
About our Guest Professor: 

Helen M. Gunter is Professor of Educational Policy, Leadership and Management, School of Education, 

University of Manchester, UK. She is also Adjunct Professor II, at the Faculty of Educational Sciences, 

University of Oslo. 

Her main research interest is in the modernization of education as policy and practice at national and 

local levels. This has two strands to it: 

 How teachers, teaching , learners and learning are being structured through performance 

management systems, and more recently remodeling 

 How knowledge production within the field of educational leadership has sustained or 

challenged these policy strategies 

She is particularly interested in using Bourdieu’s tools of field, habitus and capital to describe, 

understand and explain modernization.  Furthermore, she has been involved in a range of projects on 

policy change in education and how these developments are being handled, and in particular how 

interventions in practice support learning and learners. In addition to this she has lead major projects 

on public policy and knowledge in the field of educational leadership. 

 

Recent Research Projects include: 

 BA/Leverhulme Small Research Grants (£8928). Project title: Consultancy and 

Knowledge Production in Education Project. Project Director and Principal Investigator 

(2013-2014). 

 ESRC Case Studentship. Project title: Modernisation through personalized public 

services: an investigation into localized school policymaking. Project Director and 

Principal Investigator (2010-2013). 

 Distributed Leadership and the social practices of school organisation in England Project 

Director and Co-Investigator with Professor David Hall (Manchester). Funded by the 

Economic and Social Research Council (2009-2010).  

 Entrepreneurialism, leadership and organisational reform in the public sector: the case of 

an independent state school in the inner city. Funded by the British Academy. Project 

Director with Professor Philip Woods (Aberdeen) (2007-2008). 

 Knowledge Production in Educational Leadership. Project Director and Principle 

Investigator. Funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (2006-2007).  
 


