
DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL NEEDS EDUCATION 

 

Guidelines for research proposal in Special Needs Education  

 
All students should plan and prepare their master’s dissertation outlined in a project plan – a 

research proposal. The aim of the proposal is to secure the quality of the project and help the 

student to carry out the project in an efficient way. 

 

Working title: 

Formulate a working title that is precise, describes what you are going to do and is 

informative (e.g. about the topic, the research problem, who is participating). 

 

Background, topic and goal 
Make a brief description of the goal of the project and describe conditions that 

influence the background of your project and the empirical and theoretical framework. 

This could be one or more of the following points: 

 Significant conditions related to the practical field 

 Significant personal experiences  

 Significant empirical research 

 Significant national and cultural framework or conditions
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 Significant theoretical perspective(s) 

 

The goals should include what you are going to investigate, and why you want to 

investigate it. This shall be outlined in a Research Problem(s) 

 

Research problem 

The research proposal must include a defined and limited research problem, and a 

specification of it. The most common way of formulating research problems are 

through questions or hypothesis.  

 

The research problem can be specified through sub-questions.  

 

Research design and methodology 
Outline a possible research design and research method that is appropriate for the 

research question. Give reasons for why the design and research method are adequate. 

Describe and discuss the planned sample of informants/sources, and the sampling 

procedures.  

Explain how you plan to collect your data. 

Indicate (as precisely as possible) how you are going to analyse the data (e.g. 

theoretically and practically). 

 

Ethical issues that need to be discussed and taken into consideration 

Explain and discuss ethical considerations that you will face in the project (e.g. in 

design and methodology, in collecting the data and in reporting the results). Will the 

project meet specific ethical problems or challenges? How can these be solved in an 

ethically acceptable way?  
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 The description of conditions and cultural factors of importance should be short and of relevance for the 

research problem 
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Timetable 
The research proposal shall include a time schedule for how you plan to proceed with 

the project. It should be “a step by step plan” including all the parts of the project, such 

as how and when to obtain permission, when the data will be collected, when the 

analyses should start, stipulated time for writing the different parts of the thesis etc.  

 

Remember the importance of starting early with the process of writing. 

 

Literature 

The plan should contain a list of references, presented according to relevant standards 

for references in the APA style. All literature should be of relevance for the thesis.  

 

Literature that is considered to be important for the project (as expressed in the 

research problem), but which is not referred to in the text, can be added as 

supplementary literature. This should be done in a separate list at the end of the 

proposal. 

  

Formalities  

 The research proposal should not exceed 10 pages (including the separate list 

of literature) 

 Line space: 1 ½  

 Font type: Times New Roman 

 Font size: 12 

 Standard margins 

 

 

Good luck to you all! 


