
HIS2427/4427 – Intellectual Property, Piracy, and the Commons through History 

Compulsory Assignments: 

 

In addition to active participation in class discussion, students are expected to submit the 

following two assignments before writing their term paper: 

• an exposé of a research question relevant to the course, chosen by each student (a 

page and a half). 

• a blog post on the topic of the exposé (half a page). A selection of the best blog posts 

will be published online provided student’s agreement. 

 

Both assignments will be part of the examination portfolio and can be revised after the first 

submission. Submission of the final version of both the exposé and the blog post in week 11 

is a prerequisite to writing the final term paper. All assignments should be submitted in 

English.  

Final Term Paper: The students will write their final term paper on the basis of their revised 

exposé. This takes the form of a small research paper on a topic of their own choice (within 

the broad framework of the history of intellectual property rights). Grading follows the UiO 

grading system. 

There is a wide range of possible research topics: students might work on a specific 

innovation and discuss how its genesis and distribution was shaped by legal technical 

frameworks, or they might work on issues concerning the broader cultural context in which 

intellectual property rights were shaped. The analysis of resistance movements to intellectual 

property could be a possible area of research, but more theoretical reflections on the 

development of intellectual property over time are welcome as well. Students are also 

encouraged to work on topics that have not been dealt with during the course. All course 

participants, however, are expected to reflect on their approaches in their term papers, that is 

to provide a theoretical and methodological framework. 

Students are expected to research supplementary literature in addition to the one provided in 

the mandatory reading list/Pensum. All papers are expected to be based on a reasonable 

amount of secondary literature and, when appropriate, also on primary sources (this is the 

case in particular with papers that deal with more recent time periods on which we do not 

have much secondary literature yet). All papers have to be in accordance with the guidelines 

on how to write a history term paper; guidelines and recommendations that are discussed in 

the last class of the course. The total length of the B.A. paper is 4,000-5,000 words; M.A. 

student papers are expected to reach the upper limit of the margin and to give a 15-minute 

presentation on a topic of their choice. 


