History of Science, Religion, and Curiosity

I am happy to supervise students who wish to study any aspect of the history of
science and technology between ca. 1450 and 1800. This may include research on the
voyages of discovery (cartography, travel literature, ship building, etc.), the
relationship between religion and science, the use of new technologies, but also the
study of science in print and other media; individual mathematicians and engineers;
networks and patronage; expertise; the history of mathematics; the history of curiosity,
or the social history of facts and truth. Extensive bibliographies on individual topics
are available on request. One topic that has my particular attention is how the notion
of “providence” was used for the legitimation of new ideas, for instance in debates
about extraterrestrials and in medical debates on infectious diseases, such as the
plague. However, students are strongly encouraged to follow their own interests and to

come up with their own proposals.



