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Assessment guidelines for SV9104 – Research ethics 
 
The course in research ethics focuses on the responsibility of individuals to apply an 
ethical approach in their own research project. The course cuts across all disciplines at 
the Faculty of Social Sciences, and this will also be reflected in the exam.  
 
The examination 
The form of exam in this course is through a group presentation. The students will be 
split up in six predefined and interdisciplinary groups, and they will be given an assigned 
topic on day 1 of the course. The assigned topics involve everything from ethical 
responsibilities in polarized debates, to research on vulnerable groups, scientific fraud, 
and informed consent. Topics may also vary from year to year. Students will be given 
the rest of the afternoon as well as the following morning (day 2) to prepare a 15 
minute group presentation that they will present to the rest of the students on day 2.   
 
Requirements  
In order to pass the examination, the students are expected to prepare and present a 15 
minute PowerPoint presentation of their assigned topic. Students are expected to draw 
on literature from the course curriculum in their presentations, as well as discuss and 
present ethical reflections based on their specific dilemma or topic. The readings, 
lectures, group assignments and discussions all go together, and none is sufficient in 
itself for understanding this course. Special effort should be done to understand other 
disciplines and their strengths and challenges regarding research. Therefore we expect 
active participation in the discussions. Reasons for not passing the examination is lack of 
contributions to the group presentation (i.e. not being present during the presentation 
or not providing input in the preparations), or a presentation that does not meet the 
minimum criteria (i.e. lack of ethical reflections/discussion, not addressing key questions 
related to the assigned topic).  
 
Curriculum 
Books 
Keane, W. (2016) Ethical life. Its natural and social histories. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press. 
 
Online articles/texts 

• Guidelines for Research Ethics in the Social Sciences, Law and the Humanities, 
2010. National Committees for Research Ethics in Norway. ISBN: 82-7682-050-6.  

• McArthur, D.: “Good Ethics Can Sometimes Mean Better Science: Research Ethics 
and the Milgram Experiments” Science and Engineering Ethics, 2009. p. 69-79. 

• Gerrits et al 2019: Occurrence and nature of questionable research practices in t
he reporting of messages and conclusions in international scientific Health Servic
es Research publications. BMJ Open 9(5) 
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• Munung et al 2021: Genomics governance: advancing justice, fairness and equity 
through the lens of the African communitarian ethic of Ubuntu. Medicine, Health 
Care and Philosophy  

• Harden, J.: 2011: Native like me: Confessions of an Asiatic black anthropologist.  
Critique of Anthropology 31(2) 

• Pollard, A.: Field of screams: difficulty and ethnographic fieldwork. Anthropology 
Matters 11(2) 
 
 

 
 
 


