics (averages and standard deviations) are most easily created in PcGive. Then 
we need to start the PcGive module. Choose Modules->Start PcGive. PcGive pops up in a new 
window. To tell PcGive that we are doing descriptive statistics, choose Package->Descriptive 
statistics. 

b. Go back to GiveWin and close all data windows. Open data.in7 (as in 2a). Go to PcGive, click 
the ”formulate” icon. Choose all variables; press ok until you get the results. 

c. Repeat the exercise using the ”select sample” function to choose only the years before and after 
1973. Are there differences in the means and/or standard deviations between these periods? 

6. Data analysis 2: Simple regression 
a. PcGive can also do more interesting things. We are going to estimate a simple consumption 

model where C=C0+cY. Choose the package ”Econometric modeling”. Formulate model: 
Double click CONS first to tell that this is the dependent variable. Double click INC to tell that 
this is the explanatory variable. Ok through. 

7. Extra: Create a new database with 100 obs. Create a variable X which is uniform on [0,1] (use the  
ranu() function) and a variable e which is standard normal (use rann()) using the calculator. The create a 
variable Y=2+3*X+e. Regress Y on X. Are the results as expected? 

 


