General censorship guidelines for evaluating the TIK4011 exam essay
1. PROBLEM STATEMENT AND DEFINITION: Does the candidate have a limited scope for the essay and has she/he/they formulated a problem statement that is possible to answer? Is the problem statement motivated, and is it relevant for the chosen exam question?
2. STRUCTURE AND OVERALL IMPRESSION: Is the essay well-structured with regards to the exam question and problem statement? Assess technical aspects such as language, quotations, and referencing.
3. USE OF LITERATURE AND THEORY: Is the problem statement rooted in relevant course literature and theory? Does the candidate account for their choice of literature, and is the literature applied in a useful manner? 
4. CHOICE OF EMPIRICAL MATERIAL/CASE[footnoteRef:1]: Use of sources and presentation of the empirical material/case. Does the empirical material contribute to answer the assignment? Is the empirical material/case relevant to the problem statement?  [1:  Not all exam questions invite the candidates to use empirical material. Most ask the candidates to analyse and discuss the course curriculum. In these cases, use same parameters for evaluating the choice and presentation of analysed literature as for the empirical material. ] 

5. ANALYSIS AND CONTENT: Is the analysis conducted in an appropriate manner and is it rooted in relevant literature from the course curriculum? Assess the candidate’s use of theory and analytical concepts in the analysis. Does the candidate explain their analytical approach? Is the argumentation good? Does the candidate demonstrate ability of independent thinking?  

Grading scale for exam in TIK4011
A – Excellent performance
An excellent essay. The essay answers the chosen exam question in an original manner. The essay contains an independent analysis with a useful and relevant problem statement, which is well-rooted in relevant course literature. The essay is clearly outstanding when it comes to presenting its case, and it combines analytical insight with theoretical perspectives in an interesting, independent, and clear manner. 
B – Very good performance
A very good essay. The essay answers the chosen exam question / assignment in a very good manner. It includes an independent analysis and a clear problem statement which is well-rooted in course literature. The essay is also good at presenting its case, and it uses correct referencing.
C – Good
A good performance in most areas. The essay is good in all important aspects. The essay has a clear problem statement and an appropriate structure with regards to the assignment. The analysis is rooted in the course literature. Mostly correct use of sources and references. 
D – Satisfactory performance
A satisfactory performance, but with significant shortcomings. The candidate demonstrates a limited degree of judgement and independent thinking in answering the assignment. Use of sources and references is limited, but mostly correct. 
E – Sufficient performance
A performance that meets the minimum criteria for the chosen assignment, but no more. The candidate demonstrates a very limited degree of judgement and independent thinking in the essay. The use of sources and references is limited, but not misleading. Overall, the essay has significant weaknesses.
F – Fail
A performance that does not meet the minimum academic criteria. The candidate demonstrates a lack of overview and knowledge about the course pensum, as well as an absence of both judgement and independent thinking in the analysis. The use of sources and references is unsatisfactory and incorrect.


