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Inquiry dialogues, comprehension, and argumentation 
 

Key Lecturer: Professor Alina Reznitskaya, Department of Educational Foundations, 

Montclair State University, USA. 

 

FINAL PROGRAM:  

 

Thursday September 12: 

 

10.00 – 11.30 

Professor Alina Reznitskaya 

Inquiry Dialogue in a Classroom: Theory and Research 

Whether it is done well or poorly, interaction between teachers and their students is an 

essential component of classroom instruction. Through a systematic study of classroom 

discourse, we can enhance our understanding of the underlying principles of teaching and 

learning and identify specific interactional patterns that either restrict or expand opportunities 

for student development. In this talk, I will discuss the differences between monologic and 

dialogic talk and explain how dialogic interaction can support student learning. I will also 

review empirical evidence related to the use of inquiry dialogue in a classroom, highlighting 

unsolved questions, inconsistencies, and areas for future research.  

 

11.45 – 12.15  

PhD student Jarmila Bubikova Moan 

Family literacy: Challenges and trends. 

 

12.15 –12.45 

PhD student Jana Kruse 

Mediating children’s early writing 

 

12.45 – 13.30 

Lunch 

 

13.30 – 14.00 

Post doctoral fellow Åste Hagen 

Improving kindergarten childrens’ language comprehension to prevent later literacy failure: 

A longitudinal intervention study. 

 

14.00 – 14.30 

PhD student Kristin Rogde 

Preventing later literacy failure: An oral language intervention for second language learners 

in kindergarten. 

 

14.45 – 15.45 

Professor Alina Reznitskaya 

In the afternoon talk, Professor Reznitskaya will further elaborate on the morning lecture in a 

more informal and dialogic way. 

 

15.45 – 16.00  

Professor Sol Lyster: 

Summary of the day. 



 2 

 

 

Friday September 13: 

 

9.00-10.30 

Professor Alina Reznitskaya 

Transforming Classroom Communication 

One reason for the persistence of monologic talk in a typical classroom is the lack of 

instructional resources that can support the evaluation and modification of teacher practice. 

Such resources include psychometrically sound and practical measures of classroom talk that 

can inform and structure the process of change. “If you can not measure it, you can not 

improve it” says a century-old maxim of a British scientist Lord Kelvin, and it seems relevant 

to many problems in education today. In this talk, I will discuss the Dialogic Inquiry Tool 

(DIT), an observational scale designed to assess the quality of classroom interactions in 

elementary Language Arts classrooms. I will describe the theoretical and empirical 

foundations of the DIT and review several studies designed to examine validity, reliability, 

practicality, and instructive value of the DIT. I will also share our current research that aims 

to design a comprehensive teacher professional development program in dialogic teaching to 

foster teachers’ knowledge, skills, and expertise in how to conduct classroom discussions 

about text to support students’ higher-order thinking. 

 

10.45 – 11.30 

Post doctoral fellow Leila Ferguson 

Teachers' beliefs about knowledge, learning and teaching with technology. 

 

11.30 – 12.15 

Lunch 

 

12.15 – 12.55 

PhD student Arne Kirkhorn Rødvik 

Overview of speech sound confusions in adults and children with cochlear implants (CI).  

 

13.00 – 13.40 

PhD student Linn Stokke Guttormsen 

Stuttering, temperament and communication attitudes. 

 

14.00 – 15.00 

Professor Alina Reznitskaya 

In the afternoon talk, Professor Reznitskaya will further elaborate on the morning lecture in a 

more informal and dialogic way. 

 

15.00 

Professor Ivar Bråten 

Conclusion  

 

 


