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1 Welfarism

1. Define welfarism

2. What is the basic tenet of utilitarianism?

3. How can it be justified?

4. What is a utility function?

5. What is marginal utility?

6. What is the utilitarian criterion for just distribution of income?

7. Under which assumption will utilitarianism lead to economic equality?

8. What are expensive preferences?

9. How will a welfare egalitarian divide income between two persons with
different utility functions?

10. How will a utilitarian divide them

11. What are the main criticisms of welfarism?

12. What is the difference between respectful welfarism and paternalistic
welfarism?
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2 Rawls

1. What are the characteristics of Rawls’s Original Position

2. Which two main principles does he deduce from it?

3. Which are Rawls’s social primary goods?

4. Which of them should be distributed equally, and for which does he
allow inequality?

5. In what kind of circumstances is inequality permissible, according to
Rawls?

6. What is Rawls’ criticism of utilitarianism?

7. What is Sen’s criticism of Rawls’ concept of social pirmary goods?

3 The Capability Approach

1. What is the difference between a capability and a functioning?

2. Name a functioning and the corresponding capability (not taken from
the textbook)

4 Some general questions

1. What is ethical individualism?

2. What is meant by a social contract?

3. What is meant by endogenous preferences?

4. What is meant by adaptive preferences?

5. What is meant by resourcism?

6. What is a meritocracy?

7. What is the difference between rewards according to effort and rewards
according to result?

8. What is full income?
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5 Mothers and children

1. How would you decide the good of children?

2. Who should decide on it?

3. Do you agree that there is a just case for special treatment of women
as mothers?

6 Marxism

1. What is the Marxist concept of value

2. How does Marx explain that the workers are exploited by capitalists?

3. Do you accept his analysis? Why?/ Why not?

4. Is the Marxian theory of exploitation liberal? egalitarian? Please ex-
plain

7 Libertarianism

1. Which three rules define Nozick’s just entitlements?

2. How does he justify them?

3. Is there a trade-off between liberty and economic equality?
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