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Today’s class

 Generating good data

- what counts as good data?

 Coding and thematic analysis

- working with words



 What are you looking for, from your data?

 Can you access participants for interview?

 Will participants share the relevant things 

with you in a face-to-face interview?

Choosing to interview:



Preparing for interviewing

 Whom to interview?

 What style of interview?

 Developing interview questions

 What to tell participants in advance?

 Building rapport



Pros and cons of interviews

Advantages of 

interviewing

Disadvantages of 

interviewing



The interviewing relationship

Consider: 

what can be said, by whom, and to whom?

Gender, cultural, and religious influences.



The interviewing context

 Sounds

 Space

 Distractions

 What can be said in this place?



Why won’t the participants TALK?

 They don’t understand the question

 They are scared of saying something ’wrong’

 They are not really interested

 They have not had enough time to think about 
the question

 The topic might be too sensitive

 They might not like the interviewing style



 What would count as GOOD DATA for 

your project?

 What methods could you use to generate 

such data?

 What prompts or questions could you use 

to produce the kind of ’talk’ that would 

make good data?



’Good data’

 Give an example of what participants 

could say …

 Will direct questions produce good data or 

do you need to take a different approach?

 What difficulties could you encounter in 

trying to produce good data?



Thematic Analysis

 A method for analysing patterns or themes 

within data

 Much qualitative research uses thematic 

analysis

 Thematic analysis is often poorly 

described



What is a theme?

 A theme captures something that is key to 

the data and to the research question

 A theme occurs numerous times across 

the data set

 The importance of the theme comes from 

its conceptual value, not from frequency of 

occurrence



General points …

 The researcher sees themes ’emerging’ 
from the data because of the researcher’s 
own perspective

 Themes tend not to be quantified, though 
researchers may write: ’Most participants 
suggested that …’



General points …

 Grounded theory and IPA (Interpretative 
Phenomenological Analysis) both involve 
thematic approaches to analysing data

 Thematic analysis can be an accessible 
way of analysing data, for researchers 
who are new to qualitative studies



Inductive thematic analysis

 A ’bottom-up’ approach

 Themes emerge from the data

 Grounded theory takes this approach



Codes and themes

 Code as many patterns as you find

 Code inclusively

 Use multiple coding

 Expect to end up with dozens of codes

 Develop your understanding of the 

relationships between codes 

 Work from codes to themes by using a 

mind map



 Develop some codes that help you 

describe what you see in the data

 Try applying the codes to the data 

(remember inclusive and multiple coding)



Theoretical thematic analysis

 A ’top-down’ approach

 Themes may be driven by the researcher’s 

theoretical interests

 The data may be coded in relation to a 

pre-determined analytic framework



Reviewing themes

 Use thematic headings to organise the material you 

have coded

 What do you notice?

 What relationships do you see among the themes?

 Develop a mind map showing themes and 

subthemes

 Write a paragraph about each theme, describing it 

and its relationship to other themes

 Consider whether some themes need re-naming



Reporting the research

 Thematic headings may be used to 

structure the research report

 Decide how many themes you can detail 

fully

 Clearly define, describe, and explain each 

theme and support with data

 Discuss the relationships between themes

 Explore the relationships between themes 

and literature



 What questions could you usefully ask of 

your data?


