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English: 

The exam consists of two parts – you need to pass both parts in order to pass the exam.   

Part 1 (Short answers) and Part 2 (Long answer) each count for 50 % of the total mark.  

You need to answer 5 of 7 questions in Part 1. You need to answer 1 of 3 questions in Part 2. In total, 6 

questions must be answered. If you fail two of the short answers (Part one) you will fail the entire exam.  

 

PART 1: Please answer briefly five of the following seven questions: 

1. What is the basis of Barth’s critique of structuralist models of culture and why might it still be 

relevant for understanding cultural change in an era of globalisation? 

 

2. What are the main dilemmas facing ‘engaged anthropology’ and how might they be overcome? 

 

3. Why does Krohn-Hansen say that dictatorships need to be understood as ‘cultural processes’, and 

what implications does this argument have for anthropological understandings of relations 

between state and citizen?  

 

4. What does Wacquant mean when he defines the neoliberal state as a ‘centaur state’?  In what 

ways might this definition help to understand the contemporary nature of global citizenship?  

 

5. What reasons do many anthropologists have for arguing against an older idea of fieldwork as living 

in a particular place for extended time? 

 

6. What did Geertz mean when he claimed that emotions are culturally shaped as much as ideas are, 

and what are the strengths and weaknesses of this approach?  

 

7. What does de Jong mean by the ‘recycling’ of cultural artefacts in the postcolony? 

 

PART 2: Please answer one of the following three questions: 

1. How have anthropologists variously analysed the nature of difference between groups and the 

identity of those groups themselves?  Which approaches make most sense in the current era?  

Answer with reference to at least three ethnographic examples from the course readings.  

 

2. George Marcus claims that contemporary conceptual artists ‘have given an achieved and 

developed sample of what fieldwork is in fact becoming in anthropology’. Discuss the 

usefulness of collaborations between social anthropology and contemporary art practice. 

 

3. Emotions are a challenge to anthropological practice and theory. Discuss why it is so, and what 

the concept of ‘affect’ contributes to this discussion. 


