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Participant Information Sheet

Comparative view of the research and teaching
nexus in Europe’s universities

You are being invited to take part in a research study on research and teaching in sociology
in Norway. Before you decide whether to take part, it is important for you to understand why the
research is being conducted and what it will involve, this is why you have been approach via email
and provided this Participant Information Sheet (PIS). Please take time to read the following
information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Please ask if there is anything that is not
clear or if you would like more information. Take time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.
Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Who will conduct the research?
A research is conducted by Dr Rita Hordósy based at the School of Education, University of
Nottingham.

What is the purpose of the research?
This project explores the link between research and teaching, the two key missions of universities
by comparing several national contexts, through the experiences of staff and students. To
understand what ‘research’ means in teaching sociology the researcher will visit several university
departments in Germany, Hungary, England and Norway, to interview undergraduate and
postgraduate students, as well as academic staff.

Why have I been chosen?
You are asked to participate as a student studying sociology at one of the case study
institutions. You will be asked to discuss your experiences of studying sociology in Norway.

What would I be asked to do if I took part?
You are asked to participate in a face-to-face interview lasting between 45-60 minutes, organised
at your convenience between 27/04/2020 and 07/05/2020. You will be asked a series of questions
that are relevant to the project aims relating to your experience, such as:

 What is research in sociology? What is the purpose of sociological research?
 Who sets the agenda for the research process in sociology, and who is involved in it?
 How, if at all, has your understanding of sociological research changed over time?
 Who is a sociologist and how does someone become one?

What is the duration of the research?
This interview will last between 45-60 minutes.

Where will the research be conducted?
The researcher will meet you on your university campus at your convenience.

Will the outcomes of the research be published?
The outcomes of this project will be published as academic papers in peer-reviewed journals and
as a monograph.
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What are the benefits and risks to participation?
Your participation will support forming a deeper understanding of how research and teaching relate
in the context of a sociology department. Your input will contribute to national discussions on the
role that sociological research plays in the curriculum.

The research project are planned to take place within the premises of the host University, there is
no personal safety issues arising. Questions arising on anonymity, confidentiality, and personal data
are outlined below.

Will I be paid for participating in the research?
You will receive a gift voucher of the value of 300kr for Akademika bookstores.

Will my participation in the study be confidential?
Your participation in the study will be kept confidential to the researcher. In the transcript created
from the audio recording you will be assigned a different name, and any personal identifying
information will be removed. Further,

 the recordings will be transcribed by a third party who is a University of Nottingham approved
supplier.

 all personal information will be removed in the final transcript that the researcher use
throughout the analysis

 the audio recordings will be kept secure on password protected university computers for the
duration of the analysis

In my publications available to wider audiences I only report data at the macro level, making sure
that individuals cannot be identified when quotations are utilised.

Will I receive information about the research findings?
You can opt in to receive a summary of the research findings from this study confirming this on the
consent form attached.

What happens if I do not want to take part or if I change my mind?
It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part you will be given
this information sheet to keep and be asked to sign a consent form. If you decide to take part you
are still free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason and without detriment to yourself.
However, it will not be possible to remove your data from the project once it has been anonymised
and forms part of the dataset as we will not be able to identify your specific data. This does not affect
your data protection rights.

You can decline to be recorded, or ask the researcher to switch off the recorder at any point
throughout the interview. The recording, and the anonymised transcript helps the researcher recall
your thoughts when analysing the data.

Who has reviewed the research project?
The project has been reviewed by the School of Education Ethics Core Review Panel, University of
Nottingham. The reference to this ethical approval is 2019/55.
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What if I want to make a complaint?

Minor complaints
If you have a minor complaint then you need to contact the researcher in the first instance. Please
contact the principal investigator of the project:

Name: Dr Rita Hordósy
Email: rita.hordosy@nottingham.ac.uk

Formal Complaints
If you wish to make a formal complaint or if you are not satisfied with the response you have gained
from the researcher in the first instance then please contact:

School of Education Ethics Core Review Panel
Chair of panel: Dr Kay Fuller
Email: tt-researchethics@exmail.nottingham.ac.uk

What Do I Do Now?
If you have any queries about the study or if you are interested in taking part then please contact
the researcher:

Name: Dr Rita Hordósy
Email: rita.hordosy@nottingham.ac.uk


