
STV4322B The Politics of Organized Political Actors Spring 2019 

Grading guidelines for the Home Assignment (10-15 pages) 

 

The students had a choice between two different essays - essay A or essay B.  

The essay should include 3500-5000 words. They could structure the text as they liked: using 

the numbering below was told not to be necessary. They were also free to elaborate other 

relevant concepts, hypotheses etc. before embarking on the discussion(s) if they think that is 

useful.  

Students could write the essay in English or in Norwegian/Scandinavian.  

The discussion of question 2) and 3) should constitute the main part of the essay and will 

together count for about 3/4 of the grade. The written exam should count more than the home 

assignment essay, but no more than 60 per cent of the total grade.  

The essays are supposed to be based on the curriculum listed for lecture 1-5: 

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/statsvitenskap/STV4322B/v19/timeplan/index.html), but 

can include literature not discussed in the course. Since its’s a given topic and supposed to be 

based on secondary literature, not an original analysis, there will not be a research design 

section included, but a presentation of how one has chosen to answer the question is a plus.  

The grading of the term papers should follow the general guidelines for the Department of Political 

Science at the University of Oslo: 

https://www.uio.no/studier/eksamen/karakterskala/fagspesifikk-karakterbeskrivelse/sv-

isv.html  

The purpose of this part of the exam is mainly to test the knowledge acquired by the middle of 

the term, but mainly students’ skills and competences as defined by the course aim for leaning 

outcome:  

Skills 

Students are expected to: 

 be able to define core concepts and describe theoretical approaches within these fields of 

research; 

 conduct comparative analyses of parties and interest groups – of their structures, strategies, 

behaviour, and political influence; 

 improve their ability to discuss the relationship between organized political actors and 

democracy; 

 be able to synthesize knowledge from different sources and fields 

Competences 

Students will: 

 improve their general analytical skills; 

 develop the ability to work with empirical data; 

 enhance the competence to discuss academic literature with others; 

https://www.uio.no/studier/emner/sv/statsvitenskap/STV4322B/v19/timeplan/index.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/eksamen/karakterskala/fagspesifikk-karakterbeskrivelse/sv-isv.html
https://www.uio.no/studier/eksamen/karakterskala/fagspesifikk-karakterbeskrivelse/sv-isv.html


 improve the ability to read scholarly literature instrumentally and critically 

When grading, we emphasize the student’s proven ability to: 

 Presenting theory  

 Defining key concepts precisely   

 Understanding/specifying a research question 

 Discussing this question in light of empirical evidence (to some extent – as far as the 

syllabus allows to the given date) 

 Drawing well-founded conclusions 

 Performing ‘scientific craftsmanship’ (using correct references etc.). 

When evaluating the essay, we reward: 

 Good coverage of relevant literature in light of the question to be discussed 

 Well-organized and insightful review of literature 

 Well-structured and precise discussion of possible empirical evidence 

 Clear structure and strong connections between the different parts of the essay 

 Well-founded conclusion 

 

A 

1) According to the Katz and Mair (1995), the ‘golden era’ of the mass party model is over in 

Europe. To what extent does empirical evidence suggest that political parties have 

declined as internally democratic membership organizations in Western Europe?   

 

2) To the extent that variation exists, what do you think might explain differences across 

countries and parties? 

 

3) Reflect in brief on whether it makes sense to define interest groups as membership 

organizations (today). 

 

Use the following main heading: Political Parties and Interest Groups as Membership Organizations 

 

Students were free to delimit the topic, but note that the assignment deals with parties as internally 

democratic membership organizations. This means that it is reasonable to discuss both the 

development of parties’ membership/participatory figures and whether parties’ organizational 

structures have changed (intra-party democracy). Ability to anchor the discussion of explanatory 

factors in theoretical perspectives should be rewarded. The third question is more open to 

interpretation, but responses that both discuss the concept per se and relevance today (compared to 

earlier) should be rewarded.   

 

B 

1) Describe, in brief, how “the relationships between parties and interest groups” have been 

conceptualized in the scholarly literature. 

 



2) According existing empirical studies, what characterizes the development of the relationships 

between political parties and interest groups since the 1960s? Focus on the links that enable 

contact/interaction at the national level. 

 

3) To the extent that variation exists, what kind of explanations/factors seem to throw light on 

existing differences between parties/interest groups and countries (in the pace of 

change/strength of links)?   

 

Use the following main heading: The Relationship between Political Parties and Interest Groups in 

Old Democracies. 

 

Students were free to delimit the topic, but we ask them to focus on ties that provide 

structured contact/interaction in part 2 and 3. Ability to anchor the discussion of explanatory 

factors in theoretical perspectives should be rewarded. 


