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English:           

The exam consists of two parts – you need to pass both parts in order to pass the exam.  Part 1 and Part 2 

each count for 50 % of the total mark.  

You need to answer 5 out of 7 questions in Part 1. You need to answer 1 of 3 questions in Part 2. In total, 6 

questions must be answered. If you fail two of the short answers (Part one) you will fail the entire exam.  

 

PART 1: Please answer briefly five of the following seven questions: 

1. What did Anderson imply when he described the nation as ‘imagined community’, and what was he 

arguing against? 

 

2. Why was Mauss’ attention to ‘techniques of the body’ innovative for social science thinking, and 

what is its relevance today? 

 

3. Why does Gow argue that shamanism came from the city, and which ethnographic debate was he 

contributing to?  

 

4. How does Navarro-Yashin deal with the issue of ‘ruination’ – in her empirical material, and in 

anthropological theory?  

 

5. Why did Barth suggest anthropologists should spend less time on the ‘cultural stuff’? 

 

6. How has the field of ‘science and technology studies’ (STS) influenced the wider field of social 

anthropology in recent decades?  

 

7. How do the ‘new kinship studies’ differ from their predecessors in anthropology and why are the 

differences important? 

 

PART 2: Please answer one of the following three questions: 

1. How has social anthropology dealt with the change in its subject field from mainly being the 

study of isolated village communities to increasingly being the study of dispersed, large scale 

and mobile social fields? In your answer, use at least three ethnographic examples from the 

course readings.  

 

2. Anthropologists have moved into, collaborated with, and used history in very diverse ways. 

Describe three different approaches to ‘historical anthropology’, drawing on examples from the 

course readings. 

 

3. After both anthropological representations (ethnography) and method (fieldwork) have come 

under extensive critique, what characterises social anthropology, in your view? Draw on at 

least four readings from the course. 


