Grading manual for PSY2209 

The multiple choice exam counts 1/3 of the grade, and the home exam counts 2/3 of the grade.
Scores multiple choice exam
F: < 17 points
E: 17 – 26 points 
D: 27 – 30 points 
C: 31 – 34 points 
B: 35 – 42 points  
A: 43 – 50 points  
Home Exam H2023

We expect that all students will get the correct answer for the prediction of BMI by the BMI-PRS. This is because they did an extremely similar activity in one seminar. We are more focused on evaluating students’ comprehension of how the analysis works (e.g., how a PRS is made and why certain steps are necessary), their ability to clearly communicate the results (structuring their writing clearing and creating informative graphs), and, most crucially, their ability to consider diverse factors relevant to the interpretation of PRS associations with human phenotypes. Note that the candidate can make several decisions (e.g., use P-value threshold 1 or compare all the thresholds; change the LD threshold). As long as they have a well-justified rationale for straying from the decisions in the prior seminar/textbook, we do not count this against them.
 
A – Excellent
An excellent performance, clearly outstanding. The candidate demonstrates excellent judgement and a high degree of independent thinking.

The candidate not only gets the answer correct and thoroughly covers all the points mentioned in the instructions (e.g., understanding the difference between base and target populations, discussing multiple pathways leading to PRS associations), but they show creative and independent thinking about diverse aspects of PRS studies. They will show a deep understanding of the PRS studies and their significance, adeptly discussing promises and pitfalls from the technical (individual level prediction, missing heritability, gene-environment correlation, population structure) to ethical (determinism, essentialism).

B – Very good
A very good performance. The candidate demonstrates sound judgement and a very good degree of independent thinking.

The candidate gets the answer correct and covers all the points mentioned in the instructions. The discussion is very good but not necessarily original or displaying critical thinking about the textbook content or reading beyond the textbook. For example, they might discuss gene-environment correlation playing a role in associations without demonstrating a full understanding of the causal framework of direct genetic effects, indirect genetic effects, population stratification etc.

C – Good
A good performance in most areas. The candidate demonstrates a reasonable degree of judgement and independent thinking in the most important areas.

The candidate gets the answer correct and covers most of the key points mentioned in the instructions, even if some of them do not seem thoroughly understood.

D – Satisfactory
A satisfactory performance, but with significant shortcomings. The candidate demonstrates a limited degree of judgement and independent thinking.

The candidate gets the answer correct and covers many key points mentioned in the instructions, but does not convince the reader that they fully understand the analysis or the topic.

E – Sufficient
A performance that meets the minimum criteria, but no more. The candidate demonstrates a very limited degree of judgement and independent thinking.

The candidate gets the answer correct and covers most of the key points mentioned in the instructions, but does not convince the reader that they fully understand the analysis or the topic.



