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Part-time research assistant (20%) 

Political Philosophy Looks to Antarctica (Philosophy 
Department, IFIKK) 

The project Political Philosophy Looks to Antarctica is looking for a research assistant. The work is 

part-time and can be combined with Master level studies. The position is available from September 

1st 2019 until August 31st, 2020. Application deadline: August 1, 2019. 

About the project 

Global pressure over natural resources in Antarctica will mount in the coming decades due to 

factors like climate change, dwindling natural resources in occupied territories, and the fact that, by 

virtue of Article IV of the Antarctic Treaty, the question of sovereignty in the White Continent 

remains unresolved. We are thus at a unique point in history to influence the ethical dimensions of 

the decisions that may govern Antarctica in the future. 

In this project, we bring political philosophy to bear on analyses of Antarctic politics more 

generally, and of the Antarctic Treaty System more specifically, by focusing on two topics. First, we 

seek to carry out a normative analysis of claims over territory and natural resources in Antarctica, 

and to develop a systematic normative framework with which to morally assess these claims. 

Second, we seek to carry out a normative analysis of the political legitimacy of the Antarctic Treaty 

System, and to develop a systematic normative framework with which to morally assess it. Having 

clarity on what is morally at stake in Antarctic politics, we claim, is crucial for peaceful cooperative 

policy-making and knowledge-based management in the White continent. 

Job description 

The research assistant will support project members, especially the Principal Investigator, in the 

following tasks: 

 gather, sum up and systematize information about Antarctica in the international written 

press, as well as on the press of specific countries 

 gather, sum up and systematize information about Antarctica appearing in official 

documents and webpages from states and international organizations 

http://www.hf.uio.no/ifikk/english/research/projects/political-philosophy-looks-to-antarctica/
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 review academic literature on different topics of the project and construct a virtual library 

 assist in writing calls for papers and workshop announcements; publicize these in the 

relevant channels; maintain the project’s webpage, deal with administrative tasks. 

Qualifications and skills 

Qualifications: Master or Bachelor student in a discipline within the humanities, social sciences 

and/or law, ideally philosophy and/or international law. 

Personal skills: Well-organized, curious, goal-oriented, attentive to details, self-motivated. 

Communication skills: Excellent written skills in English and Norwegian. Good reading 

comprehension of Chinese and/or Russian will be considered an advantage. 

How to apply 

Send a cover letter, cv and grade transcripts (Bachelor and Master-level courses) to Hannah 

Monsrud (hannahsandvik@gmail.com). 

Contract period: September 1, 2019- August 31, 2020. 

Salary level: 37-47 (depending on qualifications). 

Application deadline: August 1, 2019. 

A few selected candidates will be invited for a job interview soon after deadline. 

 

 


