Exam evaluation guidelines TIK4021
 
Part 1 
Part 1 is based on the obligatory assignment in the course. In the assignment, the student was asked to choose and apply one or more theories/or concepts from each module (by the way, there are four modules in the course) into his/or her case and write an essay (5,00-1,000 words) describing and discussing the findings such as identifying drivers, potentials, challenges, and barriers. Now the student is expected to synthesize and discuss the four individual essays written in the assignment into a cohesive and integrated document. Part 1 can be graded against the following questions:

· Does the student collate the individual essays into a seamless flow by which logical connection is observed between them?
· Does the student present and discuss the synthesis and interconnectedness of the theories used in the individual essays? 
· Does the student present the similarities and differences in findings across the essays? Does the student discuss how findings contribute to a comprehensive understanding of the case study?
· Does the student discuss the strong and weak sides of the theories as well as to reflect upon alternative theories to enrich a nuanced understanding of the case study? Does the student provide her/his own analysis and critical reflections, illustrating originality and independence?
· Is the essay well-structured with regards to the requirements? Does the student comply with the standard citing and referencing, including the citation and referencing requested in the exam description to avoid self-plagiarism?

Part 2 
In this part, the student is expected to focus on one of the course modules and write an in-depth essay where one or more theories/or concepts within the module are applied and analysed for a case. Note that the student is allowed to build this part of the exam upon one of the four essays he/or she had written for the class assignment. Part 1 can be graded against the following questions:
 
· Does the student problematize the case study by formulating an overarching goal and appropriate research question(s)?
· Does the student give a thorough account of the main concept(s) and/or theory(ies), including underlying assumptions or traditions? Does the student draw on more than just one/a few readings from the curriculum?
· Does the student choose and explain an appropriate (qualitative/quantitative/mixed) research method? Does the student use at least two sources of data for the analysis?
· Does the student present and discuss findings in the light of the objective(s) and research question(s) as well as the theory(ies)?
· Does the student discuss the strong and weak sides of the theory(ies) as well as to reflect upon alternative theories to enrich a nuanced understanding of the case study? Does the student provide her/his own analysis and critical reflections, illustrating originality and independence? 
· Is the essay well-structured with regards to the requirements? Does the student comply with the standard citing and referencing, including the citation and referencing requested in the exam description to avoid self-plagiarism? 

Part 3
The student is expected to write a reflection note about his/or her learning journey/experience in the course. They are expected to avoid too much general reflections by providing specific notes and examples. Note that since the student’s reflection is completely personal, this part is not intended to be too decisive for your grading. In case you are hesitant to pick a clear grade for Part 1 and 2, for instance you are stuck between the two grading scales of A and B, you can take Part 3 consideration for further clarification of your evaluation.



Grading scale for exam in TIK4021

A – Excellent performance
An excellent essay. The essay answers the chosen exam question in an original manner. The essay contains an independent analysis with a useful and relevant problem statement, which is well-rooted in relevant course literature. The essay is clearly outstanding when it comes to presenting its case, and it combines analytical insight with theoretical perspectives in an interesting, independent, and clear manner. 
B – Very good performance
A very good essay. The essay answers the chosen exam question / assignment in a very good manner. It includes an independent analysis and a clear problem statement which is well-rooted in course literature. The essay is also good at presenting its case, and it uses correct referencing.
C – Good
A good performance in most areas. The essay is good in all important aspects. The essay has a clear problem statement and an appropriate structure with regards to the assignment. The analysis is rooted in the course literature. Mostly correct use of sources and references. 
D – Satisfactory performance
A satisfactory performance, but with significant shortcomings. The candidate demonstrates a limited degree of judgement and independent thinking in answering the assignment. Use of sources and references is limited, but mostly correct. 
E – Sufficient performance
A performance that meets the minimum criteria for the chosen assignment, but no more. The candidate demonstrates a very limited degree of judgement and independent thinking in the essay. The use of sources and references is limited, but not misleading. Overall, the essay has significant weaknesses.
F – Fail
A performance that does not meet the minimum academic criteria. The candidate demonstrates a lack of overview and knowledge about the course pensum, as well as an absence of both judgement and independent thinking in the analysis. The use of sources and references is unsatisfactory and incorrect.










