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This course has a different structure compared to the other ones. It is taught by a team of instructors to 

be able to cover a broad range of topics. The objective is to make students familiar with societal 

discussions around educational assessments so that they understand why different stakeholders hold 

different views on these assessments and that there are often meaningful arguments underlying the 

different perspectives. Furthermore, students shall learn how to explain partly complex assessments 

issues to stakeholders and thus take part in public debates. 

The last 15 minutes of the course were used to gather oral feedback on this concept and the course in 

general. In addition, 4 students took the survey sent out after the exam and provided written feedback. 

The following summary provides an overview of the most important issues raised: 

 

Students pointed to the following strengths of the course: 

- Interesting topics, provides depth on debates in the field 
- Interesting and efficient structure that gives the chance to explore various topics 
- Good discussions in the class, good way to learn to take a stance  
- Relevant for the future, applications of things learned in other classes, useful for discussions 

with people outside the program 

Students pointed to the following weaknesses of the course: 

- The information provided on the CANVAS course page was not sufficiently clear 
- The instructors did not fully make sure that students learned something from the class 
- The discussion part of the lecture was formatted differently across topics and focus not always 

clear (on the topic or the measurement) 
- The final assessment was too random, unclear whether learning outcomes were met, there was 

not fully sufficient a priori information on the nature of the exam 
- The grades do not represent work over the whole semester, the exam questions were not 

always clearly formulated 

Students made the following suggestions to improve the course: 

- More clarity on the personal statements/discussion part of the course 
- More feedback on presentations and work on the topics 
- More opinions from lecturers 

Students indicated that they had used between 80 and 110 hours of time for this course with most of 
the time invested into exam preparation and the presentation of one topic. 



Comment of the instructor 

This course was enjoyable to teach, and the learning objectives seem to be met to quite large extent. 
Nevertheless, students are pointing to issues that will be taken into account next time:  

We will try to improve the CANVAS website and in particular specify more clearly our expectations 
regarding the discussion statement and the exam. After having had this first-time experience with the 
course, it should be easier to communicate across instructors and topics so that the set-up will be more 
similar next time. 

We will seriously think about the exam format and consider several of the suggestions made by the 
students in class, f.ex. providing the opportunity to select 3-4 topics for the exam out of which one then 
is assigned randomly to avoid that students get a topic they are not at all familiar with. 

Furthermore, we intend to develop a feedback format that includes feedback from the instructors so 
well as from the peer-students. 

It is interesting to learn that students would like the instructors to take a stance or to come with their 
own opinions. We will consider this but the discussion time in class is limited. Since it is not so 
straightforward to take a stance due to the complexities involved, such an approach would use up 
valuable time from the students’ opportunities to discuss. 


