
PROGRAM: 

 

Social Processes and the Development of Language and Literacy: 

Substantive and Methodological Issues 
 

Room 231, Helga Engs hus 

 

Thursday February 6: 

 

10.00 – 11.30 

Professor Catherine Tamis-LeMonda 

Learning Communicative Skills in Social Context 

This presentation focuses on the social context of children’s emerging communicative skills 

during the first years of life. I begin with a brief overview of what children must learn to 

become effective communicative partners – namely the understanding that language is a tool 

to communicate with others (secondary intersubjectivity), the meanings of isolated words and 

their combinations (semantics), and the functional and appropriate usages of language across 

everyday routines (pragmatics). Next, I ask the question “Which features of parental input 

promote children’s learning of these communicative skills?” I highlight 5 features that we and 

others have found to be supportive of the language-learning task in children: temporal features 

of social input (i.e., contiguity and contingency), lexical features (i.e., diversity of word 

types), embodied features (i.e., coordination between verbal and physical cues, such as 

gesture), developmental features (i.e.,  parents’ modification of input relative to changing 

skills in children), and pragmatic features (i.e., changes to the functional content of language 

across different settings). When describing these features of parental input to young children, 

a variety of methods and measures will be desribed, including assessment of parents’ lexical 

and functional use of language and the application of sequential analysis to child-parent social 

interactions. 

 

 

11.45 – 12.45  

Presentations by doctoral students followed by comments and discussion. 

 

12.45 – 13.30 

Lunch 

 

13.30 – 14.30 

Presentations by doctoral students followed by comments and discussion. 

 

14.45 – 15.45 

Professor Catherine Snow 

The Role of Classroom Discussion in the Development of Literacy Skills 

Initial findings from the randomized trial of Word Generation Enhanced, a discussion-based 

curricular intervention being evaluated in grades 4-7 in 25 schools in 4 different districts, 

support the value of the approach.  The mechanisms by which the discussion and 

collaborative learning may facilitate literacy development will be discussed, and our 

approaches to evaluating the quality of discussion will be described 

 

15.45 – 16.00  

Professor Sol Lyster 



Summary of the day. 

 

 

Friday February 7: 

 

9.00-10.30 

Professor Catherine Snow  

Using student responses to evaluate program effectiveness 

Recent efforts in the U.S. to evaluate teachers have used various approaches – direct 

observation, student test score improvement (‘value-added’), and student questionnaires.  

Results suggest that student questionnaires are as reliable and valid as the other measures.  In 

our work evaluating Word Generation Enhanced, we solicit student feedback at the end of 

each curricular unit in 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade.  I will discuss the picture that emerges from those 

student reports, and how the information collected is used. 

 

10.45 – 11.45 

Presentations by TextDIM members and doctoral students followed by comments and 

discussion 

 

11.45 – 12.30 

Lunch 

 

12.30 – 13.30 

Presentations by doctoral students followed by comments and discussion 

 

13.45 – 14.45 

Professor Catherine Tamis-LeMonda 

Mothers’ and Fathers’ Contributions to Children’s Language and Cognitive 

Development 

In this talk, I will present research on the roles of mothers and fathers to children’s language 

and cognitive development. Focus will be on parents’ contributions to three core aspects of 

children’s early “learning environments”: (1) provision of learning materials (e.g., books and 

toys), (2) engagement in learning activities (i.e., routines around booksharing, oral 

storytelling, singing, rhyming, learning of colors, numbers, letters, etc.), and (3) the quality of 

social interactions with children (e.g., sensitivity, cognitive stimulation). This work shows 

that these 3 aspects of the early learning environment predict children’s language and 

cognitive skills within and across developmental time, and that both mothers and fathers make 

unique and additive contributions.   

 

14.45 

Professor Vibeke Grøver: 

Conclusion  


